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3rd June, 2008  

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined the representation from Police Station Gokulpuri, regarding administration of an expired date medicine by Dr. S.P. Singh, owner of Triveni Hospital, to a patient named Shri Jay Singh.

The Delhi Medical Council perused the representation from Police Station Gokulpuri regarding alleged administration of an expired date medicine (Lopace-H2.5 mg.) by Dr. S.P. Singh, written statement of Dr. S.P. Singh, documents on record and heard the following in person :-

(1)
Shri Jai Singh

Complainant

(2)
Dr. S.P. Singh

Shri Jai Singh stated that Dr. S.P. Singh diagnosed him to be suffering from hypertension for which he administered Lopace – H 2.5 mg medicine.  After intake of the said medicine, he discovered the same was an expired drug (expiry date of January 2008), he, therefore, got anxious and requested the staff of Triveni Hospital to call Dr. S.P. Singh.  
Dr. S.P. Singh stated that he only prescribed the medicine Lopace-H 2.5 mg but did not administer the same.  He does not know from where the patient purchased the medicine.  He himself did not give the said medicine to Shri Jai Singh.

The Council made the following observations :-

A drug following the expiry date can either loose its efficacy or become toxic because of the degradation product.  The letter happens commonly with liquid oral preparation and certain injectable preparation.

Contd/-

( 2 )

There is at present no literature available to suggest that the drug in question Lopace-H 2.5 mg prescribed to the patient undergoes any toxic degradation following expiry date.  Also the expiry date was within the acceptable range of 3.6 months.

Hence, it is unlikely that the drug would have cause any deleterious effect to the patient.

In view of the above, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of Dr. S.P. Singh.

Complaint stands disposed.

By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

Copy to :-
1) Shri Jai Singh s/o. Shri Ranjeet Singh, r/o. 243/2, Roshan Vihar, Sadatpur, Delhi

2) ACP, Police Station Gokulpuri, New Delhi – with reference to letter No. 1164 dated 3.3.2008

3) Dr. S.P. Singh, Triveni Hospital, 50, Sadatpur, (Karawal Nagar Road), Delhi – 110094 

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

