DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.1923/2/2017/
                  
                               13th July, 2017                                   
                   

 O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a representation from Police Station, Lajpat Nagar, Delhi,  seeking medical opinion on a complaint of Shri Dinesh Cummra and Shri Vinod Cummra r/o- C-143, Lajpat Nagar-II, New Delhi-110024, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Anil  Kumar , Dr. Dhruv Chaturvedi and Maharja Agrasen Hospital in the treatment administered to Shri Dinesh Kumar’s mother Smt. Sumitra Cummra at Maharaja Agrasen Hospital, Punjabi Bagh, Delhi, resulting in her death on 22.10.2010.
The Order of the Executive Committee dated 4th July, 2017 is reproduced herein-below:
The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined representation from Police Station, Lajpat Nagar, Delhi,  seeking medical opinion on a complaint of Shri Dinesh Cummra and Shri Vinod Cummra r/o- C-143, Lajpat Nagar-II, New Delhi-110024 (referred hereinafter as , alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Anil  Kumar, Dr. Dhruv Chaturvedi and Maharja Agrasen Hospital, in the treatment administered to Shri Dinesh Kumar’s mother Smt. Sumitra Cummra (referred hereafter as the patient) at Maharaja Agrasen Hospital, Punjabi Bagh, Delhi (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital), resulting in her death on 22.10.2010.  
The Executive Committee at the outset observes that the detail       in-patient medical records of treatment administered to late Sumitra Chummra at Maharaja Agrasen Hospital were not made available to the Delhi Medical Council, since as per the communication (MAH/ADMN/ 2017/5766 dated 04.02.2017) received from the Medical Superintendent of Maharaja Agrasen Hospital, the same had been weeded out by Maharaja Agrasen Hospital.  In view of the same, earnest effort is being made to determine the issue involved in the this mater, based on the records providing by S.H.O., Police Station Lajpat Nagar vides its representation No.1365/SHOLN dated 2nd August, 2016.    

The Executive Committee perused the representation from Police, copy of complaint of Shri Dinesh Cummra, written statement of Dr. Anil Kumar Kansal, Dr. Dhruv Kumar Chaturvedi and the Medical Superintendent of Maharaja Agrasen Hospital, copy of medical records of Maharaja Agrasen Hospital, copy of histopathology report no 102/678 dated 04.10.2010 of AIIMS and report no 9721-22/2010 of Safdarjung Hospital and other documents on record.
The Executive Committee notes that the patient Smt. Sumitra Cummra, a 72 years old female with a diagnosis of intraventricular tumor, underwent left frontal craniotomy with tumor excision with EVD placement at the said hospital.   The biopsy report of the tumor tissue dated 23rd August, 2010 of Maharaja Agrasen Hospital was reported to be suggestive of ‘ependymoma’.  As per the discharge summary dated 11th September, 2010 of the said hospital, the patient at time of discharge was referred to All India Institute of Medical Sciences with advice for urgent radiotherapy.  It is noted that ‘Tissue blocks’ of tumor were reviewed at All India Institute of Medical Sciences and as per the histopathology report dated 4th October, 2010 of All India Institute of Medical Sciences; the same showed feature of ‘non-hodgkins lymphoma’.  Infact the pathology (No.9721-22/2010) review of the tissue slides at Safdarjung Hospital was also suggestive of ‘non-hodgkins lymphoma’.  It is further noted that on 15th October, 2010 at All India Institute of Medical Sciences, the patient was reported to be noted not fit for chemotherapy.  The patient unfortunately expired on 22nd October, 2010.  
In view of the above, the Executive Committee makes the following observations :-

1) The patient was a diagnosed case of intraventricular tumor, which inspite of surgical intervention (craniotomy) had a guarded/poor prognosis.  
2) The histopathological features of ependymoma and lymphoma are very similar and there is a possibility that one may be confused for another.  It is further observed in this case it seems that after being diagnosed as a case of ‘ependymoma’ at Maharaja Agrasen Hospital and advised radiotherapy; the patient did not undergo radiotherapy, as subsequent review of tissue slides at All India Institute of Medical Sciences confirmed it to be a case of non-hodgkins lymphoma for which chemotherapy was advised.  Apparently, the patient was reported to be found to be unfit for chemotherapy at All India Institute of Medical Science.  It is opined that even though biopsy finding of ‘ependymoma’ of Maharaja Agrasen Hospital pathology report, was subsequently found to be incorrect on review at All India Institute of Medical Sciences and Safdarjung Hospital, but since the patient did not receive radiotherapy, the finding did not result in her being administered wrong treatment in form of radiotherapy.  The patient died due to her underlying condition on 22nd October, 2010, which inspite of surgery had a poor prognosis.  
In light of the observations made herein-above, it is, therefore, the decision of the Executive Committee that prima-face no case of medical negligence is made out on the part of doctors of Maharaja Agrasen Hospital in the treatment administered to late Sumitra Cummra.  
Matter stands disposed. 
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 4th July, 2017 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 6th July, 2017.

By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                             Delhi Medical Council

     
                                             


                        (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                      


                        
                                        Secretary
 Copy to:-

1. Shri Dinesh Cummra and Shri Vinod Cummra r/o- C-143, Lajpat Nagar-II, New Delhi-110024.
2. Dr. Anil Kumar, Through Medical Superintendent, Maharaja Agrasen Hospital, Punjabi Bagh, Delhi-110026. 

3. Dr. Dhruv Chaturvedi, Through Medical Superintendent, Maharaja Agrasen Hospital, Punjabi Bagh, Delhi-110026. 

4. Medical Superintendent, Maharaja Agrasen Hospital, Punjabi Bagh, Delhi-110026.
5. SHO, Police Station, Lajpat Nagar, Delhi (w.r.t. Complaint Case No. 973/1/14- dated 02.08.2016) - for information.
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