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2nd December, 2008 

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Ms. Ekta r/o. 5994/7B/1, Nakul Gali Vishwas Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi, forwarded by Directorate of Health Services, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Indraprastha Apollo Hospital in the treatment administered to her husband late Naresh Kumar at Indraprastha Apollo Hospital, resulting in his death on 13.3.2008. 

The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Ritu Rawat Medical Superintendent, Indraprastha Apollo Hospital and copy of medical records of Indraprastha Apollo Hospital.  It is observed that late Naresh Kumar (referred hereinafter as the patient) was admitted in Indraprastha Apollo Hospital with a diagnosis of Acute Pencreatitis alcohol related on 24.2.2008.  He had earlier received treatment at Surya Hospital where he was managed conservatively.  The general condition of the patient at the time of admission at Indraprastha Apollo Hospital was critical.  Investigations revealed mild MR with ejection fraction of 70%, ultrasound of whole abdomen revealed hepatomegaly, mild ascitis, right pleural effusion and edematous pancreas.  CECT whole abdomen revealed Acute necrotizing pancreatitis with multiple peripancreatic collection, ascitis and marked peripancreatic inflammation with splenic vein thrombosis extending till splenoportal confluence with Balthazar CT stage – e with CT Severity index of 8.  Since the patient’s general condition was critical and he was feeling restless with persistent tachycardia, he was immediately admitted into ICU and was started on IV antibiotics (Meropenem,  Metrogyl,  Oflox).   In  view  of  the  hypotension  a  CVP  line  was placed.  Blood reports of the patient
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showed TLC 18500, HB (18.9), Ca+(6.6), Amylase (517), lipase 1340.   The ABG  done  on  the  patient  showed  metabolic  acidosis.   In  view  of  the  tachypnea and pleural effusion, chest consultation was also done and patient was advised for Bipap.  On 26.2.2008 patient had sudden onset of Generalized Tonic Chonic Seizures and patient was started on Antieplilepic drugs.  As the patient was unable to maintain SPO2, he was intubated and was put on CMV mode of ventilatory support.  Patient had mild to moderate grade fever and his counts remained persistently high.  In view of the nutritional status, patient underwent Endoscopic guided NJFT insertion and subsequently NJ feeding was started.  Patient CECT (abdomen) was done on 29.2.2008, which showed peripancreatic collection Ascites and splenic vein thrombosis extending up to the splenoportal confluence with left pleural effusion suggestive of severe necrotizing pancreaitis  (CT  severity  index  grade-8).   Blood report were done which showed further increase in TLC (27000) despite antibiotics coverage.  Patient underwent tracheostomy on 5.3.2008.   On the 10th March patient had decreased urine output.  KFT done showed increase creatinine (3.1), increased Blood urea (97).  Nephrologist was consulted and patient was advised accordingly.  Patient developed hypotension and tachycardia and was put on Vasopressers (Dopamine, Noradrenaline).  Patient’s attendants were informed about the worsening condition of the patient and the outcome of the illness and were also counseled accordingly.  On the 13.3.2008 around 9.50 am patient had sudden cardio-respiratory arrest, CPR was started immediately.  BP, pulse was not recordable.  In spite of all the measures, the patient could not be revived and was declared dead on 13.3.2008 at 10.15 am.  

In light of the observations made hereinabove, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that the line of treatment adopted by the doctors of Indraprastha Apollo Hospital in the management of this patient was in accordance with the accepted professional practices in such cases.  The patient died because the natural progression of the disease leading to multi organ failure.
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Prima facie no case of medical negligence is made out against the doctors of Indraprastha Apollo Hospital.

Complaint stands disposed.  
    

     By the Order & in the name of 









     Delhi Medical Council








                 (Dr. Girish Tyagi)









     Secretary

       

Copy to :-

1) Ms. Ekta r/o. 5994/7B/1, Nakul Gali Vishwas Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi

2) Medical Superintendent, Indraprastha Apollo Hospital, Sarita Vihar, Delhi Mathura Road, New Delhi – 110076

3) Medical Superintendent Nursing Homes, Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Swasthya Sewa Nideshalay Bhawan, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi – 110032 – with reference to letter No. F.23/(300)/MSNH-II/DHS/HQ/2007-08/27311 dated 28.5.2008 
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