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    11th July, 2019

O R D E R                                                       
The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a complaint of Smt. Reshma r/o T-330 Begam Pur Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110017, alleging medical negligence in the preparation/examination of pathology report of the complainant. 

The Order of the Executive Committee dated 25th June, 2019 is reproduced herein-below:

The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a  complaint of Smt. Reshma r/o T-330 Begam Pur Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110017(referred hereinafter as the complainant), alleging medical negligence in the preparation/examination of pathology report of the complainant.
The Executive Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Reena Tomar and other documents on record.
It is noted that as per the compliant, the complainant was under treatment at Madan Mohan Malviya Hosptial and on 15th May 2018 the biopsy sample of complainant was sent to Maulana Azad Medical College, for histopathology examination, which was reported on 21st May, 2018 by Dr. Reena Tomar as ‘possibility of endometrial adenocarcinomas is suggestive’. The complainant was thereafter referred to Safdarjung Hospital for treatment where another histopathology examination was done which was reported on 10.7.2018 with the observation ‘section examined show mucoid material and few inflammatory cells’. Subsequently the Maulana Azad Medical College histopathology slides were reviewed and vide report dated 20.7.2018 was opined ‘showing features of proliferative endometrium, no evidence of malignancy’. The complainant alleges medical negligence on the part of Dr. Reena Tomar who prepared her histopathology report dated 21st May 2018. Dr. Reena Tomar in her written statement averred that at the outset, they received a biopsy sample of patient Ms. Reshma for Histopathology reporting on 15th May, 2018. After due processing of the biopsy sample, the histopathology report was submitted on 21st May, 2018. The biopsy report given out to the complainant mentioned the impression as–“possibility of endometrial adenocarcinomas is suggestive”. In the same case, the Departmental record of the same biopsy report mentioned the findings and description as-Gross: “Multiple greyish-brown soft-tissue bits all together measuring 1.8cm x 1.0cm x 0.2 cm in size with? Blood-clots”, and microscopy as–“Section shows endometrial glands and stroma with presence of atypical cells, arranged in glandular pattern, and also scattered singly with areas of haemorrhage”.  Upon request of the complainant to review the slides of the said sample on 20th July 2017, the slides were reviewed by the Department again and the report given out to the mentioned on the same day was “show highly fragmented biopsy, entrapped in blood clot, showing features of proliferative endometrium, showing evidence of shedding. No evidence of malignancy seen in the biopsy sent.” The shedding /menstrual endometrium is one of the well- known differential diagnosis of adenocarcinoma. Menstrual/ shedding endometrium can be confused with adenocarcinoma because of extensive tissue breakdown characterized by tissue fragmentation and haemorrhage. It is reiterated that ‘Fragmentation’ and Haemorrhage were seen in the biopsy sample of the patient received by them. The shedding endometrium comprises of stromal crowding (masses of condensed stromal cells), artefactual glandular crowding and nuclear crowding. This is the standard medical textbook description of a shedding/menstrual endometrium. The above descriptions are supported with adequate, standard and reputed medical textbook references   as stromal crowding, artefactual glandular crowding, nuclear crowding.  Further, adenocarcinoma variants (secretory carcinoma and adenoacanthoma) are often and routinely resemble with benign appearing endomaterium. It is reiterated that the Impression of the biopsy report given out to the patient merely “suggested the possibility” of adenocarcinoma. It was neither confirmatory nor a final report as the tissue sample received by them was of a very small size and might not have been representative of the entire pathology inside the patient’s body. It is unfortunate that the complainant suffered mental agony for the unconfirmed final report of merely a suggestion of possibility of adenocarcinoma. The same is regretted. To the best of her knowledge and belief, the complainant Ms. Reshma is presently hale and hearty, leading a normal life, and suffers no damage or harm whatsoever, she was under investigations for her problems at three government-run hospitals namely Madam Mohan Malviya Nagar Hospital, New Delhi, Maulana Azad Medical College, New Delhi, Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi. In summary, it is reiterated that in cases where biopsy sample is fragmented, small sized tissue samples with shedding endometrium, the same mimics adenocarcinoma and is one of the well known differential diagnosis of adenocarcinoma. 
The Executive Committee notes that the co-opted Pathology expert on examination of the slides of S-6704/2018 of Smt. Reshma has observed ‘section examined is of poor technical quality and shows proliferative endometrium with stromal breakdown and haemorrhage. There is no evidence of malignancy. The Executive Committee further notes that the complainant did not receive any treatment based on 21st May, 2018 report and her report was later rectified also. 
In light of the observation the Executive Committee advises Dr. Reena Tomar to exercises to due diligence in future whilst conducting pathological examination or preparing their reports, as any incorrect finding/report can have serious implications regarding the patient treatment. 
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 25th June, 2019 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 28th June, 2019.

By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                           Delhi Medical Council

     
                                             


                                (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                      


                        
                                     Secretary

Copy to:-
1)  Smt. Reshma r/o T-330 Begam Pur Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110017.
2) Dr. Reena Tomar, Department of Pathology, Through Dean, Maulana Azad Medical College, New Delhi-110002. 

3) Dean, Maulana Azad Medical College, New Delhi-110002.
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