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                  7th June, 2010 

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a representation from Inspector, DIU Central District, Daryaganj, New Delhi, seeking medical opinion, in respect of death of late Baldev (died on 23.1.2007) allegedly due to medical negligence, in the treatment administered to late Baldev at Lok Nayak Hospital, New Delhi.  
The Delhi Medical Council perused the representation from Police, written statement of Dr. Manju Mehra, Addl. Medical Superintendent (Admn.), Lok Nayak Hospital, joint written statement of Dr. Tarun Suri, Sr. Resident (Orth) and Dr. Sumit Sural, Prof. Orthopaedics, Lok Nayak Hospital, copy of medical records of Lok Nayak Hospital and other documents on record. 

The Delhi Medical Council observes that late Baldev, 45 years old male (referred hereinafter as the patient) was suffering from fracture lower limb with badly infected wound of right lower limb for whose treatment he was admitted at Lok Nayak Hospital on 9.1.2007.  Later on in spite of adequate treatment, he went into septicemia with renal failure and uraemic Encephalopathy.  The patient went into cardio respiratory arrest due to these ailments at 6.15 pm on 23.1.2007 for which resuscitation was undertaken and in spite of the same, he could not be revived and was declared dead at 6.45 pm (23.1.2007).  It is noted that patient had already gone into cardio respiratory arrest and was on CPR when allegedly bed broke down and patient fell down as stated in police representation.  Dr. Tarun Suri and Dr. Sumit Sural in their joint written statement averred that during resuscitation the head end of the bed broke, however, the CPR was continued on the broken bed and that during this episode neither the patient fell out of the bed, nor was he removed from the bed.   The Delhi Medical Council observes that no record of bed breaking down during CPR is available in Lok Nayak Hospital medical records.  It is also observed that no post mortem was done, which could have revealed the direct cause of death.  
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In view of the above, the Delhi Medical Council is of the opinion that although the breaking down of the bed during CPR might have temporarily interrupted the resuscitation process, this is very much unlikely to be the direct cause of death because patient had already developed the cardio respiratory arrest due to his non cardiac disease like fracture with septicemia with Acute Renal Failure.  Under the circumstances, the Delhi Medical Council is of considered opinion that there is no medical negligence on the part of treating physician, however, Directorate of Health Services should take note of this incident and ensure that necessary appropriate measures are initiated in the Hospitals to ensure procurement of good quality of beds, so that such mishaps do not occur in future.  

Matter stands disposed.

By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

Copy to :-

1) Medical Superintendent, Lok Nayak Hospital, New Delhi - 110002 
2) Shri B.P. Sharma / Inspr., Office of Assistant Commissioner of Police, DIU Central District, Daryaganj, Delhi 

3) Director Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Swasthya Sewa Nideshalay Bhawan, F-17 Karkardooma, Delhi – 110032 – for information and necessary action.

(Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary
