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 14th February, 2006 

O R D E R

The Disciplinary Committee examined a representation from DCP Headquarters, Delhi, forwarded by Govt. of NCT of Delhi, seeking medical opinion on the complaint of Shri Phool Chand Mullana alleging medical negligence in the treatment administered to his wife late Pushpa Mullana (IPD No. IP00160292) at Escorts Heart Institute & Research Centre, Delhi (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital), resulting in her death on 21.6.2005.  The Disciplinary Committee perused the complaint, replies of Dr. T.S. Kler, Dr. Kartikeya, Dr. Jitendra Singh, Dr. Balbir Singh & Dr. Ashok Sharma and medical records of the said Hospital.  The following were heard in person :-

1. Shri Phool Chand Mullana

2. Dr A.K.Dubey, Medical Superintendent, Escorts Heart Institute & Research Centre

3. Dr. T.S. Kler, Escorts Heart Institute & Research Centre

4. Dr. Kartikeya, Escorts Heart Institute & Research Centre

5. Dr. Jitendra Singh, Escorts Heart Institute & Research Centre

6. Dr. Balbir Singh, Escorts Heart Institute & Research Centre

7. Dr. Ashok Sharma, Escorts Heart Institute & Research Centre
Mrs. Pushpa Mullana a case of dilated cardiomyopathy with left ventricular ejection fraction of 20% with moderate MR with left bundle branch block who was on biventricular permanent pacemaker implant since September 2000 was admitted on 10th June, 2005 at Escorts Heart Institute  for  PG  change  for  battery  depletion.   After  her  blood  test  report  was normal, she 
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was taken to electrophysiology lab in the evening with Injection Tergocid as antibiotics prophylaxis given before procedure and continued thereafter.  The left ventricular lead on operation was found dysfunctional.  The change of LV Lead is a complex procedure, hence the pocket was closed and the procedure was rescheduled to 13th June, 2005 with cardiothoracic and anaesthesia consultation.  

Patient developed fever on 12th June, 2005, blood culture, urine culture were sent.  TLC was not raised on 12th & 13th June, 2005 and local site was normal but the patient had a spike of fever in the morning which subsided in the evening.  The patient was taken up for the procedure in the evening on the 13th which was successfully done without the need of Cardiothoracic Surgeon.  However, this is a very unusual problem in which the procedure could not be completed on 10th June, 2005 itself and PG pocket had to be closed again putting the same old PG back into the pocket and procedure was rescheduled for 13th June, 2005.  The patient developed low grade fever with two spikes on 12th June, 2005 with a maximum of 100° F and also the patient was afebrile in between (as from fever chart).  The fever was latter lower on 13th June, 2005 99.5 and also touched normal on 13th June, 2005.

This patient in the next week of her stay continued to run fever with maximum spikes on 16th, 17th, 19th & 20th of (101° F) and lower readings on 18th June, 2005.

The TLC on 20th June, 2005 of 19100 with 74% Neutrophils suggests that infection may likely to be there.  This patient was already having significant LVD, Moderate MR and Renal Dysfunction.  

Proper antibiotics were given to the patient before the start of the procedure.  The team which was treating the patient was a competent team.

The sudden deterioration in the condition of the patient on 20th June, 2005 at 1.00 pm with breathlessness with hypotension and severe PAH (previously the patient was not having severe PAH) point more towards Pulmonary Embolism in the pressure of bed ridden patient and severe LV dysfunction which might have resulted in mortality in the patient.  
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In view of the above, it is clear that there was no criminal negligence by the treating doctors of Escorts Heart Institute & Research Centre.

(Dr. V.K. Arora)

Chairman, Disciplinary Committee
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 16th February, 2006 

Deptt. of Health & Family Welfare
Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 
A-Wing, 9th Level, Players Building, 
Delhi Secretariat, 
I.P. Estate, 
New Delhi – 110 002 
Ref. – Your letter No. F.342/77/2005/H&FW/615 dated 2nd August, 2005
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee of Delhi Medical Council in complaint of Shri Phool Chand Mullana against the doctors of Escorts Heart Institute & Research Centre, Delhi, forwarded by Govt. of NCT of Delhi, is enclosed herewith.

(Dr. S.K. Khattri)

Secretary 

Copy to : 

1) Medical Council of India, Aiwan-E-Galib Marg, Kotla Road, Opp. Mata Sundari College (for Women), New Delhi – 110 002 – With reference to letter No. MCI-211(2)(234)/2005-Ethics./13331 

2) Dy. Commissioner of Police (Headquarters), Office of the Commissioner of Police, Delhi – with reference to letter No. 36036/C&T (AC-VI) PHQ dated 10th July, 2005

(Dr. S.K. Khattri)

Secretary 

