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                            18th August, 2010 
O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Mrs. Krishna Choudhury r/o. GI-957, Sarojini Nagar, New Delhi – 110023, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Anup Panigrahi and Dr. Aswani Chopra, Director, Aashlok Nursing Home, 25A, Block AB, Community Centre, Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi – 110029, in the treatment administered to her husband Shri Debashish Choudhury (referred hereinafter as the patient).
The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Ashwani Chopra, Director, Aashlok Nursing Home, copy of medical records of Aashlok Nursing Home and Rockland Hospital, Qutab Institutional Area, New Delhi and other documents on record.  

The following were heard in person :-

1)
Mrs. Krishna Choudhury

Complainant

2)
Dr. Tanushree Siddharth

Medical Superintendent, Aashlok Nursing Home 

The Delhi Medical Council noted that in spite of repeated notices, Dr. Anup Panigrahi (operating surgeon) neither filed his written statement nor participated in the proceedings.  
The Delhi Medical Council observed that the patient, Shri Debashish Choudhury, suffered an attack of Actute Cholecystitics on 31st May, 2008.  He underwent lap cholecystectomy the same day after undergoing appropriate investigations at Aashlok Nursing Home. The surgery was performed by Dr. Anup Panigrahi.  The surgery was difficult and due to technical reasons a partial cholecystectomy was done.  However, the post operative recovery was uneventful and patient was discharged on 2nd August, 2008.   Patient had a relapse of his symptoms after one year on 14th May,
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2009.  Subsequent investigations including MRI revealed a Gall Bladder remnant with a stone; normal CBD and no other pathology.  The patient was re-operated at Rockland Hospital on 28th May 2009.  There was a small remnant of Gall Bladder with stone impacted in it.  This was removed and following this patient recovered uneventfully.  Keeping in view the difficulty commonly encountered while operating inflamed Gall Bladder, the operating surgeon took the correct decision of partially removing the Gall Bladder with stone.  This is a standard and safer practice in such situations.  This fact although documented well in operatives notes, has not been mentioned in the discharge slip.   

It is, therefore, the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that no medical negligence can be attributed in the treatment administered to Shri Debashish Choudhury at Aashlok Nursing Home, however, the hospital authorities of Aashlok Nursing Home are directed to take steps to ensure better record keeping and improved channels of communication between patient and doctor.  

Complaint stands disposed.  

By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

Copy to :-

1) Mrs. Krishna Choudhury, GI-957, Sarojini Nagar, New Delhi – 110023

2) Dr. Anup Panigrahi, A-4, G.K. Enclave-I, New Delhi – 110048

3) Dr. Aswani Chopra, Director, Aashlok Nursing Home Pvt. Ltd., 25A, Block AB, Community, Centre, Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi – 110029

(Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

