DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.2044/2/2017/
                      

               26th December, 2017

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a representation from the North West District (Delhi Police), seeking medical opinion on a complaint of Shri Dinesh Yadav, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital, Pitampura Delhi-110034, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s cousin ate Mithilesh Yadav at Bhawan Mahavir Hospital, resulting in his death on 22.10.2016.  
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 20th November, 2017 is reproduced herein-below :-

The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical examined a representation from the North West District (Delhi Police), seeking medical opinion on a complaint of Shri Dinesh Yadav (referred hereinafter as the complainant), alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital, Pitampura Delhi-110034, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s cousin ate Mithilesh Yadav(referred hereinafter as patient) at Bhawan Mahavir Hospital, resulting in his death on 22.10.2016 (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital).  

The Disciplinary Committee perused the representation from police, copy of complaint of Shri Dinesh Yadav, written statement of Dr. Ajay Kumar Gupta, M.S. (A  & E)/Head of Office, Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital enclosing therewith written statement of Dr. Anil Ranjan, C.M.O, Dr. Barun Kumar, Senior Resident, Dr. Syed Altamash, Senior Resident, Surgery,  copy of medical records of Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital, Post Mortem report No.2080/16 dated 25.10.2016 subsequent opinion dated 13.02.2017 and other documents on record. 
The following were heard in person :
1) Dr. Anil Ranjan
SMO, Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital
2) Dr. Barun Kumar 

SR, Medicine, Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital
3) Dr. Syed Altamash

SR, Surgery, Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital
4) Dr. Ajay Kr. Gupta

MS (A&E), Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital

5) Dr. Alka Aggarwal

Medical Superintendent, Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital
The Disciplinary Committee noted that the notice sent to the complainant Shri Dinesh Yadav returned undelivered in the office of the Delhi Medical Council.  In view of the fact that the matter has been referred by the Police; in the interest of justice, the Disciplinary Committee decided to proceed with the matter in order to determine it on merits.

The Disciplinary Committee notes that the police has forwarded a complainant of Shri Dinesh Yadav wherein it is stated that by the complainant that his cousin late Mithilesh Yadav who was admitted in Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital at around 11.00 p.m. on 21st October, 2016, died at 7.15 a.m. on 22nd October, 2016 because of medical negligence of doctors of Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital.  It is noted from the post-mortem report submitted by the police that as per inquest papers, the deceased late Mithilesh Yadav had history of being admitted to Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital, Pitampura, Delhi (MLC No.3486/16) on 21st October, 2016 at around 11.45 p.m. and expired on 22nd October, 2016 at 07.15 a.m.  The wife of the deceased and cousin Dinesh have alleged that the deceased died to negligence of doctors of Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital.  
Dr. Anil Ranjan, CMO, Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital in his written statement averred that the patient late Mithilesh Yadav was brought to the casualty by CATS in drowsy state at 11.45 p.m. on dated 21st October, 2016 having history of self fall/RTA (as history given by CATS official).  No attendant was available.  The patient’s vitals were stable at the time of examination.  The patient was having injury on the occipital region size 2cm x 1cm.  The patient was kept under observation.  Injection T.T. (0.5 ml) 1 M stat, injection voveran 1 amp 1 m state was given.  ASD with suturing of the wound was done.  Then, he referred the patient to surgery (senior resident) for further managements.  The senior resident surgery attended the patient thereafter.  
Dr. Syed Altamash, SR, Surgery, Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital in his written statement averred that he was on duty on 21st October, 2016 and posted in casualty.  The patient Mithilesh Yadav was brought to casualty at 11.42 p.m. on 21st October, 2016.  The patient was examined by junior resident Dr. Amit Rathi who prescribed the treatment and referred the case to him.  On examination, he found the patient drowsy; smell of alcohol was present.  Once CLW of size about 1 cm x 0.25 cm was present over the patient’s left temporal region.  As CT/MRI facilities are not available in Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital, no immediate CT/MRI was planned.  Further, since the patient had no features of compression in the brain like vomiting, seizures or ENT bleed, he decided to keep the patient under observation and decided that he would be referred to higher centre if signs of compression like loss of consciousness, vomiting or any other neurological deficit occurred.  He also referred the patient to senior resident, medicine for review.  The patient was again reviewed at 12.35 a.m. on 21st October, 2016 and was found to be conscious and did have any fresh complaints.  The patient was again reviewed at 2.00 a.m. on 22nd October, 2016.  At that time, the patient was conscious, oriented and was going to toilet on his own.  The General condition was fine and vitals were stable.  It was advised to keep the patient under observation till morning.  At around 6.30 a.m. on 22nd October, 2016, the patient was seen by senior resident, medicine on the call given by junior resident, casualty, as the patient suddenly became pulse less and blood-pressure was not recordable.  He was then called by senior resident and they continued cardiopulmonary resuscitation for about 45 minutes but the patient did not respond.  The patient was declared dead at 7.15 a.m. on 22nd October, 2016.  The death summary was prepared by him and death certificate was also signed by him.  

