DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.625/2011/


                               15th February, 2011

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Rajinder Singh Mann r/o. T/41A, Second Floor, Khirki Extension, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi – 110017, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Aakash Hospital, in the treatment administered to the complainant at Aakash Hospital, 90/43, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi – 110017.

The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Paritosh Gupta, Dr. Manoj Goel, Dr. J.S. Lamba and Dr. Ajit Gaba, Medical Director, Akash Hospital, copy of medical records of Akash Hospital and other documents on record.  

The following were heard in person :-

1)
Dr. Ajit Gaba

Medical Director, Aakash Hospital  

2)
Dr. Paritosh Gupta

Sr. Consultant Surgery, Aakash Hospital

3)
Dr. Manoj Goel

Chest Physician, Aakash Hospital

4)
Dr. J.S. Lamba

Consultant Physician, Aakash Hospital

5)
Ms. Manju Chauhan
Accounts & Finance Department 

It is noted that the notice sent to the complainant returned undelivered with noting from Postal Department that “the house was found locked on repeated visits.”

It is alleged by the complainant that on 14.02.2008, he met with a road side accident as he was hit by a speeding vehicle. He became unconscious and was rushed to near by hospital namely Akash Hospital, 90/43, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi by some citizens.  He did not know how much time, he remained unconscious at Akash Hospital.  When he regained his                                                                                                                
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consciousness, he was told that he had head injury with injury on right foot.   He had lacerated wounds on head and right foot. The stitches were applied on his head but no treatment was offered for injury on his right foot. He was told that injury on his right foot would heal in normal course.  Now, he realize that attending doctor had failed in his legal duty of not making his case as medico-legal as he was bound to do so as the he came in unconscious state with a history of road side accident. He is of the opinion that treating doctor of Akash Hospital negligently treated his case which has resulted him in not taking claims for his injuries in roadside accident. Needless to say, no medico-legal report was made.  On 16.05.2008, he was again admitted to Akash hospital as he was feeling pain in the right foot which had swollen and started bleeding. He was admitted in the hospital and he     was told that surgery would be required in this case. He was under treatment of Dr. J.S. Lamba, Dr. Paritosh Gupta and Dr Manoj Goel of Akash Hospital. A lot of investigations were done on him and he was kept in the hospital. Minor treatment was given to his injury in the form of bandages.   Some injections were also given to him.   He was told that he had developed gangrene in his right foot.    He was discharged on 17.05.2008 and was asked to go to some other higher centre of his choice and discharge slip was given to him.   It is further alleged that as per the discharge summary, Akash Hospital has not done anything in his case except doing investigations and administering medicines.   What specific treatment was done, he does not know as it is not mentioned.   He is really surprised that why he was referred to higher centre for management & why he was admitted in Akash Hospital when they do not have basic skill and care facility in their hospital to treat a simple care of gangrene.  He is of the opinion that his gangrene in right foot has been caused due to negligent treatment given to him on 14.02.208 as negligently treated trauma can lead to gangrene.   After he was discharged from Akash Hospital, he was admitted to Banarasi Das Chandiwala Institute of Medical Sciences, Maa Anandmai Ashram Marg, Kalkaji, New Delhi-110019, in a severe agonizing pain under care of Dr. Amar Pal Singh Suri.   He examined complainant right foot and to his horror, he found that his two toes i.e. fourth and fifth of right foot were missing.  He does not know what has been done to his two digits as      
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nothing has been written in discharge summary at Akash Hospital.    He remained in care of Dr. Amar Pal Singh Suri and recovered without any loss of toes.   Now he is without two toes as a result of negligent treatment given to him at Akash  Hospital.   He has become handicapped.   He is of the opinion that it is a gross case of negligence.

