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                3rd August, 2009 

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a representation from the office of DCP (HQ) Delhi, forwarded by Govt. of NCT of Delhi, seeking medical opinion in respect of death of late Sita Devi allegedly due to medical negligence on the part of doctors of AIIMS.

The Delhi Medical Council perused the representation from Police, written statement of Dr. D.K. Sharma, Medical Superintendent, AIIMS enclosing therewith, comments of Dr. D.M. Bhowmik, Nephrologist, AIIMS, and Dr. S.C. Tiwari, Prof. & Head, Deptt. of Nephrology, AIIMS and copy of medical records of AIIMS.  The Council observes that Ms. Sita had past history of ® Lower limb weakness and of pulmonary tuberculosis which was treated earlier and had advanced kidney failure since October, 2007 and had been on irregular intermittent hemodialysis since 23.3.2008.  She had received four heamodialysis till she got admitted in AIIMS emergency in a critical condition with severe fluid overload, metabolic acidosis and accelerated hypertension and sepsis with advanced uremia.  She was intubated and put on ventilatory support in the emergency and started on peritoneal dialysis.  

The clinical condition of this patient was very critical at the time of admission and the chances of her survival, in this critical state was quite less even in the best of centers.  Patients of chronic kidney disease have a high incidence of hidden heart disease and sudden death in this patient seems to be related to cardiac death which is fairly common in patients on dialysis.  Since she was already on a ventilator the allegation of aspiration related to feeding of milk by the nurse is unlikely as aspiration in a ventilated patient does not occur.

As no post mortem has been conducted in this matter, it is not possible to categorically determine the cause of death.  
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It is, therefore, the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that the line of treatment adopted in the management of this patient was in accordance with the accepted professional practices in such cases and prima facie, no case of medical negligence is made out.  

Matter stands disposed.

By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

Copy to :-

1) Medical Superintendent, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, Ansari Nagar, New Delhi - 110029 

2) Deputy Secretary (Home), Home Police-II Department, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 5th Level, C-Wing, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – with reference to letter No. F.10/C-53/2008/HP-II/2678 dated 5.5.2009 – for information
3) Shri Mohan Singh Bais, Dy. Commissioner of Police, Delhi Police Headquarters, ITO, New Delhi – with reference to letter No. 2171/M.Board/12130/C&T(AC-6)/PHQ dated 16.4.2009 – for information 
(Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