On enquiry by the Disciplinary Committee, Dr. Syed Altamash stated that he did not calculate the G.C.S. score of the patient because he did not suspect head injury, since the smell of alcohol was present on the patient.  He further stated that even though the patient at the time of admission was drowsy; subsequently his drowsiness was improving.  He also noted the abdomen to be soft on the examination.   Since, he did not suspect had injury, he never thought of subjecting the patient to a CT examination.    
On being asked by the Disciplinary Committee as to why he did not record the pulse or blood-pressure of the patient on his examination at 12.30 a.m. and 2.00 a.m. on 22nd October, 2016, Dr. Syed Altamash stated that he did mention therein that ‘the vitals as per previous page’.  He clarified that he meant the vitals recorded by the CMO at the time of patient’s admission in the hospital.  

Dr. Barun Kumar, Senior Resident, Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital in his written statement averred that on 22nd October, 2016, he received a call at about 6.30 a.m.  The call was given by junior resident first time, who did not know the history of the patient, who informed him that the patient was found unresponsive in casualty.  He immediately reached there.  He examined the patient and found him pulse-less, blood-pressure not recordable, no breathing was present.  The CPR was started immediately as per standard protocol and advised admission and the CPR continued above 45 minutes till 7.15 a.m.  On 22nd October, 2016, as the patient not responded, the patient was declared dead at 7.15 a.m. on 22nd October, 2016.  
On enquiry by the Disciplinary Committee, Dr. Alka Aggarwal, Medical Superintendent, Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital informed the ultrasound facilities were not available at the hospital in the night; however, they have a tie-up with an outside agency to conduct CT examination at night, if required.  
In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee makes the following observations:-

1) The patient Mithilesh was brought by the CATS Ambulance to the casualty of Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital in a drowsy state around 11 PM on 21/10/2016 with alleged h/o fall/RTA. He was initially examined by Dr. Anil Ranjan, CMO who found him to be in stable condition with an injury in the occipital region. He was kept under observation, administered Inj TT & Inj Voveran and referred to Senior Resident Surgery after suturing the occipital injury.

2) Dr. Syed Altamash, Senior Resident Surgery found the patient was drowsy and smelling of alcohol and decided to keep him under observation. He referred the patient for review by Senior Resident Medicine. He reviewed the patient twice before 2 AM and found him to be conscious and oriented and his general condition was fine and vitals stable.

3) Around 6.30 AM, when Dr. Barun Kumar, Senior Resident Medicine came to see the patient, he found him to be pulse-less with non-recordable BP. CPR was started and continued for 45 minutes before declaring him dead.

On the basis of the above observations and the statement of the doctors in the course of interrogation, the Disciplinary Committee is of the following opinion.

a) In spite of the patient being drowsy and having an occipital injury, Dr. Syed Altamash, Senior Resident Surgery did not make any investigation to rule out head injury. Nothing was also done to establish alcohol intoxication as the cause of the patient’s problems. Admitting such a patient for observation in a hospital having no facility for CT/MRI was not called for. He should have been referred to an appropriate centre after stabilization.
b) Deciding to keep the patient under observation just because he had no signs of cerebral compression like loss of consciousness, vomiting, seizures, ENT bleed or neurological deficit does not stand to reason, particularly in Delhi, where many centres are better equipped to handle such cases.

c) Even though the patient was kept under observation and repeatedly reviewed, there is no record of the monitoring parameters at the time of review showing the callousness with which this patient has been managed.

d) As per the available records, no attempt was also made to investigate the patient to rule out other injuries like Chest Injury or Abdominal Injury, particularly because there was alleged history of fall/RTA. Th standard protocol for trauma management was not followed. 

