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     7th June, 2010 
O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a representation from the office of DCP, Delhi Police Headquarters, forwarded by Deptt. of Home, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, seeking medical opinion on a complaint of Ms. Neeta Manick, in respect of death of late Chabeen Manick s/o. Shri Booban Manick, who received treatment at Aashlok Hospital and subsequently died on 15.9.2007, allegedly due to medical negligence of the doctors of Aashlok Hospital.

Briefly stated the facts of the case are that late Chabeen Manick, a 38 year old male (referred hereinafter as the patient) was admitted in Aashlok Hospital at 7.00 pm on 15.9.2006 with history of drowning in a hotel swimming pool half an hour earlier.  On examination, the patient was noted to be semi conscious, in severe hypoxaemia and cyanosed.  Reddish brown frothing from mouth and nose was noted.  Patient was intubated, shifted to ICU.  He was put on ventilator CMV mode with inotropic support and antibiotics.  ECG findings were ST depression in L1, AVL,   V3 – V6 and ST elevation in L3 and AVF.  Trop-T was negative.  The condition of the patient remained critical and in spite of all resuscitative measures he could not be revived and was declared dead at 9.15 pm on 15.9.2006.  As per the post mortem report No. 1606/06 dated 16.9.2006, the cause of death was “Respiratory failure following ante-mortem drowning in water”.

The Delhi Medical Council perused the representation from Police, written statement of Dr. Tanushri Siddharth, Medical Superintendent, Aashlok Nursing Home, copy of medical records of Aashlok Hospital and post mortem report No. 1606/06 dated 16.9.2006 and other documents on records.

Medical Superintendent, Aashlok Hospital failed to appear in spite of notice.  

Dr. Arvind Thergadnkar who had performed and prepared the Post Mortem report No. 1606/06 dated 16.9.2006 was heard in person.  
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Dr. Arvinid Thergadnkar stated that in his opinion the death was result of drowning as there was history of drowning, fluid in lung and stomach, cyanosis on the face, lung was oedematous and nostrils also showed presence of haemorrhagic froth.  There was no infarction on cross examination and that routinely microscopic examination is not carried out.  

Dr. Tanushree Siddharth, Medical Superintendent, Aashlok Nursing Home in her written statement averred that the patient was brought to the hospital on 15.9.2006 at approximately 7 pm in the evening with alleged history of drowning at Taj Palace Hotel by Hotel staff accompanied by relatives and police.  He was promptly attended by the doctor on duty and on examination was found to be in a critical condition.  The same was conveyed to the attendants.  However, immediate resuscitation was done and the patient was put on ventilator.  Consultant Physician Dr. Alok Chopra and Consultant Intensivist were summoned, who came promptly and took charge of the patient.  Despite providing the best of medical care, the patient succumbed to his injuries and was declared dead at 9.15 pm on 15.9.2006.  The cause being drowning with pulmonary oedema with Cerebral Oedema.  The attendants claimed that the cause of death as in the autopsy report and as declared by the hospital are different.  All the documents handed over to the attendants at the time of death say “drowning with pulmonary Oedema” as the primary cause of death and so does the autopsy report.  
In light of the above, the Delhi Medical Council is of the view that the cause of death of late Chabeen Manick s/o. Shri Booban Manick was ante-mortem drowning in water leading to respiratory failure.   Prima facie, there is no medical negligence on the part of treating doctors of Aashlok Hospital.  
Matter stands disposed. 

By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

Copy to :-
1) Medical Superintendent, Aashlok Hospital, 25-A, Block AB, Community Centre, Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi 110029
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2) Addl. SHO/ATO, Police Station Safdarjung Enclave, South Distt., New Delhi - 110029
3) Deputy Secretary (Home), Home (Police-II) Department, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 5th Level, C-Wing, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi – 110002 – with reference to letter No. F.10/C-57/2006.HP-II/9229 dated 10th October, 2007
4) Asst. Commissioner of Police, C&T, office of DCP, Police Headquarters, ITO, Delhi – with reference to letter No. 50834/C&T(AC-VI)/PHQ dated 5.9.2008 
(Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary
