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                      25th February, 2004 

Shri Inderjeet Khullar






Complainant 

A-1/A-27, Chanakya Palace 

Part – I

New Delhi – 110 059

Vs.


Medical Director






Respondent

Batra Hospital & Medical Research Centre

1, Tuglakabad Industrial Area,

New Delhi

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Inderjeet Khullar, forwarded by Directorate of Health Services, against doctors of Batra Hospital.  The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, reply of Medical Director, Batra Hospital, case papers of Batra Hospital and heard the following in person :- 

· Shri Inderjeet Khullar

· Smt. Chandra Kanta
wife of late Surinder Khullar

· Dr. M. Sharma

Medical Superintendent, Batra Hospital

· Dr. Jawahar Das 

Neuro Surgeon, Batra Hospital

· Dr. U.K. Sadhoo

Orthopaedic Surgeon, Batra Hopsital

It is a case of the complainant that his brother late Surinder Kumar Khullar (referred hereinafter as the patient) who had a tumour in left upper limb, underwent three operations at Batra Hospital and subsequently expired on 8.6.2003 due to medical negligence in the treatment administered at Batra Hospital. 
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Following are the findings of the Delhi Medical Council :-

1) Late Surinder Kumar was admitted in Batra Hospital on 18.4.2004 with complaints of pain, tingling and numbness in the left upper limb.  The patient was examined by Dr. U.K. Sadhoo, who observed that the power in the shoulder and elbow was Grade 4/5 while at the wrists and fingers it was Grade 3+/5.  There was hypothesia involving C6, 7, 8, dermatomes.

2) The MRI of the Cervical spine of the patient done on 19.4.2003 revealed an expansible soft tissue lesion extending from intraspinal C5/C6 level through the neural foramina suggestive of a neurogenic tumour.

3) The patient was taken up for Tumour excision and Decompression of spinal cord on 22.4.2003.  Laminectomy of C-5, 6, 7 vertebrae was performed by Dr. U.K. Sadhoo, wherein, granulation tissue fibrosis was found on the left posterio lateral aspect of the cord encompassing the C6 root.  The granulation was cleared and the C6 root was freed.  Histology report suggested a tubercular pathology.  Approximately after 3 hours of the procedure, the patient experienced weakness in lower limb, the MRI Scan revealed post-operative collection at C5, 6, 7 with complete obliteration of CSF Space with Cord compression.   The patient was taken up for urgent re-exploration at about 11.30 AM on the same day.  At around 11.00 PM (22.4.2004), the patient again developed Paraparesis for which he was again re-explored. 

4) As per the Doctors Sheets of Batra Hospital, the patient did exhibit some improvement in the motor power of both upper limbs and right lower limb, however, on 25.4.2003, the patient complained of difficulty in breathing.  The X-ray was indicative of left lung collapse.   The MRI revealed that the post operative collection and haematoma seen in the previous scans had resolved and that there was no evidence of cord compression.  

5) Bronschoscopy done on 26.4.2003 revealed purulent secretions in both lung field, which was sucked out; bronchial toileting was also done, thereafter, the patient was intubated and put on a ventilator.  The patient underwent tracheostomy on 29.4.2003.
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6) The condition of the patient continued to deteriorate, as he became hypotensive, went into septic shock with multiple organ dysfunctions, remained on ventilator support and subsequently expired on 8.6.2003.  The cause of death as per the discharge record was Cardiac arrest due to septicemia with post operative respiratory insufficiency as a consequence of epidural tubercular fibrosis C6 vertebra.

In view of the findings made hereinabove, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that :-

1) The condition of the patient, under the circumstances, warranted three surgical procedures on 22.4.2003 since there was evidence of compression and the patient had generalized ooze at the operative site.

2) The line of treatment adopted by the doctors of Batra Hospital in the management of the case was in accordance with accepted professional practice in such cases.  

3) No medical negligence can be attributed on the part of doctors of Batra Hospital in the treatment administered to late Surinder Kumar.

Complaint stands disposed. 

By the order of and in the name of 

Delhi Medical Council

(Dr. S.K. Khattri)  

Secretary

Copy to :-

1. Shri Inderjeet Khullar, A-1/A-27, Chanakya Palace, Part – I, New Delhi – 110 059.

2. Medical Director, Batra Hospital & Medical Research Centre, 1, Tuglakabad Industrial Area, New Delhi.

3. Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Swasthiya Sewa Nideshalay, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi – 110 032 - With reference to letter No.F.23/20/03/DHS/NH-35210 dated 16th September, 2003.
(Dr. S.K. Khattri) 

Secretary

