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          23rd December, 2009

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Smt. Ranjana, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Poppy Hazara and Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital, in the treatment administered to her at Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital.  

On perusal of the complaint, written statement of Dr. N.V. Kamat, Medical Superintendent, Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital annexing therewith written statement of Dr. Renuka Manchanda, In charge, Family Welfare, Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital and copy of medical records of Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital, the Delhi Medical Council observed that the complainant underwent MTP with laproscopic ligation, under consent on 9.1.2008 at Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital.   Subsequently, the complainant became pregnant and delivered a child on 20.2.2009.  The complainant alleges that failure of MTP with laproscopic ligation procedure resulting in her pregnancy was an act of medical negligence on the part of doctors of Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital.  

Dr. Renuka Manchanda in her written statement averred that patient Ranjana w/o. Shri Jai Prakash was admitted at Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital on 7.1.2008 for MTP with laproscopic ligation.  She was operated on 9.1.2008 as per hospital records.  Before performing the MTP with lap ligation operation informed written consent was taken from the patient and after counseling her about the risk, complications and failure rate her MTP with lap ligation was done on 9.1.2008.  Her operative and post operative period was uneventful, so she was discharged on 9.1.2008.  The patient was advised to follow up after next period or early if she misses her period.  Follow up advice was given and was mentioned on the discharge slip.  Patient reported to the hospital on 19.7.2008 with complaint of 1½  month amenorrhea (LMP : 25.5.08).  She was duly examined in Family  Planning  OPD  and  was  found  to  be 6-8 weeks pregnant.  Her urine pregnancy test was 
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positive on 18.7.2008.  In view of early pregnancy patient was advised MTP with minilap ligation and was asked to report to the hospital on 24.7.2008 for the procedure but patient did not report back to the hospital after this.  Patient continued her pregnancy and delivered a live female baby on 20.2.2009.  Patient was again advised for post partam sterilization after delivery but she refused to get it done.    The MTP with Lap ligation operation was performed by fully qualified team following routine protocols and complete routine formalities including informed written consent.  Surgeons who performed the operative procedure were Dr. Lakhwinder Kaur and Dr. Kirti who are already having DMC registration.  Dr. Poppy Hazarika had signed the sterilization certificate in capacity of MO(RCH) and I/C Family Welfare.  She is not working in this  hospital any more and her whereabouts are not known.  Failure of laproscopic ligation leading to pregnancy is a known complication with a failure rate of about 0.3% ?(3 in 1000).  Therefore, counseling regarding failure rate is done at the time when written consent form is signed by the patient and same is also mentioned in the consent form which the patient signs before undergoing surgery.  

In light of the above, the Delhi Medical Council observed that MTP with laproscopy ligation is a day care surgery.  In this case, the procedure was performed by a qualified doctor after proper consent.  Failure rates of laparoscopic ligation with MTP is known complication.  The consent form of ligation mentions the chances of failure.  The patient has signed the consent form.  She was offered the MTP after the failure but did not agree for it as per the statement of Dr. Renu Manchanda.   

It is, therefore, the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that prima facie, no case of medical negligence is made out against the doctors of Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital.

Complaint stands disposed.
By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

Copy to :- 

1) Smt. Ranjana, w/o. Shri Jai Prakash, r/o. House No. 277, Vandana Vihar, Nihal Vihar, Nangloi, Delhi 
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2) Medical Superintendent, Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital, Mangol Puri, Delhi-110083 

3) Dr. Poppu Hazara, Through Medical Superintendent, Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospital, Mangol Puri, Delhi – 110083

(Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

