DMC/DC/F.14/Comp. 2428/2/2018
 

                                    13th July, 2018 

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a suo moto notice of a news item published in the Navbharat Times dated 22nd April, 2018, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Sushrut Trauma Centre, in the treatment administered to a patient named Shri Vijendra s/o Shri. Jai Bhagwan, 50 years male, emergency registration No. 4330/18.
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 26th June, 2018 is reproduced herein-below:-

The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a suo moto notice of a news item published in the Navbharat Times dated 22nd April, 2018, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Sushrut Trauma Centre, in the treatment administered to a patient named Shri Vijendra s/o Shri. Jai Bhagwan, 50 years male, emergency registration No. 4330/18.. 

The Disciplinary Committee perused the news item published in the Navbharat Times dated 22nd April, 2018, written statement of Dr. Ajay Bahl Addl. Medical Superintendent enclosing therewith written statement of Dr. Fouad Tariq Aziz, medical records of Sushrut Trauma Centre and Lok Nayak Hospital, copy of the medical records of patient’s Shri Vijendra and Shri Devender and other documents on record.  

The following were heard in person  :-

1) Dr. Fouad Tariq Aziz
Senior Resident, Sushrut Trauma Centre
2) Dr. Ajay Bahl

AMS, Sushrut Trauma Centre
The Disciplinary Committee noted that the notice sent to the patient Shri Vijendra returned undelivered in the office of the Delhi Medical Council, subsequent to which, he was informed telephonically about hearing before the Disciplinary Committee, inspite of that; he failed to appear before the Disciplinary Committee. 

In the interest of justice, the Disciplinary Committee decided to proceed with the matter in order to determine it on merits.
The Disciplinary Committee noted that one patient Shri Vijendra was admitted on 17th April, 2018 at 09.05 p.m.  This patient was examined in casualty of Sushrut Trauma Centre and then by the senior resident orthopaedics at 10.00 p.m.  As per report of senior resident, there was no body injury noted and subsequently, the patient was referred to department of neurosurgery.  The patient was kept on bed in casualty.  On 19th April, 2018, another patient Shri Devender aged 48 male, emergency s/o Shri. Jaswant, emergency registration No. 4384/18, was admitted at 4.10 a.m. with fracture subtrochanteric femur and shaft femur right lower limb.  This patient was planned for upper tibial pin traction as a routine procedure in management of this injury.  On 19th April, 2018 at 8.30 p.m., Dr. Fouad Tariq Aziz inserted tibial pin in right lower limb of patient Shri Vijendra instead of patient Devender.   
Dr. Fouad Tariq Aziz Senior Resident, Sushrut Trauma Centre in his written statement averred that he was posted at Sushruta Trauma Center, MAMC, New Delhi on 24 hours duty on 18th April, 2018.  In the the morning of 19th April, 2018, a trauma patient named Shri Devender with Intertrochanteric and distal shaft femur fracture was admitted.  Another patient named Vijendra Singh (CR No. 91313) was also admitted in casualty. Upper tibial pin insertion was planned to provide distal line traction to the trauma patient. However due to mismatch identity bearing similar name and age, the pin was inserted under local anaesthesia to Shri Vijendra, on realizing the mistake the pin was withdrawn immediately and dressing was done. He immediately informed his mistake to his consultants and apologized to the patient and his family. A written statement has been issued to him by the patient family that they have no issue and have forgiven him; they have also stated that they do not wish to pursue the case. He sincerely regrets for the entire incident and assures that it shall not be repeated again, He requests the Delhi Medical Council to forgive him for his mistake.

On enquiry by the Disciplinary Committee, Dr. Fouad Tariq Aziz admitted that he did not even records the notes of procedure (pin insertion) and neither checked the consent, from the patient.  

In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee observes that the patient Shri Vijendra and Shri Devender were admitted in the casualty.  It is admitted fact that Dr. Fouad Tariq Aziz did the Upper Tibial Pin Insertion procedure on a wrong patient namely Shri Vijendra, who had no such medical requirement.  It is, however, noted that Dr. Fouad Tariq Aziz on realizing his mistake, abandoned the procedure and removed the pin, at the same time.  Since it did not end in any damage (endangering the limb/life) to patient except a small (less than a cm) wound with small dressing.  This unnecessary procedure reflects the failure on the part of Dr. Fouad Tariq Aziz in adhering to standard protocol for performing any surgical intervention like taking consent and the patient identification.  

It is further observed that Dr. Fouad Tariq Aziz did not take any consent from the patient nor recorded the notes of the procedure performed by him.  
In light of the observations made hereinabove, it is the decision of the Disciplinary Committee that Dr. Fouad Tariq Aziz did not exercise due diligence which was expected of an ordinary prudent doctor, hence, the Disciplinary  Committee recommends that the name of. Dr. Fouad Tariq Aziz (Delhi Medical Council Registration No.DMR/R/18163) be removed from the State Medical Register of the Delhi Medical Council for a period of 7 days with a direction that Dr. Fouad Tariq Aziz should undergo six hours of Continuing Medical Education (C.M.E.) on the subject “Emergency Care of Lower Limb Fracture” and to submit a compliance report to this effect to the Delhi Medical Council.  The hospital authorities of Sushruta Trauma Center are directed to formulate the protocol and a check list for all invasive procedures and further to ensure better record keeping, so that such mistakes are not repeated in future.  
Matter stands disposed. 
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Expert Member,


 

Disciplinary Committee 
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 26th June, 2018 was taken up for confirmation before the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 9th July, 2018 wherein “whilst confirming the decision of the Disciplinary Committee, the Council directed the Hospital Authorities of Sushrut Trauma Centre to formulate SOPs as institutional practice and further to hold C.M.E. (Continuing Medical Education) on the subject ‘Patient Safety’, within a month, which should be attended by the doctor, anaesthetist and all the O.T. staff of Sushrut Trauma Centre and report its compliance to the Delhi Medical Council.  

The Council also confirmed the punishment of removal of name awarded to Dr. Fouad Tariq Aziz (Delhi Medical Council Registration No.DMR/R/18163) by the Disciplinary Committee. The Council further directed that Dr. Fouad Tariq Aziz should undergo six hours of Continuing Medical Education (C.M.E.) on the subject “Emergency Care of Lower Limb Fracture” within a period of three months and to submit a compliance report to this effect to the Delhi Medical Council.  

The Council further observed that the Order directing the removal of name from the State Medical Register of Delhi Medical Council shall come into effect after 30 days from the date of the Order.  

This observation is to be incorporated in the final Order to be issued.  The Order of the Disciplinary Committee stands modified to this extent and the modified Order is confirmed. 







                            By the Order & in the name                    








                of Delhi Medical Council 








                        
    (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                          Secretary

Copy to :- 
1) Shri Vijendera, Mandola Village, Thana Loni, Ghaziabad, UP
2) Dr. Fouad Tariq Aziz, 154, 3rd Floor, Pocket-2, Jasola, Delhi-110025

3) Medical Superintendent, Sushrut Trauma Centre, Civil Lines, New Delhi-110054.

4) Secretary, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-for information & necessary action. 
(Dr. Girish Tyagi)                                                                       Secretary
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