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DG – 832, Sarojini Nagar,

New Delhi – 110 023

Vs.

1.
Dr. G.S. Kochhar (DMC Regn. No. 3969)

                       
Respondents


88 (GF) Block A-2,


Safdarjung Enclave,

New Delhi – 110 029

2.
Holy Family Hospital

Okhla Road

New Delhi – 110 025

O R D E R 

The Delhi Medical Council examined the complaint of Shri V.P. Sharma against Dr. G.S. Kochhar and doctors of Holy Family Hospital alleging medical negligence in the treatment provided to his late wife Smt. Kusum Lata who was admitted to Holy Family Hospital on 08.08.2002 for Cystoscopy and dilatation for stricture urethra and later on transferred to Escorts Heart Institute & Research Centre where she died on 17.08.2002.

The Council examined the complainant, Dr. G.S. Kochhar, Medical Superintendent of Holy Family Hospital, Dr. S. Mukherjee and documents on record.
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The patient was suffering from urethral stenosis with past history of tuberculosis, which lead to Bronchiectasis.  Cystoscopy was indicated in this patient and was done under IV sedation at Holy Family Hospital under antibiotic cover.  During post-operative period, the patient passed clear urine, however, in the afternoon of 08.08.2002, she suddenly developed chills and discomfort associated with fall in Blood Pressure and fall in Hemoglobin.  There were no clinical signs of any intra-abdominal viscus injury. The treating surgeon considered the occurrence of some medical complications for which he referred the patient to Dr. S. Mukherjee.  The patient was examined by Dr. Jaydeep Mandal who is a junior consultant in the unit of Dr. S. Mukherjee at Holy Family Hospital for the management of medical complications.  Dr. S. Mukherjee, the consultant physician, was in touch with Dr. Jaydeep Mandal telephonically and saw the patient only on 10.8.2002 and suggested for the transfer of the patient to Escorts Heart Institute as the team of physicians at Holy Family Hospital considered the possibility of a myocardial infarction. The patient was transferred to Escorts Heart Institute on 10.08.2002.  The patient developed septicemia following urethral instrumentation, which is a known complication.  This lead to Disseminated Intravascular Coagulation.  Failure to diagnose Disseminated Intravascular Coagulation while at Holy Family Hospital does not constitute medical negligence.  The treatment at Holy Family Hospital covered up for treatment of septicemia.  The basis of referral to Escorts Heart Institute was the clinical condition  of the patient and raised enzymes levels, which gave a suggestion of acute myocardial event.  Disseminated Intravascular Coagulation was not suspected by the treating doctors while the patient was in Holy Family hospital. However, the patient was managed with :

· Intravenus Efcorlin

· Injection Dopamine

· Injection Claforan

· Injection Gentamycin

· Injection Fragmin
During the course of the proceedings, it was established that two discharge summaries were issued on the same date (10.8.2002) in respect of the patient by the Holy Family Hospital which were contradictory in nature.  The explanation given by the hospital was that one discharge slip  was  made  as  a routine in anticipation and another one specific to the case.  This explanation 
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was found to be unsatisfactory but no malafide can be imputed to the same.  The Council, however, takes a serious note of this wrong practice and directs the hospital to desist from such practice in future because discharge summary should only be made just prior to the discharge of the patient and not in anticipation.

The laboratory findings of raised Fibrin Degradation Products on 13.8.2002 while at Escorts Heart Institute substantiate the diagnosis of Disseminated Intravascular Coagulation. Holy Family Hospital has a proper system of qualified post-graduate doctors working round the clock.  The system of patient being managed by a team of doctors is an accepted norm all over the country.  No medical negligence found in the management of this case.




           (Dr. S.K. Khattri)

Registrar & Registrar 

Copy to :-

1) Secretary to Hon’ble Health Minister, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – 110 002. 

2) Director Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Swasthaya Sewa Nideshalay, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi – 110 034.

3) Pr. Secretary (H&FW), Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Delhi Secretariat, 9th Floor, Players Building, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – 110 002.
4) Shri Shri V.P. Sharma, DG – 832, Sarojini Nagar, New Delhi – 110 023

5) Dr. G.S. Kochhar, 88 (GF) Block A-2, Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi – 110 029

6) Holy Family Hospital, Okhla Road, New Delhi – 110 025

7) Registrar, State Medical Councils.


   (Dr. S.K. Khattri)

   
Registrar & Secretary

