DMC/DC/14/2/Comp. 214/2006/

                                           23rd October, 2006 

O R DE R

The file of complaint No. 39 was placed before the Disciplinary Committee on 19.10.2006 .  this pertains to a suo-moto action by Delhi Medical Council on alleged failure of Walia Nursing Home to admit an accident victim on 6.2.2003 as reported in the Indian Express on 12.2.2003.  The Disciplinary Committee perused the Newspaper report, decision of the Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council, comments from Walia Nursing Home and Shanti Mukund Hospital.

The fact of the matter is that Shri Mohinder Singh whose name was not initially known, met with a road traffic accident on 6.2.2003 night.  He was brought to Walia Nursing Home in a very serious condition at about 11.30 pm on 6.2.2003, by a police constable and other persons but not his relations who were later on identified as the occupants of Tata Sumo that hit the autorikshaw in which the victim was traveling.  The doctor on duty after examining the patient opined that the patient was seriously ill due to severe headinjury and would require neurosurgical care including Neurosurgical ICU services for which the patient may have to be referred to other hospital namely Shanti Mukund Hospital which very near to Walia Nursing Home, is about 1 km away on the main road and having all such facilities.  On hearing this the accompanying persons and the police constable immediately took the patien to Shanti Mukund Hosital without waiting for the doctor to start any treatment as they did not want to waste time.  

At Shanti Mukund Hospital on arrival the patient was gasping without any recordable pulse and blood pressure.  He was resuscitated but could not be saved and died at 0.40 hrs. of 7.2.2003.  Police had registered an FIR case against the driver of the Tata Sumo under FIR No. 44 dated 7.2.2003 u/s 279/304-A IPC for rash and negligent driving and was arrested.  Post mortem was also done at Lok Nayak Hospital.  No post mortem report is available in the file. 

The Disciplinary Committee observes that :-

(a) The victim suffered from severe head injury while traveling in an autorikshow on being hit by a Tata Sumo.

(b) He was brought to Walia Nursing Home by a Police Constable, autorikshow driver and other persons.

(c) At Walia Nursing Home on being told by the duty doctor after examination that the victim was suffering from serious head injury and might require to be transferred to neurosurgical unit, the attendants took the victim to Shanti Mukund Hospital immediately without wasting time.

(d) At Shanti Mukund Hospital the victim succumbed to his injuries in spite of all resuscitation measures.  Refusal of admission as the probable attributing factor for the death of the patient at Walia Nursing Home could not be made out.  The victim succumbed to serious injuries he suffered due to RTA. 

Complaint stands disposed.

(Dr. V.K.Arora)

Chairman, Disciplinary Committee

