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       2nd June, 2009 

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Ms. Suvidha Arora r/o. B-188/190, West Patel Nagar, New Delhi, forwarded by Directorate of Health Services, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Jeewan Mala Hospital, in the treatment administered to complainant at Jeewan Mala Hospital, 67/1, New Rohtak Road, New Delhi.

The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, reply of Dr. Vinay Sabharwal, Director, Jeewan Mala Hospital, made to Directorate of Health Services alongwith the copy of medical records pertaining to this matter as supplied by Directorate of Health Services.  

Briefly stated the facts of the case are that Ms. Suvidha Arora (referred hereinafter as the complainant), a 35 years old female, delivered a male baby on 11.9.2008 at Jeewan Mala Hospital under the care of Dr. Mala Sabharwal.  The child was subsequently diagnosed with Down’s syndrome.  It is alleged by the complainant that Dr. Mala Sabharwal, gynaecologist, during pre-natal period did not advice / recommend Triple Marker Test which would have diagnosed the abnormality in the foetus.  This omission on the part of Dr. Mala Subharwal constituted an act of medical negligence.  Dr. Vinay Sabharwal, Director, Jeewan Mala Hospital in his reply to the Directorate of Health Services averred that Mrs. Suvidha is 2nd gravida, already having a female baby of one and a half years, who is healthy.  There was no family history of any chromosomal abnormality including Down’s syndrome.  Also there was no history of recurrent abortions / still births or early pregnancy losses. Complainant was subjected to 1st trimester scan for Nuchal translucency and Nuchal translucency was 1.2mm at 11 weeks of gestation which is absolutely normal.   Detailed fetal ultrasound   was  done  in mid-trimester  for  screening  fetal  anomalies, which  did  not  reveal  any 
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abnormality.  No stigmata of Down’s syndrome was seen in this ultrasound.  Universal biochemical screening tests like TMT (Triple Marker Test) is not mandatory in India.  Patient came for regular antenatal check-up, but there was no evidence of any abnormality on clinical or ultrasound examinations.  It is well known that chromosomal abnormalities like Down’s syndrome cannot be detected by antenatal clinical examination at all.  
In light of the above, the Delhi Medical Council observes that screening for chromosome abnormalities was done in the form of Nuchal Translucency Test at 11 weeks which is able to pick up majority of cases.  There are no definite guidelines in India which proposes further testing once primary screening is negative.  

It is, therefore, the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that prima facie, no case of medical negligence is made out against doctors of Jeewan Mala Hospital, in the treatment administered to Ms. Suvidha Arora.

Complaint stands disposed.  

By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary                             

Copy to :-

1) Ms. Suvidha Arora r/o. B-188/190, West Patel Nagar, New Delhi
2) Director, Jeewan Mala Hospital Pvt. Ltd., 67/1, New Rohtak Road, New Delhi – 110005 

3) Medical Superintendent (Nursing Homes-I), Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Swasthya Sewa Nideshalay Bhawan, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi – 110032 – with reference to letter No. F.23(69)/MSNH-I/DHS/HQ/08-09/6456 dated 11th February, 2009 

(Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary
