DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.1221/2/2017/


           

           28th August, 2017
O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a representation from Police Station Preet Vihar, Delhi, seeking medical opinion in respect of death of Late Smt. Nisha Singh wife of Shri Dinesh Kumar Singh r/o.H.No.1958, Street Neelawati Sita Ram Bazar, Delhi – 110006, allegedly due to medical negligence on the part of doctors of Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute, in the treatment administered late Smt. Nisha Singh at Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute, 21, Community Centre, Preet Vihar, Delhi – 110092, resulting in her death on 10.2.2012.
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 21st August, 2017 is reproduced herein-below:-

The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a representation from Police Station Preet Vihar, Delhi, seeking medical opinion in respect of death of Late Smt. Nisha Singh (referred hereinafter as the patient) wife of Shri Dinesh Kumar Singh r/o.H.No.1958, Street Neelawati Sita Ram Bazar, Delhi – 110006, allegedly due to medical negligence on the part of doctors of Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute, in the treatment administered late Smt. Nisha Singh at Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute, 21, Community Centre, Preet Vihar, Delhi – 110092 (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital), resulting in her death on 10.2.2012.

The Disciplinary Committee perused the representation from police, written statement of Dr. K.M. Parthasarathy, Dr. Rajeev Mishra, Medical Superintendent of Metro Hospital and Cancer Institute, copy of Post Mortem report No. 130/2012, subsequent opinion in relation to Post Mortem report No.  130/2012 dated 13.2.2012 and copy of medical records of Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute, as provided by Police.

The following were heard in person : -

1) Shri Dinesh Kumar Singh

Complainant
2) Dr. K.M. Parthasarathy

Senior Consultant, Medical Oncology, 







Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute
3) Dr. Rajiv Mishra 


Medical Superintendent, Metro 






Hospital & Cancer Institute

The complainant Shri Dinesh Kumar Singh alleged that his wife Smt. Nisha Singh who was diagnosed as a case of non-hodgkin lymphoma stage-II, Class-B (CaNHC, high grade-IV) by Dr. K.M. Parthasarathy was under treatment at Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute, Preet Vihar, Delhi since 10th October, 2011.  She used to be admitted in Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute time to time for receive chemotherapy.  On 26th Januay, 2012, she was admitted for the last time for chemotherapy (5th cycle) and discharged on 4th February, 2012.  His wife was discharged with being administered injection peg-grafeel and infact he was asked to collect the same from the hospital and get it administered by any doctor or nurse.  He got the injection collected and got his wife injected the same.  On 8th February, 2012, his wife’s condition deteriorated, she became semi-conscious.  He contacted Dr. K.M. Parthasarathy who advised to be brought to the emergency of the hospital for the admission.  When he reported to the emergency of Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute, his wife was not attended immediately and infact she was admitted in the general ward, even though her condition was serious.  At around 3.30 at night, when there was no improvement in the condition of the his wife, the sister called the duty medical officer who shifted the patient to the ICU.  He was not updated about the condition of his wife by any of the doctor of the ICU. Dr. K.M. Parthasarathy also did not come to attend to the patient at night.  In the morning, Dr. K.M. Parthasarathy asked him to arrange for the platelets from Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute, Noida.  After lots of efforts, they were able to procure the platelets from Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute, Noida at around 5.00 p.m.in the evening.  Inspite of repeated request, Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute, Preet Vihar, Delhi did not prognosticate them about the actual condition of the patient infact at around 4.00 p.m. on 9th February, 2012, she was put on ventilator.  Due to delay in giving proper treatment to the patient, the condition continued to deteriorate.  The patient who was critical when she reported to the Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute, Preet Vihar, Delhi should have been admitted in the ICU where eventually she was admitted after six hours.  The information regarding the death of his wife was communicated to him at 1.30 a.m. in night of 10th February, 2012.  His wife died due to delay in setting proper medical treatment, which constitutes an act of medical negligence on the part of doctors of Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute
Dr. K.M. Parthsarathy in his written statement averred that the patient Nisha Singh was a case of high grade NHL stage IIII initially presented with a large abdominal mass.  As the patient was high risk NHL patient, she was treated on R-hyper C-VAD protocol with G-CSF support.  The patient was brought to the casualty on 8th February, 2012 with fever, vomiting.  The patient was found to have sepsis and neutropenia.  The patient was immediately admitted and was treated with injection limpenem, injection vancomycin and injection caspofungin as per IDSA guidelines.  The patient was given injction GCSF and platelet transfusions.  The patient did not respond adequately to the treatment and went into hypotension.  The patient was intubated and was put on ventilator.  The patient died on 10th February, 2017 in ICU.  The patient was in grave IV febrile neutopenia.  The mortality due to septicemia is usually high in such cases even with the best of the treatment. 

Dr. Rajiv Mishra, Medical Superintendent, Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute in his written statement averred that the patient Nisha Singh as a case of high grade NHL stage III initially presented with a large abdominal mass.  As the patient was high risk NHL patient, the patient was treated on R-hyper C-VAD protocol with G-CSF support.  The patient was brought to the casualty on 8th February, 2012 with fever, vomiting.  The patient was found to have sepsis and neutropenia.  The patient was immediately admitted and was treated with injection imipenem, injection vancomycil and injection caspofungin as per IDSA guidelines.  The patient was given injection GCSF and platelet transfusions.  The patient did not respond adequately to the treatment and went into hypotension.  The patient was intubated and put on ventilator.  The patient died on 10th February, 2012.  The patient was in grade IV febrile neutropenia, the mortality is usually high in such cases even with the best of the treatment.  

In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee observes that the patient was a case of NHL Stage III High Grade, treated with chemotherapy from 15.10.2011. She responded well to this treatment and complete response confirmed by PET CT done on 03.02.2012. She received last cycle of chemotherapy on 04.02.2012. Following this she reported with complaint of fever, semi conscious state. She was given supportive treatment immediately. On investigation she was found to have pancytopenia and septicemia. She was treated for these two conditions with appropriate medicines. Finally she succumbed to her condition on 10.02.2012. Autopsy was performed and histopathology of organs did not reveal any cause of mortality. She was treated with standard chemotherapy protocol and managed with supportive therapy according to her condition. She died due to known adverse effect of standard of care chemotherapy.  
In light of the observations herein-above, it is, therefore the decision of the Disciplinary Committee that no medical negligence can be attributed part of doctors of Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute, in the treatment administered to late Smt. Nisha Singh at Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute.
Matter stands disposed. 
Sd/:



   
          Sd/:




(Dr. Subodh Kumar)   


(Shri Bharat Gupta) 

Chairman,

       


Legal Expert 

Disciplinary Committee 


Member,





Disciplinary Committee 

         Sd/:

(Dr. Kishore Singh) 

Expert Member,



Disciplinary Committee 

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 21st August, 2017 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 24th August, 2017.  










              By the Order & in the name of 








              Delhi Medical Council 








                           (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                        Secretary

Copy to :- 

1) Shri Dinesh Kumar Singh, r/o, H.No.1958, Street Neelawati Sita Ram Bazar, Delhi-110006.

2) Dr. K.M. Parthasarthy, through Medical Superintendent, Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute, 21, Community Centre, Preet Vihar, Delhi – 110092.
3) Medical Superintendent, Metro Hospital & Cancer Institute, 21, Community Centre, Preet Vihar, Delhi – 110092.

4) S.H.O. Police Station, Preet Vihar, Delhi-110092-w.r.t. DD No. 3A, dated 10.02.2012 U/s 174 Cr. P. C. P. S. Preet Vihar-for information. 











(Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                                    Secretary
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