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                           15th May, 2019

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a complaint of Shri Rajneesh Kapur, Managing Director, Kalchakra  News  Bureau, C-6/28, Safdarjung Development Area, New Delhi-110016, alleging professional misconduct on the part of Dr. R.K. Arya, Director, Sports Injury Centre, Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi.

The Order of the Executive Committee dated 24th April, 2019  is reproduced herein-below:-
“The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Rajneesh Kapur, Managing Director, Kalchakra  News  Bureau, C-6/28, Safdarjung Development Area, New Delhi-110016, alleging professional misconduct on the part of Dr. R.K. Arya, Director, Sports Injury Centre, Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi.  

The Executive Committee perused the complaint, written statement of DR.R.K. Arya, comments of Dr. (Prof.) V.K. Tiwari, Director & Medical Superintendent, Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital and other documents on record.  

It is noted that as per the complaint it is alleged that Dr. R.K. Arya working as Director at Sports Injury Centre, Safdarjung Hospital committed gross professional and ethical misconduct. The records available with them clearly establish that Dr. Arya while holding the post of HOD, Orthopaedics at Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital undertook a foreign visit to Egypt under the garb of attending an international  conference  from  11th  to  14th  December,  2017  without 
seeking approval. Even the Medical Superintendent of Dr. RML Hospital and the next senior most doctor in the Orthopaedic Department were not aware of the proposed visit abroad. The to & fro air fare and hotel expenses in respect of Dr. R.K. Arya were borne by Max Medical, (a company which manufactures knee & hip implants) under the guise of Hospitality being provided by the Organizers of Conference. The detail of the case including the photograph of Dr. R.K. Arya with the Representative of Max Medical at Various locations in Egypt as well as the report of the Medical Superintendent Dr. RML Hospital which clearly reveals professional misconduct on the part of Dr. R. K. Arya. The Medical Superintendent has even recommended Dr. Arya’s transfer to another hospital and a thorough enquiry into the matter. It is requested that the matter be thoroughly enquired by the disciplinary committee of the council so that corrupt Government Doctor like Dr. R.K. Arya is suitably punished for his professional misconduct unbecoming of a Government Officer and that too holding the post of Director of Premier Institute. 
Dr. R. K. Arya in his written statement averred that he had visited Cario, Egypt for presenting three scientific papers in the 69th Annual International Congress of the Egyptian Orthopaedic Association, (EOA) from 11-14 December, 2017. Their invitation covered the registration fees, accommodation at the Congress Venue during the conference days and all conference social activities. This was declared in his application well in advance to MOHFW through Medical Superintendent RML Hospital. It was also disclosed to Ministry of Home Affairs for getting their clearances. This was a standard practice of all scientific medical conferences and the same was extended to all faculty members including doctors from AIIMS, AMU, Lucknow and other reputed hospitals of Delhi.  In this regard he had submitted his application to RML Hospital on 28.8.2017. In his application he declared the details regarding his travel and stay arrangements. RML Hospital forwarded the application to Dt. GHS on 6.10.2017. Vigilance clearance given on 2.11.2017. Dt. GHS forwarded the application to IC Section Ministry of Health on 13.11.2017. FCRA (Ministry of Home Affairs Clearance) given on 24.11.2017. Ministry of External Affairs Clearance (Political Clearance) given on 8.12.2017. MOHFW post facto approval. Air ticket Delhi to Cairo, Egypt was paid by him through cheque. Bank statements already submitted to ministry. The enquiry regarding the above matter has already been concluded by vigilance Deptt. of DGHS and MOHFW. It is pertinent here to refer to DOPT letter no. 11013/2/2015/EStt.A-III dated 27th July Subject: requirement of taking prior permission for leaving station/headquarters for going abroad while on leave that  “it may be ensure that the decisions were conveyed to the Government servants within 21 days of receipt of complete application to the competent authority. Any lacunae in the applications should be brought to the notice of the Government servant within one week of the receipt of the application. In the event of failure on the part of the competent authority to communicate its decision to the Government employee concerned with 21 days of receipt of the application, the employee concerned shall be free to assume that permission has been granted to him”. This is a habit of this news agency to make complaint against some doctors selectively. Delhi Medical Council may kindly consider to have the matter thoroughly investigated to find out whether this was a genuine journalistic activity or motivated by extraneous consideration, may be in collision with some unscrupulous elements. This need to be investigated and put a stop for all time to come in future, so that positive and constructive work without fear can be done in the interest of patient care and institution development. 
In light of the above, the Executive Committee makes the following observation:-
1. The issue regarding seeking of permission for foreign visit and matters related thereto are purely administrative in nature, which the concerned administrative authorities may look into and take appropriate action, as deemed fit. 
2. We are restricting the examination by Delhi Medical Council to the issue of foreign visit of Dr. R. K. Arya allegedly being sponsored by a pharmaceutical company, in violation of Regulation 6.8 of Indian Medical Council (Professional Conduct, Etiquette and Ethics) 2002. It is observed that Dr. R. K. Arya did attend the 69th Annual International congress of the Egyptian orthopaedic Association form 11-14 December, 2017 on the invitation of Egyption Orthopaedic Association and that the invitation included covering the expenses related to registration fees, accommodation at the Congress Venue Intercontinental City Stars ( A five Star Hotel) during the conference days and all conference social activities as is borne out from the invitation of letter.  Further as per Dr. R.K. Arya the air expenses amounting to Rs. 27,564 were borne by him in support of which he has filed a copy of his bank statement. It is also noted that vide letter dated 2.1.2019 Meril Life Sciences India Pvt. Ltd. has clarified that it has not sponsored travel, stay, other hospital or any other expenses to Dr. R. K. Arya, Director Sports Injury Centre, Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi. 
In light of the observation made hereinabove, it is, therefore, the decision of the Executive Committee that prima-facie no case of professional misconduct is made out on the part of Dr. R.K. Arya, Director, Sports Injury Centre, Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi. 

Complaint stand disposed.”
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 24th April, 2019 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 09th May, 2019.

By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                                                        Delhi Medical Council

     
                                             


                     (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                      


                        
      

          Secretary

  Copy to :-
1) Shri Rajneesh Kapur, Managing Director, Kalchakra  News  Bureau, C-6/28, Safdarjung Development Area, New Delhi-110016).
2) Dr.R.K. Arya, Director, Sports Injury Centre, Safdarjung Hospital.
3) Medical Superintendent, Dr. RML Hospital, Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001.

4) Managing Director, Max Medical c/o Meril Life Sciences India Private Ltd, Vandana Building, Tolstoy Mar, New  Delhi-110001. 
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