In light of the observations made hereinabove, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that Dr. Syed Altamash failed to exercise reasonable degree of skill, knowledge and care which is expected of an ordinary prudent doctor, in the treatment of the patient Mithilesh Yadav.  The Disciplinary Committee, therefore, recommends that the name of Dr. Syed Altamash (Dr. Altamash Syed, Delhi Medical Council Registration No. 41767) be removed from State Medical Register of Delhi Medical Council for a period of 30 days with a direction that they should undergo twelve hours of Continuing Medical Education (C.M.E.) on the subject “TRAUMA” and submit a compliance report to this effect to the Delhi Medical Council.
Matter stands disposed. 
      
Sd/:



      

  Sd/:





(Dr. Subodh Kumar)


(Dr. Vijay Kumar Malhotra)

Chairman,                     


Delhi Medical Association,


Disciplinary Committee   


Member,




                                    


Disciplinary Committee 

          Sd/:




(Dr. U.C. Biswal)


      

Expert Member,



Disciplinary Committee 
 


The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 20th November, 2017 was taken up for confirmation before the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 24th November, 2017 wherein “whilst confirming the decision of the Disciplinary Committee, the Council observed that the following opinion made in the Disciplinary Committee’s Order is unwarranted and should be expunged and substituted.

b) 
Deciding to keep the patient under observation just because he had no signs of cerebral compression like loss of consciousness, vomiting, seizures, ENT bleed or neurological deficit does not stand to reason, particularly in Delhi, where many centres are better equipped to handle such cases is expunged and substituted with such trauma patient should be carefully managed and observed and proper documentation of clinical science and prognosis to be recorded. 
The Council also confirmed the punishment of removal of name awarded to Dr. Syed Altamash (Dr. Altamash Syed, Delhi Medical Council Registration No. 41767) by the Disciplinary Committee.  The Council further directed that Dr. Syed Altamash (Dr. Altamash Syed) should undergo twelve hours of Continuing Medical Education (C.M.E.) on the subject “TRAUMA”, within a period of six months and submit a compliance report to this effect to the Delhi Medical Council.  

The Council further observed that the Order directing the removal of name from the State Medical Register of Delhi Medical Council shall come into effect after 30 days from the date of the Order.  


The Order of the Disciplinary Committee stands modified to this extent and the modified Order is confirmed.  

      






           By the Order & in the name of 








           Delhi Medical Council 








                        (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                    Secretary

Copy to :- 

1) Shri Dinesh Yadav, H.No.338, Gali No.4, Shahbad Daulatipur, Delhi, PS, Subhash Place, Delh, Through S.H.O. Police Station, Netaji Subhash Palace, Delhi-with a request to serve this Order upon Shri Dinesh Yadav
2) Dr. Anil Ranjan, Through Medical Superintendent, Bahgwan Mahavir Hospital, Pitampura, Delhi-110034.
3) Dr. Barun Kumar, Through Medical Superintendent, Bahgwan Mahavir Hospital, Pitampura, Delhi-110034.
4) Dr. Syed Altamash (Dr. Altamash Syed), Through Medical Superintendent, Bahgwan Mahavir Hospital, Pitampura, Delhi-110034.

5) Medical Superintendent, Bahgwan Mahavir Hospital, Pitampura, Delhi-110034.

6) Registrar, Uttar Pradesh Medical Council, 5, Sarvapally Mall Avenue Road, Lucknow-226001, Uttar Pradesh (Dr. Syed Altamash (Dr. Altamash Syed) is also registered with the Uttar Pradesh Medical Council under registration No- 55323 dated 08-04-08)-for information & necessary action.

7) Secretary, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14, Sector-08, Phase-1, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-for information and necessary action.

8) S.H.O. Police Station, Netaji Subhash Palace, Delhi-w.r.t. FIR No.556/16 u/s 279/304-A, IPC PS Subhash Place-for information & necessary action. 
(Dr. Girish Tyagi)                                      Secretary
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