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                   30th May, 2006

Principal Secretary

Deptt. of Health & Family Welfare

Govt. of NCT of Delhi

9th Level, A-Wing, Players Building,

Delhi Secretariat

I.P. Estate

New Delhi

OPINION

The Delhi Medical Council examined a reference from Police Station, Tilak Nagar, forwarded by Govt. of NCT of Delhi, on the issue of alleged medical negligence in the death of Late Santokh Singh, who underwent tonsillectomy procedure at Park Hospital on 27.09.04 and subsequently expired at Maharaja Agrasen Hospital on 28.09.04.  The Delhi Medical Council perused the reference from Police Department, medical records of Park Hospital (12, Chowkhandi, Near Keshopur Bus Depot, Outer Ring Road, West Delhi-110018) & Maharaja Agrasen Hospital, as provided by Deptt. of H & FW , Govt. of Delhi vide its letter no. F.342/118/2004/H & FW dated 17.11.04.

It is observed that Shri. Santokh Singh aged 35 years with history of hypertension was operated for tonsillectomy under general anaesthesia.  Intra-operative and forty five minutes post- operative period was uneventful and the patient was shifted from OT in a stable condition.  However, subsequently, about 45 minutes after surgery patient went into bradycardia and unconsciousness in the ICU and despite all efforts, he died.  As no bleeding was recorded post-operatively and the patient was also put on tonsillectomy position, the most likely cause of death could be cardiac arrest.  The ECG findings like T inversion in Lead 1 and AVL with poor progression of R wave in V1-V6 chest leads also indicate presence of cardiac involvement.  This could have happened due to stress of surgery under anaesthesia specially in presence of predisposing factors like hypertension, although his pre-operative  ECG was within normal limits as per records.  The treatment provided to the patient was within known professional practices and there appears to be no medical negligence.










By the Order

and in the name of

           Delhi Medical Council

             (Dr.R.N. Baishya)

           Registrar & Secretary

Copy to:- SHO, Police Station, Tilak Nagar with reference to DD No.29 dated 29.09.04
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