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2nd January, 2009 

O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Kamal Chandna r/o. A-3/271, Paschim Vihar, New Delhi – 110063, alleging negligence on the part of Dr. Lalita Chaudhary, in preparation of ultrasound report No. 1006 dated 19.8.2008.

The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Lalita Choudhary, other documents on record and heard the following in person :-

1. Shri Kamal Chandna 
Complainant 

2. Shri Rohit Anand 
Brother of the complainant 

3. Dr. Lalita Choudhary

It is the allegation of the complainant that in the ultrasound report No. 1006 dated 19.8.2008 of his wife Mrs. Kamini, prepared by Dr. Lalita Choudhary of Janta Diagnostic Centre, B-3/53, Paschim Vihar, New Delhi, a wrong finding of “left adnexa shows a cystic structure measuring 2.20 x 2.69 cm.  An echogenic structure (dead foetus) is seen within the fluid,” has been made.  It is also mentioned that “there is a live intrauterine foetus in cephalic presentation 14 weeks+ -1 week of gestational age”.  The complainant further states that getting concerned about his wife’s condition, he got his wife admitted at Sri Balaji Action Medical Institute, Paschim Vihar, New Delhi.  An ultrasound dated 20.8.2008 at Sri Balaji Action Medical Institute gave the findings of “single live foetus and left adnexa shows cyst of size 5.6 x 5.8 x5.0 cm with few septae and eccentric mural echogenic nodule of size 2.5x1.9x2.1 cm with calcification within.  Left ovary not seen separately possibility of dermoid cyst most likely.”  As per the said report the radiologist had further advised MRI correlation. The MRI dated 23.8.2008 of National MRI Scan Centre, Punjabi Bagh, New Delhi, gave the opinion of “findings are suggestive of left adenxal dermoid cyst.  Note is made of early pregnancy.”

According to the complainant the ultrasound report dated 19.8.2008 prepared by Dr. Lalita Choudhary was wrong / incorrect and the same constitute an act of medical negligence.  

Contd/-

( 2 )

Dr. Lalita Choudhary in her written statement asserted that she had described a live intrauterine pregnancy alongwith an ectopic missed abortion because she remembered the patient showing an USG done at an earlier gestation which did not show left adnexal mass.  This was the reason for her interpreting the image as left adnexal ectopic missed abortion which is one of the many differential diagnoses of an adnexal mass.  Even dermoid cyst is a difficult diagnosis on USG.  Therefore, dermoid cyst was later confirmed by MRI.  The ultrasound report of Action Balaji Hospital described it as a dermroid cyst.  Dr. Lalita Choudhary further stated that standard textbooks / literature mention both the above conditions as one of the many differential diagnosis of adnexal mass due to a close resemblance between the images produced by different conditions on ultrasonography and that it was only a professional opinion about USG generated image and opinions vary from person to person.  

In view of the above, the Delhi Medical Council observes that diagnosis of adnexal ectopic missed abortion, especially in case of twin pregnancy is a rare diagnosis, hence, Dr. Laita Choudhary should have exercised reasonable degree of skill and knowledge and advised further investigations/considered the other plausible probabilities, instead of categorically confirming the said diagnosis based on the ultrasound findings.  There appears to be a definite error in judgement on the part of Dr. Lalita Choudhary in preparation of ultrasound report dated 19.8.2008 of Janta Diagnostic Centre.

The Delhi Medical Council issues a warning to Dr. Lalita Choudhary (DMC registration No. 28669); stricture to be recorded in the State Medical Register of Delhi Medical Council.  

Complaint stands disposed.



By the Order & in the name of 









Delhi Medical Council









(Dr. Girish Tyagi)


   Secretary

       

Copy to :-
1) Shri Kamal Chandna r/o. A-3/271, Paschim Vihar, New Delhi – 110063

2) Dr. Lalita Chaudhary, Janta Diagnostic Centre, B-3/53, Paschim Vihar, New Delhi – 110053 
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