DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.1625/2/2018/
                                                                    23rd April, 2018
O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a suo-motu notice of a news item published in the Hindustan Times dated 9th August, 2015, alleging medical negligence and professional misconduct on the part of the doctors which included foreign faculty in the surgery conducted upon late Shobha Ram at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences.

The Order of the Executive Committee dated 11th April, 2018 is reproduced herein-below:
“The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a suo-motu notice of a news item published in the Hindustan Times dated 9th August, 2015, alleging medical negligence and professional misconduct on the part of the doctors which included foreign faculty in the surgery conducted upon late Shobha Ram at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences.
The Executive Committee perused the news item published in Hindustan Times dated 09th August, 2015, written statement of Medical Superintendent of All India Institute of Medical Sciences enclosing therewith written statement of Dr. Peush Sahni, Professor and Head, Department of G.I. Surgery, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, copy of medical records of All India Institute of Medical Sciences and other documents on record.

The Executive Committee notes that Shri. Shobha Ram 62 years old, male was admitted in All India Institute of Medical Sciences as a case of HBV (hepatitis B Virus) related cirrhosis with Heapatocellular carcinoma, on 13.07.2015. He was referred from G B Pant Hospital for Laparoscopic Liver resection as  mentioned  in discharge notes. 
Contd/:

(2)
As per records he had a lesion 28 X 31 X 29 mm in segment 6 & 7 of liver with alpha fetoprotein of 489 ng/ml. He was on antiviral therapy for high HBV DNA viral load. He was worked up at All India Institute of Medical Science with routine investigations and a PET Scan. A pulmonary clearance was taken in view of past history of TB.  Fibroscan was performed which showed 11.7 + 0.6 suggestive of early cirrhotic changes. PET Scan showed no evidence of  metastasis. ICG 15 clearance was 11.7%. CT volumetry showed resection volume 110 + 60= 170ml. He was planned for laparoscopic hepatectomy on 31.07.2015 in a Liver workshop. The hospital had taken permission for conducting the live operative workshop. The surgeon who was operating the case was foreign national from Japan and the organization had permission from Medical Council of India for operating in India. The operation lasted for 8-9 hours. As per Anesthesia chart patients vitals were maintained during surgery. During surgery laparoscopic Ultrasonography was performed. Laparoscopic CUSA and Harmonic Scalpel were used during surgery. During the final phase of liver transection there was bleeding and procedure was converted to open. There was blood loss and 8 unit PCV , 8 FFP and 4 units platelets were transfused. All active bleeding was controlled.  Since there was oozing and coagulapathy was considered imminent in setting of cirrhosis liver therefore patient underwent liver packing. The patient was shifted to ICU on high inotropic support, unfortunately patient could not maintain BP and support were increased but despite all active measures patients could not survive and was declared at 11pm on same day.
It is observed from above assessment that Laparoscopic liver resection for a HBV related Cirrhosis Hepatocellular carcinoma was warranted and was done as per accepted professional practice in such cases. The patient developed bleeding which is a known complication, associated with such a procedure; the same was dealt with in a timely manner as per standard protocol, unfortunately the patient expired.  
Contd/:

(3)
In light of the observations made herein-above, it is, therefore, the decision of the Executive Committee that prima-facie no case of medical negligence and professional misconduct on the part of the doctors in the surgery conducted upon late Shobha Ram at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences. 
Matter stand disposed.”
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 11th April, 2018 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 19th April, 2018.

By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                           Delhi Medical Council
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  Copy to :-

1) Director, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, Ansari Nagar, New Delhi-110029. 
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