DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.2376/2/2019/                        

                08th April, 2019

                            O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a complaint of Shri Gurmeet Singh s/o Shri Narinder Singh Saluja r/o 17/11, Third Floor, West Patel Nagar, New Delhi-110008, forwarded by Dy. Commissioner of Police, Central Distt., Delhi alleging medical negligence on the part of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital in the treatment administered to complainant.

The Order of the Executive Committee dated 06th March, 2019 is reproduced herein-below:
“The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Gurmeet Singh s/o Shri Narinder Singh Saluja r/o 17/11, Third Floor, West Patel Nagar, New Delhi-110008, forwarded by Dy. Commissioner of Police, Central Distt., Delhi alleging medical negligence on the part of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital in the treatment administered to complainant. 
The Executive Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Satendra Katoch Addl. Director Medical enclosing therewith written statement of Dr. Shyam Aggarwal, Dr. Sunita Bhalla, Dr. Ajay Bhutani, Dr. Seema Sud, Dr. Aditi Sud, Dr. Rakesh Kaul, Dr. Sandeep Aggarwal, Dr. Ritu Verma, Dr. Ankur Pruithi, copy of medical records of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital and other documents on record. 

The Executive Committee notes that the complainant reported to Sir Ganga Ram Hospital on 26.11.2016 with complaint of backache for which complainant was advised MRI by the consultant Neurosurgery. The MRI (Imaging No. 7370243-10) of the lumbosacral region showed a mass lesion (soft tissue sarcoma) in the retroperitoneum for which the consultant advised biopsy. The CT guided biopsy (Lab no. 18549/16, registration no. 1982826)  from the paravertebral mass reported on 02.12.2016, as inflammatory myofibroblastic tumour (IMT). As the mass was nonresectable,  chemotherapy was advised by the consultant oncologist. It is noted that ALK gene rearrangement was advised by  Dr. Shyam Agarwal of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, from outside, which was not done by the complainant. The complainant received 2 cycles of standard chemotherapy (ifosfamide and adriamycin) as per protocol. The chemotherapy was well tolerated both times i.e. from 9.12.2016 to 11.12.2016 and 29.12.2016 to 31.12.2016. A repeat MRI (Imaging No.747450-12) done at  Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, post chemotherapy, showed tumour necrosis in some area but overall there was no regression of tumor. Complainant chose to go to Tata Memorial Hospital Mumbai where he underwent another CT guided biopsy from the paravertebral mass which was reported (Path no. 17W-1898 SRL Hospital dated 13.02.2017) as necrotizing inflammation. However on culture (order no.29148600 of sample collected on 09.02.2017 PD Hinduja National Hospital and Medical Research Centre, Mumbai) mycobacterium tuberculosis complex was reported. 

The Executive Committee observes that the first MRI(Imaging No. 7370243-10) done on 29.11.2016 at MRI Centre Sir Ganga Ram Hospital   showed features suggestive of soft tissue tumor mass in the retroperitoneum and the intrepretion drawn was consistence with the radiological findings. Subsequently a biopsy (lab no.S-18549/16, registration no.1982826) was also done and reported on 02.12.2016 at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital. The biopsy finding was in concordance with imaging findings on MRI (done on 29.11.2016) as the diagnosis was Inflammatory Myofibroblastic Tumor. It is pertinent to mention that the pathological examination of the histopathology slides pertaining to biopsy (lab no. S-18549/16, registration no.1982826) as provided by the Addl. Director Medical, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital to Delhi Medical Council; by the Executive Committee also was consistent with the diagnosis of Inflammatory myofibroblastic tumor. A whole body PET Scan (UID No. 1982826) done on 05.12.2016 at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital gave the opinion of primary tumor with multiple mildly FDG avid abdomino-pelvic lymph nodes. Following this two cycles of chemotherapy were given to the complainant and second MRI(Imaging No.747450-12) was done at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital on 18.01.2017 to see the response of tumor to chemotherapy. The interpretation of this MRI was done keeping in mind that it was a known case of Inflammatory Myofibroblastic Tumor and therefore it was suggestive that tumor has progressed and showed post treatment necrotic changes. In view of all these fact it appears that there was no negligence, as interpretation of both MRI scan was proper and done as per accepted professional practices in such cases.
The slide of the complainant provided by Sir Ganga Ram Hospital on review was consistent with the diagnosis of inflammatory myofibroblastic tumour (IMT). It was noted that there is no atypia or increased mitosis or atypical mitosis. As we do not have the biopsy from the Tata Memorial Hospital Mumbai we will go by the reports submitted by the complainant, that the biopsy done at Tata Memorial Hospital, Mumbai showed necrotizing inflammation, which on culture showed mycobacterium tuberculosis complex. 
In view of the observations made hereinabove, it is opined that the initial biopsy done at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital was suggestive of IMT based on which ALK was advised, however ALK was not done but chemotherapy was started. Two cycles of chemotherapy however did not yield any positive result (no regression of tumor) on the contrary there was a suggestion of pus collection. 

The Executive Committee opined that the subsequent diagnosis at Tata Memorial Hospital was different i.e. culture sensitivity was suggestive of TB. The diagnosis of TB can be due to co-existing pathology or can even be a new lesion on previous pathology when the patient is on chemotherapy and is likely to be immuno compromised. 
In light of the observations made herein-above, it is, therefore, the decision of the Executive Committee that prima-facie no case of medical negligence is made out on the part of doctors of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital in the treatment administered to complainant. 

Complaint stand disposed.”
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 06th March, 2019 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 27th March, 2019.

By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                           Delhi Medical Council

     
                                             


                          (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                      


                        
                                         Secretary
  Copy to :-

1)  Shri Gurmeet Singh s/o Shri Narinder Singh Saluja r/o 17/11, Third Floor, West Patel Nagar, New Delhi-110008.

2) Medical Superintendent, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-110060.
3) Shri. Bonny Harison, Section Officer, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14, Sector-08, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077.(w.r.t No. MCI-211(2)(Gen.)/2018-Ethics./101490 dated 09.04.2018)-for information.

4) SHO, Police Station, Rajinder  Ngaar, Delhi-110060.(w.r.t. No. 303/SHO/R.Ngr  dated  16.03.2018)-for information. 

5) Dy. Commissioner of Police, Office of the DCP (Central District), Police Station Darya Ganj, NewDelhi-110002.(w.r..t No. DD No.3373 dated 10.01.2018)-for information.
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