DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.2282/2/2018                        ​                                                      12th July, 2018       

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a representation (letter No.1081 SHO/PS Jamia Nagar/SE District dated 05.04.2018) of SHO, Jamia Nagar in respect of FIR No. 188/13 dated 26.04.2013 U/S 304 A IPC PS Jamia Nagar wherein, seeking opinion regarding queries raised therein which are basically in respect to the alleged medical negligence resulting in death of a lady namely Mumtaz Khan, w/o Mohd Salman, r/o R-187/5, Jogabai Extn. Jamia Nagar.

The Order of the Executive Committee dated 30th May, 2018 is reproduced herein-below:
“The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a representation (letter No.1081 SHO/PS Jamia Nagar/SE District dated 05.04.2018) of SHO, Jamia Nagar in respect of FIR No. 188/13 dated 26.04.2013 U/S 304 A IPC PS Jamia Nagar, seeking opinion regarding queries raised therein which are basically in respect of the alleged medical negligence resulting in death of a lady namely Mumtaz Khan, w/o Mohd Salman, r/o R-187/5, Jogabai Extn. Jamia Nagar.

The Executive Committee perused the representation (letter No.1081 SHO/PS Jamia Nagar/SE District dated 05.04.2018) of SHO, Jamia Nagar in respect of FIR No. 188/13 dated 26.04.2013 U-+/S 304 A IPC PS Jamia Nagar; the Executive makes the following observation in regard to the queries raised in aforementioned representations.
Query 1:- During the investigation, the complainant confirmed that previous two pregnancy of her wife/deceased/victim Late Mrs. Mumtaz were done through operation so please kindly opine what is the safest way at the time of third delivery, whether through operation or Normal delivery? Kindly provide supporting documents like any case history or any thumb rule etc pertaining to said situation to support your answer.
Reply:- Safest way to deliver after previous two caesarean delivery is by caesarean section.
Query 2:-  In this case, as per PM report of AIIMS  confirmed  that  the  victim Late Mrs. Mumtaz died due to “Pulmonary Edema and its complications”. Kindly confirm/answer the following queries along with supporting documents:-

(i) What are the general causes and symptoms of “Pulmonary Edema” ? Kindly Explain
Reply:- General causes and symptoms of pulmonary oedema are:
· Heart attack, or any disease of the heart that weakens or stiffens the heart muscle (cardiomyopathy)

· Leaking or narrowed heart valves (mitral or aortic valves)

· Sudden, severe high blood pressure (hypertension)

Pulmonary oedema may also be caused by:

· Certain medicines

· High altitude exposure

· Kidney failure

· Narrowed arteries that bring blood to the kidneys

· Lung damage caused by poisonous gas or severe infection

· Major injury

Symptoms:

Sudden (acute) pulmonary oedema symptoms

· Extreme shortness of breath or difficulty breathing (dyspnoea) that worsens when lying down

· A feeling of suffocating or drowning
· Wheezing or gasping for breath
· Anxiety, restlessness or a sense of apprehension

· A cough that produces frothy sputum that may be tinged with blood

· Chest pain if pulmonary oedema is caused by heart disease

· A rapid, irregular heartbeat (palpitations).
(ii)  What is the meaning of Acute attack “Pulmonary Edema”? Explain.
Reply:- It  is rapid onset pulmonary edema. It is most often precipitated by acute myocardial infarction or mitral regurgitation, but can be caused by aortic regurgitation , hear failure, or almost any cause of elevated left ventricular filling pressures.

It is also thought to be associated with hypertension and acute hypertensive crisis.
(iii)  If a women suddenly face an attack of Pulmonary Edema, then how long she can survive without proper medical aid/help. Kindly explain/opine along with supporting evidence or medical definitions or case history etc ? 

Reply:- Acute pulmonary oedema in pregnant women is a life‐threatening event. Despite improvements in the management of congestive heart failure in non‐pregnant adults, it continues to cause significant morbidity and mortality in pregnancy. This is due to the superimposed issues of the physiological changes of pregnancy and the presence of the fetus.
(iv)  What are the percentage/chances of attack of Pulmonary Edema in pregnant women as compare to normal women, if both having age of 30 to 40 years ? Kindly opine.

Reply:- Pulmonary edema occurring during pregnancy or in the postpartum period has a reported incidence  of  0.08%.  Despite  the low incidence  of  the disease, it is associated with a disproportionate amount of morbidity and mortality.The period of pregnancy at greatest risk for presentation appears to be the immediate postpartum. 

Several predisposing factors have been identified in women who develop pulmonary edema during pregnancy as compared to non-pregnant womenThe most common attributable causes are pre-existing cardiac disease (25.5% of all cases), tocolytic use (25.5%), iatrogenic fluid overload (21.5%), and preeclampsia (18%). 

Estimated rates of acute pulmonary oedema in pregnancy vary from as low as 0.08% to as high as 0.5%

(v) What are the complications of Pulmonary Edema due to which a pregnant lady can die ? Kindly opine.

Reply:- If pulmonary edema continues, it can raise pressure in the pulmonary artery (pulmonary hypertension), and eventually the right ventricle in the heart becomes weak and begins to fail. The right ventricle has a much thinner wall of muscle than does the left side of the heart because it is under less pressure to pump blood into the lungs. The increased pressure backs up into the right atrium and then into various parts of your body, where it can cause:
· Lower extremity and abdominal swelling

· Build up of fluid in the membranes that surround your lungs (pleural effusion)

· Congestion and swelling of the liver

When not treated, acute pulmonary edema can be fatal. In some instances, it may be fatal even if one receives treatment.
(vi)  In this case, the viscera report of victim confirmed that “Common pesticides, drug, alkaloid, metallic and volatile poison were not detected in the content of Exhibits”. On the basis of CFSL & PM report, doctors of AIIMS opined that the cause of death was “Pulmonary Edema and its complication”. Kindly explain the other reasons/causes of said Pulmonary Edema and its complication in this case.
Reply:- Pulmonary oedema in pregnancy can be due to underlying undiagnosed heart disease or fluid overload in case of pre-eclamptic toxaemia
Query 3:-In your reply dated 03.01.2017 you mentioned that “the Nursing Homes operating in  NCT of Delhi; where beside other facilities if deliveries are conducted, are required to be registered with Directorate General of Health Services, Govt. of NCT. Of Delhi, F-17, Karkardooma, New Delhi-110032”. In this case, the alleged doctors running a clinic in the name of M/s Batla Poly Clinic, not any kind of nursing home, and only operating normal deliveries as per the guidelines of Delhi Bhartiya Chikitsa Parishad Act. In this regard, kindly confirm whether the said M/s Batla Poly Clinic have automatically came in the category of Nursing Home if they are operating the normal delivery cases or otherwise ? Kindly justify with proper guidelines of Nursing Home.
Reply:- In this regard kindly peruse the provision of Delhi Nursing Home Registration Act.
Matter stands disposed.”
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 30th May, 2018 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 09th July, 2018.

By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                           Delhi Medical Council
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  Copy to:-

1) Shri. Bharat Singh, Bravo/Insp. Investigation, Office of the  Station House Officer, Police Station Jamia Nagar, South East District, New Delhi(w.r.t. No. 1081/SHO/PS Jamia Nagar/ SE District, dated 05.04.2018)- For information. 
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