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              March, 2004 

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a representation of DCP, Central District, Delhi, forwarded by Govt. of NCT of Delhi, wherein it has been alleged that the doctors of Millennium Hospital, Karol Bagh, committed grave irregularity with respect to admission of Sajjal Jain (an accused in `rape case of Ahmedabad city) as the MLC was not initiated and the matter was not reported to the police, event though, it was suspected to be a case of poisoning.  The Delhi Medical Council perused the representation mentioned hereinabove, the written statements of Dr. J.S. Gambhir, Dr. V.J. Anand, Dr. (Mrs.) Sudesh Chugh, case papers of Millennium Hospital and heard the following in person :-

1)
Dr. (Mrs.) Sudesh Chugh
Medical Superintendent, Millennium Hospital

2) Dr. V.J. Anand



3) Dr. J.S. Gambhir      

Following are the findings of the Delhi Medical Council:-

1) Shri Sajjal Jain (referred hereinafter as the patient) was admitted in ICU of Millennium Hospital on 9.1.2004 as an emergency in the Unit of Dr. J.S. Gambhir in an unconscious state with unrecordable blood pressure, limbs were flaccid and non-responsive, pulse non-recordable.  No history was available from the patient or the attendant.  Based on lab investigations, a diagnosis of Metabolic Acidosis with hypokalemia and shock was made by Dr. J.S. Gambhir.  As per the case sheets possibility of unknown poisoning besides other causes was also considered.  Dr. J.S. Gambhir in his reply has averred that since the initial lab report gave a high TLC count and an abnormal coagulation profile, infective aetiology was high on the list on 
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first day of hospitalization (9.1.2004), in his clinical assessment it was not felt necessary to make it a medico legal case.  After the treatment was administered the condition of the patient subsequently improved over a period of time and he was discharged on 15.1.2004.

2) The Medical Superintendent, Dr. (Mrs.) Sudesh Chugh and Dr. V.J. Anand, Medical Director of Millennium Hospital in their statements to the Council stated that they were not the treating clinician in this case, hence, denied any role in the admission or treatment/diagnosis of the patient.  They also maintained that only the treating clinician decides whether a particular case requires MLC or not.

3) In his written statement Dr. J.S. Gambhir admitted that he handed over the medical report of the patient on 11.1.2004 on being asked by the Gujarat Police and subsequently informed about the same to SHO Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi.

In view of the findings made hereinabove, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council :

1) That the critical condition of the patient as detailed hereinabove on 9.1.2004 with a possibility of poisoning being contemplated by Dr. J.S. Gambhir as one of the causes, it was incumbent upon him to initiate a MLC and report the matter to local police on 9.1.2004 itself, after he started the treatment, and should not have waited.   Eventually on being asked by the Gujarat police, Dr. J.S. Gambhir handed over the medical report of the patient.  Even though Dr. J.S. Gambhir very efficiently discharged his duty towards his patient, he failed in his responsibility towards the law of the land.  Dr. J.S. Gambhir through his omission has violated Clause 1.9 of Indian Medical Council (Professional Conduct, Etiquette and Ethics) Regulations, 2002 and clause 6.1 of Code of Ethics of Delhi Medical Council wherein a duty is cast upon a medical practitioner to observe the laws of the country pertaining to the practice of medicine; a warning is issued to Dr. J.S. Gambhir, censure to be recorded in State Medical Register of Delhi Medical Council.  
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2) Dr. (Mrs.) Sudesh Chugh and Dr. V.J. Anand have also been found wanting in their duty as Medical Superintendent and Medical Director of Millennium Hospital respectively and are advised to carry out their functions in letter and in spirit for establishing a proper and effective management systems, so that such instances are not repeated.

By the order of and in the name of 

Delhi Medical Council

(Dr. S.K. Khattri)  

Secretary

Copy to :-

1) Principal Secretary, (H&FW), Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Delhi Secretariat, 9th Floor, Players Building, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – 110 002 (With reference to letter No. F.342/11/2004/H&FW/4016 dated  12.2.2004).
2) Dr. (Mrs.) Sudesh Chugh, Medical Superintendent, Millennium Hospital, B-1/1, Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi – 110 060.

3) Dr. J.S. Gambhir, Millennium Hospital, B-1/1, Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi – 110 060.

4) Dr. V. J. Anand, Millennium Hospital, B-1/1, Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi – 110 060.
5) Dy. Commissioner of Police, Central District, Delhi. 

6) Medical Council of India, Aiwan-E-Galib Marg, Kotla Road (Opp. Mata Sundari College for Women), New Delhi – 110 002. 

(Dr. S.K. Khattri) 

Secretary

