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     08th April, 2019           

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a complaint of Smt. Seema Achall, 42 Crow Hill Lane, Great Cambourne, Cambridgeshire, CB 23 5 AW,  forwarded by Directorate General of Health Services, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Batra Hospital in the treatment of complainant’s mother Smt. Kaushalaya Devi, resulting in her death.

The Order of the Executive Committee dated 06th March, 2019 is reproduced herein-below:
“The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Smt. Seema Achall, 42 Crow Hill Lane, Great Cambourne, Cambridgeshire, CB 23 5 AW, (referred hereinafter as the complainant) forwarded by Directorate General of Health Services, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Batra Hospital(referred hereinafter as the said Hospital)  in the treatment of complainant’s mother Smt. Kaushalaya Devi, resulting in her death.

The Executive Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Sheela Datt Medical Superintendent of Batra Hospital, enclosing therewith written statement of Dr. Mohit Goel, Dr. Nabajit Talukdar, medical records of Batra Hospital and other documents on record.
The Executive Committee observes that the patient Smt. Kaushalya Devi, 79 years female, underwent mastectomy in 2000 for carcinoma breast (whether she was given chemo and/or radiotherapy is not available in perusal of record that are available). The additional comorbidities were age (79), hypertension (duration not available), hypothyroidism and seizure disorder (last episode in March, 2017).

The investigations before the present admission (March, 2017) revealed the following:-

i) Generalized ischemic demyelination of brain (on MRI).

ii) Compression fracture of L1 vertebral body (reported to be osteoporotic but possibility of neoplastic etiology not ruled out -perhaps in view of history of carcinoma breast .

iii) CECT throax and abdomen revealed cardiomegaly with multi chamber enlargement with moderate left pleural effusion and collapse of left lower lobe, minimal right pleural effusion and increased congestive vascularity of both lungs. Compression fracture of L-1 was also confirmed.

iv) EEG was suggestive of generalized epileptiform discharges.

v) Echocardiography revealed moderate mitral regurgitation, moderate tricuspid regurgitation with high right atrial pressure (56 mmHg), thickened  and calcified aortic valve, a global hypokinisia and a moderate LV systolic dysfunction with EF of 35-40 percent.

vi) Biochemical investigations revealed an early renal failure (Urea 61, Creatinine 1.1) with mild hyponatremia, (Na+ of 131 and mild hyperkalemia (K+ of 5.9).

All these investigations were done at Batra Hospital, however the reason for these investigations is not clear, perhaps they were done during the last episode of seizure. 

Subsequently, patient was admitted on  17th December, 2017 with a febrile illness and altered sensorium. There was no neurological deficit with a coma scale of 14. Investigations revealed anaemia (Hb of 7.9), TLC of 19, 600 and worsened  hyponatremia. Blood culture revealed E. colic and antibiotics administered as per sensitivity. During admission Na+ increased  from 117 to 129 mg/L . During the course of stay she received a blood transfusion during which patient developed a reaction. Patient also developed atrial fibrillation which was managed by appropriate drugs. It may be remarked that a fall in hemoglobin is not an appropriate justification for not using anticoagulation for presentation of pulmonary embolism. 

The patient had a sudden cardiac death on the third day of admission, which is possible during periods of stress considering her age, underlying comorbidities and a sub-optimal baseline cardiac function. Septicemia is a severe state of stress; the outcome of which becomes increasingly unfavourable with increasing age and pre existing comorbidities.

In view of the observation made hereinabove, it is, therefore, the decision of the Executive Committee that the Smt. Kaushalaya Devi was treated as per accepted professional practices in such cases by the doctors of Batra Hospital and  primafacie no case of medical negligence is made out on the part of doctors of Batra Hospital  in the treatment of complainant’s mother late Smt. Kaushalaya Devi at Batra Hospital.

Complaint stands disposed.”
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 06th March, 2019 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 27th March, 2019.

By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                           Delhi Medical Council

     
                                             


                          (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                      


                        
                                         Secretary
  Copy to :-

1)  Smt. Seema Achall, 42 Crow Hill Lane, Great Cambourne, Cambridgeshire, CB 23 5 A. 
2) Medical Superintendent, Batra Hospital & Medical Research Centre, 1, Tughlakabad Institutional Area, Mehrauli, Badarpur Road, New Delhi-110063. 

3) Dr. R.N. Das, Medical Superintendent-Nursing Homes, Directorate of Health Services, Gov. of  NCT. of Delhi (Nursing Home Cell), 5th Floor, F-17,Karkardooma, Delhi-110032.(w.r. t No. F.23/81/SED/DGHS/HQ/NHC/2018/823-24 dated 16.07.2018)-for information.

4) Addl. Dy. Commissioner of Police, South Distt., Hauz Khas, New Delhi-110016.(w.r.t. No.122/II-A/18/4990/SDC/SD , New  Delhi, dated 20.07.2018)-for information.
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