DMC/DC/Comp. 1034/2/2016/


              

  18th July, 2016 

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a complaint of Shri Zamir Ahmad Gunnah r/o. C-71, New Seelampur, Delhi–110053, forwarded by Directorate of Health Services, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Abdul Khalique and Dr. Vikas Jain of Samra Hospital, in the treatment administered to Zarina Begum at Samra Hospital, C-3/52A, 53A, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi–110053, resulting in her death on 11th August, 2012.
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 27th June, 2016 is reproduced herein-below :-

The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Zamir Ahmad Gunnah r/o. C-71, New Seelampur, Delhi–110053 (referred hereinafter as the complainant), forwarded by Directorate of Health Services, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Abdul Khalique and Dr. Vikas Jain of Samra Hospital, in the treatment administered to Zarina Begum (referred hereinafter as the patient) at Samra Hospital, C-3/52A, 53A, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi–110053 (referred hereafter as the said Hospital), resulting in her death on 11th August, 2012.
The Disciplinary Committee noted that the copy of medical records pertaining to this matter were provided to the Delhi Medical Council by the Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi alongwith copy of complaint and reply thereto of Dr. Abdul Khalique.  
The Disciplinary Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Abdul Khalique, Medical Director, Samra Hospital, copy of medical records of Samra Hospital and other documents on record.  

The following were heard in person :-
1) Shri Nafees Ud Hasan

Cousin of the complainant

2) Shri Shadab Saifi

Friend of the complainant
3) Dr. Abdul Khalique

Surgeon  &  Medical  Director, Samra  




Hospital

Dr. Vikas Jain failed to appear before the Disciplinary Committee, inspite of notice.

The complainant Shri Zamir Ahmad Gunnah did not appear before the Disciplinary Committee but his cousin Shri Naffes Ud Hasan appeared and stated that the patient Smt. Zarina Begum who underwent cholecystectomy on 10th August, 2012 at Samra Hospital, died due to medical negligence committed by Dr. Abdul Khalique and Dr. Vikas Jain.  It is further stated that the operation took four hours to complete.  Subsequent to the surgery, the patient did not gain consciousness.  Infact on 11th August, 2012, the patient was given blood transfusion, but there was no improvement in the condition of the patient.  He requested them to refer the patient to some big hospital but they assured him that they will take care of the patient.  On enquiry from the doctors, it was informed that during cholecystectomy, some vein in the abdomen was incised, as a result, there was collection of blood, and the same required another surgery.    He noted that the body of the patient was turning blue.  Dr. Vikas Jain gave the patient some injections.  After fifteen minutes only the patient died.  It was further alleged that Samra Hospital was not equipped to undertake surgeries, as it lacked the requisite infrastructure.  
Dr. Abdul Khalique, Medical Director, Samra Hospital in his written statement averred that the patient Smt. Zarina Begum, fifty five years of age, female was a known case of chronic cholecystitis with cholelithiasis, diabetes mellitus and hypertension who came to him for surgical consultation in surgical OPD No.112439 dated 1st August, 2012.  The patient was examined and advised for the further hemogram, BT, CT, blood sugar, blood urea, S. creatinine, ECG, HIV, X-ray chest and ultrasonology examination of the abdomen.  Also the patient was advised to see physician for the control of diabetes, hypertension alongwith mentioned investigation report for the clearance of the surgical fitness before the cholecystectomy, a standard surgical procedure for this disease.  The patient consulted in surgical OPD on 2nd August, 2012 in Samra Hospital to surgeon alongwith laboratory investigation report.  All the reports were seen and the patient was advised to consult physician for the blood-pressure and diabetes and surgical fitness.  On 6th August, 2012, the patient consulted physician and the patient was declared fit for the surgery by the physician.  On 9th August, 2012, the patient came to surgical OPD, for surgical procedure and operated at 12.00 noon, on 10th August, 2012.  A standard four ports laparoscopic cholecytectomy procedure was performed. There were adhesions during the procedure of cholecystectomy.  Drain was put in the peritoneal cavity in the end.  Ports were closed.  There was no operative or post-operative complication.  Next day after the operation on 11th August, 2012, the tests were performed like hemoglobin, echocardiography, ultrasonography of abdomen and prothrombin time.  These were within normal limit and no collection was found in peritoneal cavity.  A unit of blood PRBC ‘B’ positive was transfused.  The patient was allowed liquids orally next morning.  Injectable antibiotics, IVF, analgesics, blood sugar monitoring and maintaining, symptomatic treatments were given as per the standard protocol and management under the supervision of surgeon and physician.  On 11th August, 2012, for the whole day the patient was alright and all the vitals parameters and drain from peritoneal cavity were within normal limit.  The patient started taking liquids orally since morning and the patient was tolerating the liquids.  At 5.30 p.m. on 11th August, 2012, the patient got severe cough may be followed by water or drink.  Immediately, resident doctor injected an injection of deriphylline and injection efcorline.  But the patient was not able to breathe.  She went into laryngeal spasm followed by cardiac arrest.  She was resuscitated and possible measures were taken under the supervision of physician, but the patient expired at 6.00 p.m. on 11th August, 2012.  He further stated that it was wrong and false allegations that it took four hours to complete surgery, infact, it took two hours to complete.  It has been wrongly alleged that there was blood in the right abdomen, infact an intra-peritoneal drain tube was there to drain abdominal cavity coming out of the skin draining the fluid which was reddish colour.  Post-operatively an ultrasound abdomen was done a day after the operation on 11th August, 2012 that proved no blood in the abdomen.  It is also false allegations that the doctors ran away from the hospital.  Infact during the resuscitation of the patient around 5.40 p.m. on 11th August, 2012, a team of medical personnel under the supervision of Dr. Vikas Jain were there in the patient room.  Suddenly the attendants of the patient who were about more than fifty people attacked the medical staff of the hospital and did GHERAO.  Broke the doors, windows, hospital furniture, hospital stretcher, hence, Dr. Vikas Jain dialed and called No.100 to police for the help.  Few medical equipment like cardiac monitor, blood-pressure instruments, etc. were missing from the patient’s room.  These scenes are evident in the CCTV footage.  All medical personnel never left the hospital premises.  The report of the whole incident was given to Police Station, Bhajan Pura, DCP North, Joint Police Crime Cell, and Commissioner of Police by e-mail and written application with the photographs in evidence.  It is further wrongly alleged that Samra Hospital has no facilities.  Infact Samra Hospital is registered with the Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi and had well equipped diagnostic & therapeutic medical equipment like colour doppler ultrasound, 300 mA X-ray, laboratory.  Operation theater is equipped with central gas pipe line, boyl’s apparatus, video-laparsocopic, video-endurological-cystocopy, ureterorenoscopic setup with high frequency C-arm, in central laminar air-conditioned double OT with seven beds with ICU cardiac monitors, defibrillator and ventilator.  Also round the clock facilities of surgeon, physician, gynaecologist, paediatrician and intensivist specialized well qualified experienced doctors in their field.  It is also false allegation that the patient remained serious for long time and was not referred.  Infact all of sudden the patient had cardiac arrest in the evening and could not be revived inspite of best efforts, medications, measures by the team under supervision of Dr. Vikas Jain.  
In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee makes the following observations :-

