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                                27th July, 2007 

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Suresh and ors. r/o 152/224, Double Storey, New Seelampur, Delhi-110053, forwarded by Directorate of Health Services, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Dr. Gupta Nursing Home & Hospital, 25 Raj Block Naveen Shahdara, Delhi-110032, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s brother late Ram Prasad resulting in his death on 3-07-05.  The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, written statement of Shri U.P. Sharma, General Manager, Dr. Gupta Nursing Home, written statement of Dr. Geeta Gupta, Medical Director, Dr. Gupta Nursing Home made to Directorate of Health Services, copy of medical records of Dr. Gupta Nursing Home and other documents on record. The following were heard in person :-

1.
Shri Suresh

brother of the deceased

2.
Shri Sumangal 

brother of the deceased

3.
Shri Raj Mangal
brother of the deceased

Dr. Geeta Gupta in spite of directions from the Council to present herself alongwith other doctors of Dr. Gupta Nursing Home and Hospital involved in the treatment of late Ram Prasad, failed to appear.  In view of the same, the Council decided to proceed ex parte and decide the matter on merits.  

From the medical records it is observed that :-

(a) The patient Ram Prasad was admitted in Gupta Nursing Home on 3.7.2005 at 9.30 a.m. with the complaints of pain abdomen etc. was diagnosed to be suffering from multiple renal calculi.  On admission he was given Inj. Voveran 1 amp. at 9.30 a.m., Inj. Ranitidin 9.30 a.m., Inj. Tramadol 1cc  IV  at 11 a.m., Inj. Fortwin  and Inj. Phenergan at 11.15 a.m.  
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Inj. Emset 1 amp. I.V. stat at 3.30 p.m. besides other drugs like I.V. fluid, Alkacitrol 
Syrup etc.

(b) Vital signs of the patient were monitored and it has been recorded that BP was falling from 140/80 mm of Hg on admission to 106/70 at 10.30 a.m. then to 110/60 at 1 pm and then to 94/60 at 3 pm.  The BP came upto 110/70 at 3.15 pm which fell again to 80 systolic at 4.45 pm.

(c) Patient was also investigated and on the case sheet the blood urea has been recorded as 64 mg% whereas in the reply of Dr. Geeta Gupta the BUN has been recorded as 64% mg.

(d) The death certificate does not mention about the cause of death but mentions about the diagnosis of obstructive nephropathy with multiple renal calculus with cardiac arrest whereas aspiration has been noted in the case sheet.  

(e) The nurses note on drugs delivered and the doctors prescription show discord.  Doctors prescribed dopamine at 4.45 pm whereas nurses notes do not mention about it.

(f) Although BP was falling since 10 a.m., it is not clear whether this falling BP was considered while giving drugs like Tramadol at 10.30 a.m. and Inj. Fortwin /Phenargan at 11 am. 

(g) Record keeping is of poor quality.

(h) No post mortem examination on the deceased body was done.

Conclusion : From the records and in the absence of post mortem report, medical negligence could not be established.  However monitoring of the patients’ conditions and record keeping have been found to be far from being adequate and proper.  In view of the same, warning is issued to Dr. Geeta Gupta.  
Complaint stands disposed.

By the Order & in the name of

             Delhi Medical Council

                          (Dr. R.N. Baishya)

 Secretary
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Copy to :-
1. Suresh, 152/224, Double Storey, New Seelampur, Delhi – 110053 

2. Dr. Geeta Gupta, Medical Director, Dr. Gupta Nursing Home & Hospital, 25, Raj Block, Naveen Shahdara, Delhi – 110032 

3. Medical Superintendent Nursing Homes, Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Swasthaya Sewa Nideshalay Bhawan, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi-32 - With reference to letter No. F.23(44)/2005-06/DHS/NH/57122 dated 14.3.2007 

4. Superintendent (H&FW), Deptt. of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 9th Level, A-Wing, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – 110002 – with reference to letter No. 14/02/07/HFW/594 dated 15.2.2007
 (Dr. R.N. Baishya)

 Secretary