Dr. Paritosh Gupta, Dr. Manoj Goel, Dr. J.S. Lamba and Dr. Ajit Gaba, Medical Director, Aakash Hospital in their written statements (though filed individually, but the content of the written statement was same) averred that the complainant had mis-stated in his complaint that he had become unconscious and was brought to the hospital by some citizens.  The complainant arrived in hospital in a fully conscious state and was accompanied by one Mr. Inderjeet, supposedly his son. What motivates the complainant to suppress these facts is well known to him.  The complainant was immediately attended by the doctor on duty who found him fully conscious and oriented to time, place and person.  He was given primary treatment on OPD basis, and was given a prescription by the duty doctor with the follow-up advise.  The doctor on duty on 14.02.08 did make the MLC vide MLC No. 000342  dated 14.2.2008 and in the meantime patient left the hospital after taking primary treatment.  The complainant came to emergency of Aakash hospital (after 3 months) on 16.05.2008 with complaints of Ulcer Right Foot(including 4th & 5th toe), Pain & Swelling Right foot, Fever off & on for past one month with history of Diabetes on irregular treatment.His G.C was poor. Temp. 101°F, Pulse- 96/min., B.P- 150/90mmHg. RBS - 348 mg%.   He was admitted under Dr. J. S. Lamba (Consultant Medicine) who diagnosed him as a case of Uncontrolled DM with Rt. Diabetic Foot (Gangrenous 5th toe) with Cellulitis Rt. Lower Limb with Septicemia with Diabetic Ketoacidosis. His Systemic examination revealed reduced Air entry in the Right Hemithorax.  The necessary Investigations : Complete Hemogram, KFT, LFT, Blood C/S, RBS, Lipid Profile, Urine R/M & Acetone, ECG, Arterial & Venous Doppler of right Lower Limb, Echocardiogram, Chest X-ray, CECT Chest, Sputum CIS & AFB, Fundus examination were advised.  An urgent surgical reference for Gangrene Right Foot was advised. The patient was then examined by Dr. Paritosh Gupta, Consultant, General and Min. Access Surgery.   Patient was evaluated & diagnosed with Right Foot Gangrene with free flow pus     
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discharging wound and spreading cellulitis. Pus C/S was sent & patient and his relatives were explained about the general condition of the patient and the need of Debridement/Amputation to prevent further spread of infection whatever was best suited for the patient and was sent for Rt. Lower Limb Arterial Doppler to know about the Blood supply of the affected area and to ascertain the cause of gangrene ? any Massive embolism.  A reference was given to Dr. Manoj Goel (Sr. Consultant Pulmonology) in view of patient’s reduced air entry in his Rt. Hemithorax and Chest X-ray findings.  His CECT Chest revealed Rt. Sided Pleural effusion with Right Lung Compression Collapse and Consolidation s/o In
fective etiology likely Tuberculosis, ? Pneummonia.   Patient and his relatives were well explained in detail about the general condition of the patient and was taken for Debridement / Amputation of toes of the right foot (after clearance from Pulmonologist) under S/A (Regional anaesthesia) with high risk consent (signed by then available nearest relative Mrs. Narinder Kaur on 17.05.08 at 9.50 A.M).  The Per operative findings were: Extensively infected Rt. Foot with gangrene / devitalized 4th & 5th toes, Pus extending beyond ankle joint into the leg and calf muscle. An extensive debridement was done to salvage the patient and all possible dead and infected tissue was removed and pus pockets  were laid open. Patient’s 5th & 4th toes were Gangrenous which were amputated so that patient could come out of septicemia and his blood sugars stabilize. It is a known fact that in Diabetic foot pus usually spreads in facial plains and along the tendon sheath which is the easiest path for pus to travel.  It was such a badly infected wound that the treating Surgeon & Physician thought it could be Gas Gangrene and tried to arrange AGGS (Anti Gas Gangrene Serum) and thus Patient’s relative were explained about the possibility of patient ending up with Lower Limb amputation.  However during that particular debridement surgery an extra care was taken to retain the functionality of the limb as well, the pressure bearing area (Arch of foot) was not damaged.  Subsequently the condition of the patient was well explained to his relatives and for avoiding any complications that might arise on account of his critical condition including his underlying lung condition it was assessed that the patient could have any time require ICU facilities, that is why patient was referred to a higher centre (after discussion with the Pt. & his relatives) with abundant precautions to save his life.   The complainant has expressed his opinion that           
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the cause of gangrene in his right foot was due to negligent treatment given to him on 14.02.08. This allegation is not only unfounded and wrong but also mischievous, motivated and meaningless. Infact the patient's own negligence in the treatment of his long standing diabetes is the cause of gangrene and not the one day’s treatment (on 14.2.2008) as alleged.   The treatment of Dr. Amar pal Singh Suri admittedly by the patient was carried out only after the successful, remedial & timely debridement carried out on 17.05.08 at Aakash Hospital. That is why the patient was saved of further deterioration and did not require any further debridement or amputation1

In light of the above, the Delhi Medical Council arrived at the following findings :-

1. MLC No. 000342 dated 14.2.2008 in respect of complainant Rajinder Singh Mann was initiated at Aakash Hospital as is borne out from the certified copy of MLC No. 000342 and D.D. No. 26A dated 14.2.2008, Police Station Khajuri Khas, filed by Director Medical, Aakash Hospital to the Delhi Medical Council.

       2.
The patient was admitted second time on 16th May, 2008 in Akash Hospital with diabetic foot with ketoacidosis with septicemia in poor general conditions.  The treatment of amputation of V and IV toe right foot was justified due to gangrene and spreading infections.  The consent of the operation debridgement/amputation was also taken prior to operation.  Diabetic patients are prone to arteriosclerosis depending on duration of diabetic and the glycemia control.  The case in consideration was having poor diabetic control on account of random Blood-Sugar 348 % and high HbAIC. The discharge summary does not mention about toe amputation at all.  But as per records, operation notes there is clear mention of amputation of V and IV toe.  It is reiterated that the consent for debridgement/amputation of foot, had been taken. While making discharge it should have mentioned toe amputation V and VI

In light of the observations made hereinabove, it is the decision of the Delhi Medical Council 
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that no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of doctors of Aakash Hospital in the treatment administered to complainant Shri Rajinder Singh Mann.

Complaint stands disposed.  

By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

Copy to :-

1) Shri Rajinder Singh Mann, r/o, T/41A, Second Floor, Khirki Extension, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110017.
2) Dr. Paritosh Gupta, Through Medical Superintendent, Aakash Hospital, 90/42, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110017.
3) Dr. Manoj Goel, Through Medical Superintendent, Aakash Hospital, 90/42, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110017.
4) Dr. J.S. Lamba, Through Medical Superintendent, Aakash Hospital, 90/42, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110017.
5) Medical Superintendent, Aakash Hospital, 90/42, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110017.
(Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary
