DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.2166/2/2018/                   

             9th November, 2018 

O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a complaint of Shri Sanjay Batra, E-1, Raj Residency, Kaushambi, Ghaziabad, U.P.-201010, forwarded by the Medical Council of India, alleging professional misconduct on the part of Dr. Rohit Sarin, Director, National Institute of TB and Respiratory Disease, Sri Aurobindo Marg, Near Qutub Minar, Mehrauli, New Delhi-110030. 

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 10th September, 2018 is reproduced herein-below :
The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a   complaint of Shri Sanjay Batra, E-1, Raj Residency, Kaushambi, Ghaziabad, U.P.-201010 (referred hereafter as the complainant), forwarded by the Medical Council of India, alleging professional misconduct on the part of Dr. Rohit Sarin, Director, National Institute of TB and Respiratory Disease, Sri Aurobindo Marg, Near Qutub Minar, Mehrauli, New Delhi-110030.  
The Disciplinary Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Rohit Sarin, Director, National Institute of TB and Respiratory Disease, additional written statement of Dr. Rohit Sarin and other documents on record.  
The Disciplinary Committee noted that the notice sent to the complainant Shri Sanjay Batra returned undelivered in the office of the Delhi Medical Council with noting from the postal-department ‘incomplete address’.

In the interest of justice, the Disciplinary Committee decided to proceed with the matter in order to determine it on merits.
Dr. Rohit Sarin presented himself before the Disciplinary Committee and was heard in person. 

Shri Sanjay Batra in his complaint has alleged that Dr. Rohit Sarin, Director, National Institute of TB and Respiratory Diseases, New Delhi travelled from New Delhi to Mumbai on 22nd November, 2016 by Jet Airways and was accompanied by his wife Dr. Puja Sarin, Daughter Dr. Prachi Sarin, Son-in-Law Dr. Vaibhav Sethi and Grand Son Vivaan to attend NAPCON 2016, 18th Joint National Conference on Pulmonary Diseases National College of Chest Physicians (India) Indian Chest Society 2016 during the period 24th November, 2016 to 27th November, 2016.  On 22nd November, 2016, the stay of all five was arranged at Cadila Guest House in Andheri, Mumbai.  On 23rd November, 2016, the stay of all five was arranged at hotel Sun N Sands at Shirdi.  Dr. Rohit Sarin and his wife Dr. Puja Sarin returned to Delhi on 27th November, 2016 by Jet Airways.  The daughter Dr. Prachi Sarin, Son-in-Law Dr. Vaibhav Sethi and grandson Vivaan returned to Delhi on 27th November, 2016 by Jet Airways.  All the above travel and stay arrangements of all five people were paid by Cadila Pharmaceutical Company.  The supported documents for the above mentioned facts have been attached with the complaint.  As per clause 6.8 of the Indian Medical Council, no doctor is permitted to accept any travel or hotel accommodation for himself/herself or for any family members.  This should be investigated and if found true, necessary strict action should be taken against Dr. Rohit Sarin and his wife Dr. Puja Sarin who is also working with Municipal Corporation of Delhi, Mehrauli Dispensary, New Delhi. 
Dr. Rohit Sarin, Director, National Institute of TB and Respiratory Disease in his written statement averred that he was awarded the NCCP Professor P.S. Shanker-Dr. K.C. Mohanty Chest Oration of the National College of Chest Physicians and the same was to be delivered at NAPCON 2016.  The award was given for pioneering contribution towards respiratory medicine.  Late Dr. K.C. Mohanty, who was the Chairman/Patron of the conference and a very senior professional in the field, had requested him to come with family.  The coordination for the same would be done by Shri Amit from M/S Cardia Pharmaceuticals.  Dr. Rohit Sarin booked the travel though M/s Green Channel Travel Services (Division of IRM Limited).  The proforma invoice dated 15th November, 2016 for the same for an amount of Rs.45,362 included the cost of ticket and the commission of the travel agency (approximately 5%).  Payment was made to the agency by him and his spouse Dr. (Mrs.) Puja Sarin.  The stay at Shirdi was booked through Goibbo.com and the payment was settled accordingly.  There has been no violation of clause 6.8 of the Indian Medical Council, as the entire travel and stay was paid for by him.  It may be mentioned that the National Institute of TB and Respiratory Disease has no financial dealings/purchases from M/S Cadila Pharmaceuticals.  In view of the above, it is clear that the complaint is false and baseless and has been made with an attempt to malign the name of the individual as well as the Institute.  It is requested that the case may be settled accordingly.  
In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee observes that it is established from the documents on record that Dr. Rohit Sarin who is employed in National Institute of TB and Respiratory Disease, Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi-110030 as Director attended the NAPCON 2016, 18th Joint National Conference on Pulmonary Diseases National College of Chest Physicians (India) Indian Chest Society 2016 during the period 24th November, 2016 to 27th November, 2016.  It was confirmed on perusal of the e-mail dated 14th November, 2016 and 22nd November, 2016 sent to Dr. Rohit Sarin by Amit Jain that Cadila Pharmaceuticals Company did facilitate Dr. Rohit Sarin and his family members for the NPCON conference in November, 2016 on behalf of organizers.  It is further observed that the explanation was given by Dr. Rohit Sarin in his additional written statement that the hospitality for the 18th NAPCON 2016 had been provided by the Organizing Committee to him and the family for the entire conference which had included complementary registration and accommodation at the conference hotel and that the same was coordinated via M/s Cadila Pharmaceuticals Limited.  
The detail explanation, letters from the organizers and receipts submitted, it was clarified to the Disciplinary Committee that hospitality has been provided by the organizers NAPCON 2016.  The Disciplinary Committee, therefore, recommends that advisory be issued to Dr. Rohit Sarin to refrain himself in communicating with pharmaceutical companies and for coordinating in all communications in such activities with the organizers only.  
Complaint stands disposed.    
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The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 10th September, 2018 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 18th October, 2018.
By the Order & in the name      







             of Delhi Medical Council 
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                                      Secretary
Copy to:- 
1) Shri Sanjay Batra, E-1, Raj Residency, Kaushambi, Ghaziabad, U.P.-201010. 
2) Dr. Rohit Sarin, Director, National Institute of TB and Respiratory Disease, Sri Aurobindo Marg, Near Qutub Minar, Mehrauli, New  Delhi-110030.

3) Asstt. Secretary, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14, Sector-08, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-w.r.t. No. MCI-211(2)(Gen.)/2017-Ethics./127234 dated 27.07.2017)-for information. 
 (Dr. Girish Tyagi)                                                                            Secretary
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