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( 2 )
O R D E R

A committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined the complaints of Dr. Seema Kale and Dr. K. Raj Kapoor against Mai Kamli Wali Hospital and Dr. P.J. Singh, Medical Superintendent, Mai Kamli Wali Hospital. Mr. S.N.P. Punj, a Trustee of the Hospital appeared on behalf of Mai Kamliwali Hospital.  The parties submitted their written submissions.  The parties were heard in person. 

Dr. Seema Kale and Dr. K. Raj Kapoor have alleged that Mai Kamli Wali Hospital and its Medical Superintendent, Dr. P.J. Singh have violated medical ethics by offering and paying commissions to doctors for admitting patients in their hospital.  They have also alleged that Rs.One Lakh was demanded from doctors by the hospital for continuing as consultants and that the hospital has been commercialized and is running like a private nursing home.  Since they did not advance such payments their services as consultant was not continued.  

Dr. P.J. Singh, Medical Superintendent of Mai Kamli Wali Hospital upon questioning admitted that the hospital has continued with only those Consultants who have paid money.  Mr. Punj justified the deposit as being an indication of their commitment to the trust.  Mr. Punj however was not aware that payment of referral incentive was contrary to the code of ethics.

It was established based on oral submissions, written statement and documents on record that the hospital has paid referral incentive to doctors, which is violation of medical ethics. Dr. P.J. Singh, Medical Superintendent has written to doctors offering them 25% referral incentive on their patients which is clear violation of medical ethics.  The excuse that this was in respect of services rendered is not borne out from the records and defies belief.  

Warning is hereby issued to Dr. P.J. Singh for violating medical ethics.  Censure to be recorded in the State Medical Register.  We make it clear that we have recommended the mildest form of punishment since this is the first time a doctor has been found guilty of the practice and he has expressed remorse.  We intend to take a strict view henceforth of cases of referral incentives/commissions to doctors.

During the course of inquiry certain other disturbing facts have also come on record.  Prima facie, on inspection of hospital and its records, it appears that the hospital has not been functioning as 
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a charitable General Hospital and has not been providing 25% beds reserved for free treatment for weaker sections of the society as per the terms of land allotment to Mai Kamli Wali Jan Kalyan Charitable Trust.  These aspects may be investigated by other appropriate authorities separately such as the D.D.A.

Finally it appears from the statements of Mr. Punj that the services of Dr. Kale and Dr. Raj Kapoor were not continued due to their not depositing the money in the trust.  The trust may reconsider the position, since there does not appear to be any complaint against the performance of the doctors.

Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi is being informed about violation of medical ethics by M.K.W. Hospital and other observations made hereinabove, for which it may take appropriate action.






             (Dr. S.K. Khattri)

Registrar & Secretary
DMC/14/Comp. 34/2/2003/






     February 28, 2003


Copy to :

1) Secretary, Medical Council of India, Aiwan-E-Galib Marg, Kotla Road, (Opp. Mata Sundari College for Women), New Delhi – 110 002.

2) Pr. Secretary (H&FW), Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Delhi Secretariat, 9th Floor, Players Building, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – 110 002.       

3) Registrar, State Medical Councils.

(Dr. S.K. Khattri)

Registrar & Secretary