1) The patient a fifty five years old female with a diagnosis of cholelithiasis with cholecystitis underwent laparoscopic cholecystectomy on 10th August, 2012 at the said Hospital.  The surgery was performed by Dr. Abdul Khalique.  In the post-operative period, the patient was reported to be doing fine as per the medical records.  Infact as per doctors notes of 8.00 a.m. (11th August, 2012), the patient was allowed liquid orally:  However, at 5.30 p.m. on 11th August, 2012, the patient is recorded to have a bout of cough with severe breathless for which the patient was intubated and thereafter, CPR measures were initiated, but the patient could not be revived and was declared dead at 6.00 p.m. on 11th August, 2012.  

2) It is noted that as per USG whole abdomen report dated 11th August, 2012 of the said Hospital, there was no obvious free fluid seen in peritoneal cavity.  The ECG and Echo colour doppler dated 11th August, 2012 was suggestive of tachycardia.  As per Dr. Abdul Khalique, the patient went in laryngeal spasm and had a cardiac arrest. 
3) It is observed that the record keeping in this case left much to be desired:- at some places no time is mentioned, at others, they were not in any chronological order, the O.T. notes which are a typed copy does not mention the date and duration of the surgery.  
In light of the observations made herein-above, it is, therefore the decision of the Disciplinary Committee that no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of Dr. Abdul Khalique and Dr. Vikas Jain of Samra Hospital, in the treatment administered to Zarina Begum, however, a warning be issued to Dr. Abdul Khalique (Delhi Medical Council Registration No.16900) for poor record keeping.  
Complaint stands disposed.

Sd/:



      


Sd/:


(Dr. Subodh Kumar)
     

      (Dr. Sanjay Aggarwal)


Chairman, 


     

      Eminent Publicman,

Disciplinary Committee 

               Member,




      Disciplinary Committee 

          Sd/:



      Sd/:

(Dr. Rakesh Kumar Gupta)


      (Dr. P.N. Agarwal)


Delhi Medical Association,


      Expert Member

Member, 


      Disciplinary Committee 

Disciplinary Committee 

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 27th June, 2016 was taken up for confirmation before the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 30th June, 2016.  

On perusal of the Order of the Disciplinary Committee, the Council observed that in view of the facts and circumstances of this case, for poor records keeping an advisory be issued to Dr. Abdul Khalique instead of warning.  The Council, therefore, advised Dr. Abdul Kahlique to ensure proper maintenance of medical records for future. 
This observation is to be incorporated in the final Order to be issued.  The Order of the Disciplinary Committee stands modified to this extent and the modified Order is confirmed.




             By the Order & in the name of 








Delhi Medical Council 








           (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                      Secretary

Copy to :-
1) Shri Zamir Ahmad Munna, r/o, C-71, New Seelampur, Delhi-110053
2) Dr. Abdul Khalique, Through Medical Superintendent, Samra Hospital, C-3/52A, 53A, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi–110053
3) Dr. Vikas Jain, A-114, Yojna Vihar, Delhi
4) Medical Superintendent, Samra Hospital, C-3/52A, 53A, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi–110053
5) M.O I/C Nursing Home, Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi-110032-w.r.t. letter F.No.23/70/NEZ/ Comp./NH/DHS/HQ/12/53261 dated 20.9.12-for information. 





                 (Dr. Girish Tyagi)   





         
       Secretary
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