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    3rd August, 2009 

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Mohd. Iliyas r/o. 1747 B, Sanjay Basti, Timarpur, Delhi – 110054, forwarded by Directorate of Health Services, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Sant Parmanand Hospital, in the treatment administered to complainant at Sant Parmanand Hospital, 18, Sham Nath Marg, Civil Lines, Delhi – 110054. 

The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, joint written statement of Dr. Gita Srivastav and Dr. Smita Gupta of Sant Parmanand Hospital, copy of medical records of Sant Parmanand Hospital and AIIMS.  The Delhi Medical Council also examined the X-rays produced by the complainant.  The following were heard in person :-

1. Mohd. Iliyas

Complainant 

2. Dr. Suneet Juneja
Medical Superintendent, Sant Parmanand Hospital

3. Dr. Smita Gupta
Consultant ENT, Sant Parmanand Hospital

4. Dr. Gita Srivastav
Consultant ENT, Sant Parmanand Hospital

5. Mr. R. Sain

Administrative Officer, Sant Parmanand Hospital 
Briefly stated the facts of the case are that Shri Mohd. Iliyas with complaints of regurgitation of food, fullness of neck, foreign body sensation / food sticking on the left side of throat, was admitted in Sant Parmanand Hospital on 24.8.2008.  A provisional diagnosis of (L) Pharyngeal pouch was made.  The complainant underwent left Neck Exploration under General Anaesthesia on 25.8.2008.  The procedure was carried out by Dr. Geeta Srivastav and Dr. Smita Gupta.  As per operation findings entire length of oesophagus was traced from above hyoid to supra clavicular area.  No pouch was found. Oseophagoscopy / Direct Laryngoscopy done – no opening or lumen of the pouch found.  Neck was closed.  Since the Dysphagia still persisted, the patient was discharged with Ryles Tube on 28.8.2008 on medication and referred to AIIMS for further treatment.  

Contd/-

( 2 )

The Delhi Medical Council observed that based on the history of patient, the provisional diagnosis of a pharyngeal pouch is justified.  However, the radiological and the endoscopic findings do not clearly confirm such a diagnosis.  The barium swallow report dated 16.8.2008 shows only a small pouch in the vallecullar region which may not be able to sustain the diagnosis and justify the management given. The justification of the surgeons that the endoscopy was done initially to rule out any obstruction or malignant lesion, is found to be medically tenable.  However, on an absent finding on endoscopy even at the time of surgery and lack of corroboration with Radiological findings; the opening of the neck which has its own morbidity and mortality was not in accordance with the accepted surgical practices in such case.  It is also noted on perusal of consent form that the same does not even mention the operative procedure for which consent was being taken.  The lack of any explanation to the patients in the consent form is a procedural lapse.   
In light of the findings made hereinabove, the Delhi Medical Council issues a warning to Dr. Gita Shrivastav (DMC registration No. 26326) and Dr. Smita Gupta (DMC registration No. 23491).  
Complaint stands disposed.

By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary
Copy to :-
1) Mohd. Iliyas, r/o. 1747 B, Sanjay Basti, Timarpur, Delhi – 110054
2) Medical Superintendent, Sant Parmanand Hospital, 18, Sham Nath Marg, Civil Lines,Delhi – 110054

3) Dr. Geeta Srivastav, Through Medical Superintendent, Sant Parmanand Hospital, 18, Sham Nath Marg, Civil Lines, Delhi – 110054
4) Dr. Smita Gupta, Through Medical Superintendent, Sant Parmanand Hospital, 18, Sham Nath Marg, Civil Lines, Delhi – 110054 
5) Medical Superintendent (Nursing Homes-I), Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi – 110032 – with reference to letter No. F.23(73)/MSNH-I/DHS/HQ/08-09/7135 dated 18th February, 2009 – for information 

6) Secretary, Medical Council of India, Pocket – 14, Sector-8, Dwarka Phase – I, New Delhi – 110077 – for information & necessary action.  
(Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary
