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          30th January, 2018 

O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined complaint of Shri S.N. Bhatt r/o. B-4/33, 2nd Floor, Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi–110085, forwarded by Medical Council of India, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. R.S. Gulati of Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute, in the treatment administered to complainant’s wife Smt. Sudha Bhatt at Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute (C.R. No.ISHHI 212931), Madhuban Chowk, Sector-14 (Extn.), Rohini, Delhi – 110085.
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 28th December, 2017 is reproduced herein-below :-
The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined complaint of Shri S.N. Bhatt r/o. B-4/33, 2nd Floor, Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi–110085(referred hereinafter as the complainant), forwarded by Medical Council of India, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. R.S. Gulati of Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute, in the treatment administered to complainant’s wife Smt. Sudha Bhatt (referred hereinafter as the patient) at Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute (C.R. No.ISHHI 212931), Madhuban Chowk, Sector-14 (Extn.), Rohini, Delhi – 110085 (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital).

The Disciplinary Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. P.K. Bhardwaj, Medical Director & Head of Deptt. of Advanced Minimally Invasive Surgery, Saroj Super Speciality Hospital enclosing therewith written of Dr. R.S. Gulati to Medical Director, Saroj Hospital and Heart Institute, additional written statement of Dr. R.S. Gulati made to  Medical Director, Saroj Super Speciality Hospital, copy of medical records of Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute and other documents on record.

The following were heard in person :-

1) Shri S.N. Bhatt


Complainant

2) Dr. R.S. Gulati
Sr. Consultant, 
Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute

3) Dr. Dhiraj Malik

         CMO Incharge & Quality Head, Saroj







Hospital & Heart Institute


The complainant Shri S.N. Bhatt alleged that his wife Smt. Sudha Bhatt was admitted in Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute on 4th October, 2013 due to mild fever and severe headache.  The treatment was started by Dr. R.S. Gulati on the same day.  Instead of improving, the condition of his wife started deteriorating.  Due to heavy doses of medicines and wrong diagnose, she remained unconscious most of the time and there was swelling on her face and on her body.  The eye sight has also become weak now.   When the condition further became worse, they changed the doctor and another Dr. B.K. Aggarwal started treatment in the evening of 10th October, 2013.  Then the condition of his wife started improving.  It means that Dr. R.S. Gulati wrongly diagnosed his wife from 4th October, 2013 to 10th October, 2013.  It seems that Dr. R.S. Gulati was acting as an agent of medicine companies, as the list of medicines/the number of medicines shows.  Due to wrong and heavy doses of medicines the body was badly affected.  Moreover, it caused heavy monetary loss to them.  He requests that inquiry may be conducted into the gross negligence of Dr. R.S. Gulati and the nexus between the hospital, the doctor and the medicine companies to play with life of the patient in order to earn money and order the Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute to compensate the loss of health/money and mental torture.  

Dr. R. S. Gulati in his written statement averred that the patient Smt. Sudha Bhatt was admitted on 4th October, 2013 with fever, backache, bodyache, headache and vomiting for four days.  The patient’s temperature was 101 degree F and had epigastric tenderness.  The patient was diagnosed to have dengue fever with TLC 10110 which gradually went up-to 16500.  The patient was put on I/V fluid.  Symptomatic treatment with antiematics, antipyritics and antibiotic to cover up any super added infection, her platelet count was 45000 and dengue antigen was positive.  The patient was under his treatment for four days only.  There was no history of unconsciousness or swelling of body.  The patient was shifted to Dr. B.K. Aggarwal (Sr. Consultant Physician) unit on request of the complainant and permission was taken from Medical Director.  All the allegations made by complainant are false and baseless and of ulterior motive.  

Dr. R.S. Gulati in his additional written statement as to why steroids were given to this patient, averred that dengue often leads to life threatening(DHF) dengue hemorrhagic fever and (DSS) dengue stock syndrome.  Steroid is the treatment of ITP to increase platelet count which is medicated to auto-antibiotics.  This hypothesis would support use of steroids dengue fever.  As to why antibiotics were prescribed in a dengue patient, he averred that generally antibiotics are not given in dengue fever but if super added infection takes place or the count rises antibiotics have a role to play.   

Dr. P.K. Bhardwaj, Medical Director & Head of Department of Advanced Minimally Invasive Surgery, Saroj Super Speciality Hospital in his written statement averred that as far as their hospital is concerned, it is of repute and recognized by Govt. of Delhi and is registered.  The services provided in the hospital are of great quality and the said patient had not complaint against the hospital. The patient’s relative himself said that the treating Dr. R.S. Gulati was changed to Dr. B.K. Aggarwal without any problem.  Hospital provides medicines to the patient only on the prescription of consultant and not by its own.  The allegation of nexus between the hospital, doctor and medical companies is refuted strongly and seems to be alleged only because of ulterior motive.  

In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee makes the following observations.  

1) It is observed that the patient appeared to be a typically case of viral fever, probably dengue.   The investigations done and clinical profile pointed towards viral fever. However, at no point of time the patient required steroids-which were given without any justification. The explanation given for steroids use of increasing platelet count as for ITP is not valid in viral fever and may prove counter productive.  The chest x-ray PA view did not reveal any pneumonia.  The patient needed supportive treatment for suspected viral fever/dengue which eventually was provided to the patient when she was put under case of another physician Dr. B.K. Aggarwal.
2) It is observed that the patient was given unnecessary drugs like hydrocortisone, antibiotics, etc.  The NS 1 Antigen test for dengue was done very late almost five-six days after the admission.  
In light of the observations made herein-above, it is the decision of the Disciplinary Committee that a warning be issued to Dr. R.S. Gulati (Dr. Ranjit Singh Awtar Singh Gulati, Delhi Medical Council Registration No.16030) with a direction to exercise due diligence in managing the patients with viral/dengue fever for future and to practise rational use of drugs.  Dr. R.S. Gulati (Dr. Ranjit Singh Awtar Singh Gulati) is also directed to undergo twelve hours of Continuing Medical Education (C.M.E.) on the subject “Internal Medicine on Dengue and common infections in medical practise” and submit a compliance report to this effect to the Delhi Medical Council.

Complaint stands disposed. 

Sd/:



      

  Sd/:





(Dr. Subodh Kumar)


(Dr. Vijay Kumar Malhotra)

Chairman,                     


Delhi Medical Association, 
Disciplinary Committee   


Member,




                                    


Disciplinary Committee 

           Sd/:





Sd/:


(Shri Bharat Gupta)


(Dr. M.K. Daga)
Legal Expert,


Expert Member,

Member,


Member, 
Disciplinary Committee 


Disciplinary Committee 
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 28th December, 2017 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 12th January, 2018.  

The Council also confirmed the punishment of warning awarded to Dr. R.S. Gulati (Dr. Ranjit Singh Awtar Singh Gulati, Delhi Medical Council Registration No.16030) by the Disciplinary Committee.  The Council further directed that Dr. R.S. Gulati (Dr. Ranjit Singh Awtar Singh Gulati) should undergo twelve hours of Continuing Medical Education (C.M.E.) on the subject “Internal Medicine on Dengue and common infections in medical practise” and submit a compliance report to this effect to the Delhi Medical Council, within a period of three months.  







          
        By the Order & in the name      








                     of Delhi Medical Council 








                        
        (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                            Secretary

Copy to :- 

1) Shri S.N. Bhatt r/o. B-4/33, 2nd Floor, Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi–110085.
2) Dr. R.S. Gulati, Through Medical Superintendent, Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute, Madhuban Chowk, Sector-14 (Extn.), Rohini, Delhi – 110085.

3) Medical Superintendent, Saroj Hospital & Heart Institute, Madhuban Chowk, Sector-14 (Extn.), Rohini, Delhi – 110085.
4) Deputy Secretary, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14, Phase-1, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-w.r.t. letter No. MCI-211(2)(145)/2013-Ethics./60625 dated 01.03.14-for information. 
5) Registrar, Maharasthra Medical Council, 189-A, Anand Complex, 2nd Floor, Sane  Guruji Marg, Arthur Road Naka, Chinchpokali (W), Mumbai (Dr. Ranjit Singh Awtar Singh Gulati is also registered with the Maharasthra Medical Council under registration No-31990/2/7/1974)-for information & necessary action. 

6) Secretary, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14, Phase-1, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-w.r.t. letter No. MCI-211(2)(145)/2013-Ethics./60625 dated 01.03.14-for information & necessary action. 







            (Dr. Girish Tyagi)                                                                      Secretary
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