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   19th May, 2004

Shri S.K. Azad






Complainant 

249/4-B, Railway Officer’s Colony

P.K. Road

New Delhi 

Vs.


Dr. Sunil Kumar Gupta





Respondent

Dharamshila Cancer Hospital & Research Centre

Vasundhara Enclave, 

Delhi – 110 096

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri S.K. Azad, forwarded by Govt. of NCT of Delhi, alleging medical negligence in the treatment administered by Dr. Sunil Kumar Gupta to the complainant’s sister, late Vidhya Devi (referred hereinafter as the patient), at Dharmashila Cancer Hospital & Research Centre (CR No. 23191); Smt. Vidhya Devi subsequently expired on 22.9.2003 at Moradabad Sai Hospital.  It is the allegation of the complainant that his sister who was suffering from Ovarian tumour had to undergo repeated chemotherapy, on the advise of Dr. Sunil Kumar Gupta, thus resulting in deterioration of her health which lead to her death, and the same constitute medical negligence on the part of Dr. Sunil Kumar Gupta   The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, reply of Dr. Sunil Kumar Gupta, documents on record and heard the following in person:-

- 
Shri S.K. Azad 

-
Dr. Sunil Kumar Gupta

Contd…
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The following are the findings of the Delhi Medical Council:-

(1) The patient was registered at Dharamshila Cancer Hospital & Research Centre (referred hereinafter as the said hospital) on 30.4.2002 with a diagnosis of stage IV ovarian cancer.  As per the records of the said Hospital, the nature of disease, prognosis, pros and cons of treatment were explained to the relatives of the patient and high-risk consent for treatment was also obtained.

(2) The line of treatment followed by the Respondent was in accordance with the accepted professional practice in such cases and the same was discussed in the tumour board meeting of the hospital.  It appears that the patient did respond to the treatment to some extent considering the severity and stage of the disease with disappearance of ascities plus tumour markers CA 125 coming down from 248314/ml to 18.771/ml, after the third cycle of chemotherapy, which she underwent on 24.6.2002.  Thereafter, the patient did not turn up for treatment till 12.7.2003 when she showed up with gross ascites.  On 15.7.2003 she underwent fourth cycle of chemotherapy following which the ascites reduced significantly and she underwent explaratory laparotomy and cytoreductive surgery on 16.7.2003.  Since, as per the Histopathology report, the residual malignancy was still present, the patient was given adjuvant chemotherapy (her TLC-5500/cumm and platelets count 3.90 lac/cumm were within normal levels, which belies the contention of the complainant that chemotherapy was administered with low TLC counts; the patient was required to have her Hb, TLC, Platelet count done on 18.9.2003, 26.9.2003) and was advised to follow up on 26.9.2003 with Dr. Sunil Kumar Gupta.  The patient failed to follow up.

(3) It is also observed that on request of the complainant, some monetary concessions were made by the said Hospital in the cost of treatment being provided to the patient.  
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In view of the above, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of Dr. Sunil Kumar Gupta in the treatment administered by him to late Vidhya Devi at the said Hospital.

Complaint stands disposed. 

By the order of and in the name of 

Delhi Medical Council

(Dr. S.K. Khattri)  

Secretary

Copy to :-

1. Shri S.K. Azad, 249/4-B, Railway Officer’s Colony, P.K. Road, New Delhi. 

2. Dr. Sunil Kumar Gupta, Dharamshila Cancer Hospital & Research Centre, Vasundhara Enclave, Delhi – 110 096.

3. Principal Secretary (H & FW), Deptt. of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 9th Level, A-Wing, Players Building, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi.  With reference to letter No.F.14/20/2003/H&FW/3948 dated 4th December, 2003.
(Dr. S.K. Khattri) 

Secretary

