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31st August, 2007

Shri Arun Kumar Jha





Complainant

147, Type – II

Lancer Road, 

New Delhi – 110054

Vs.


Dr. Daljit Singh





Respondent

Deptt. of Orthopaedics

Through Medical Superintendent

Sushruta Trauma Centre

9, Metcalf Road, Behind I.P. College

Delhi – 110054

O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Arun Kumar Jha, alleging medical negligence and professional misconduct on the part of Dr. Daljit Singh of Sushruta Trauma Centre, New Delhi, in the treatment administered to complainant’s son Shri Narendra Kumar (referred hereinafter as the patient) at Sushruta Trauma Centre on 27.11.2006.  

Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Daljit Singh, rejoinder of Shri Arun Kumar Jha, medical records of Sushruth Trauma Centre, Sant Parmanand Hospital and other documents on record.  

Dr. Daljit Singh and Medical Superintendent, Sushruth Trauma Centre failed to appear for hearing in this matter in spite of notice.

Shri Arun Kumar Jha and Shri Narendra Kumar were heard in person.
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Briefly stated the facts of the case are that the patient reported to the casuality of Sushruta Trauma Centre on 27.11.2006.  The CMO on duty recorded the following findings :-
(a) Rt hand ring finger is crushed and almost amputated already, hanging with skin and with active bleeding

(b) CLW approximately 3 cms. from the base of ring finger Rt. to above dorsum of hand.

(c) Little finger of Lt. hand being lacerated from base to top (Palmar aspect)
The patient was referred to orthopaedic department, where Dr. Daljit Singh after assessing the medical condition of the patient, amputated the Rt. hand finger.  The patient subsequently went LAMA.  The removed finger was re-implanted at Sant Parmanand Hospital on the same day i.e. 27.11.2006.

It is alleged by the complainant that Dr. Daljit Singh amputated the right hand finger without making any sincere effort to save the same and this tantamount to an act of medical negligence.  Dr. Daljit Singh in his written statement stated that on examination the patient was found to have active bleeding from the wound, the finger was attached with a skin tag with no distal capillary circulation and sensations (near amputation).  The patient was explained about the prognosis and as per the treatment protocol for amputation and re-implantation, the finger was removed surgically after taking verbal consent to achieve hemostasis and finger was preserved at the same time.  The patient was also explained about lack of a plastic surgeon at Sushruta Trauma Centre and patient was referred to the Plastic Surgery Department of Lok Nayak Hospital for re-implantation of finger.

It is observed that the assertions made by Dr. Daljit Singh are substantiated by the medical records of Sushruta Trauma Centre.  TheCouncil is of the view that the medical condition of the right hand finger of the patient as reported in the medical records, warranted an amputation and the same was in accordance with the accepted professional practices in such cases.

The complainant has also alleged that after amputating the finger, Dr. Daljit Singh threw the same in the dustbin.  Dr. Daljit Singh in his written statement maintained that after removing the finger surgically the same was preserved.  It is observed from medical records of Sushruta Trauma Centre that a noting to the effect that finger is preserved aseptically, has been made.  
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It is further observed that since as per the medical records of Sant Parmanand Hospital, the right hand finger was successfully re-implanted, the probability of the same having been in an sceptic environment after amputation is very unlikely, as had that been the case, the right hand finger would not have survived after re-implantation.  
Complaint stands disposed. 
By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

Copy to :-
1) Shri Arun Kumar Jha, 147, Type – II, Lancer Road, New Delhi – 110054
2) Dr. Daljit Singh, Deptt. of Orthopaedics, Through Medical Superintendent, Sushruta Trauma Centre, 9, Metcalf Road, Behind I.P. College, Delhi – 110054
3) Dy. Secretary (Home), Home (Police-II) Department, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 5th Level,  C-Wing, Players Building, Delhi Secretariat, I.P. Estate, New Delhi-110002 – With reference to letter No. 10/C-17/2007/HP-II/2791 dated 10.4.2007

4) Dy. Commissioner of Police, ACP/C&T, Police Headquarters, ITO, New Delhi – vide letter No. 166/8/C&T(AC-VI)PHQ dated 7th March, 2007. 
                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary

