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           1st November, 2007 

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a reference from DIU/West Distt. P.P. Rajouri Garden, Keshav Marg, Rajouri Garden, Delhi, seeking medical opinion in respect of death of late Amarjeet Singh (referred hereinafter as the patient) allegedly due to medical negligence on the part of doctors of Park Hospital (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital), 12, Chowkhandi, Near Keshaopur Bus Depot, Outer Ring Road, New Delhi – 110018.
The Delhi Medical Council perused the reference from Police, written statement of Dr. Atul Kohli, Medical Superintendent, Park Hospital, copy of medical records of Park Hospital, other documents on record and heard the following in person :-

1.
Shri Gurmeet Singh

Son of the deceased late Amar Jeet Singh 
1. Dr. Ajit Gupta
 

Chairman, Park Hospital 

2. Dr. Vikram Kalra

Nephrologist, Park Hospital 

3. Dr. S.K. Maheshwari

Surgeon, Park Hospital

4. Dr. Vinod Gupta 

Physician, Park Hospital

5. Dr. Ajay Kumar

Sr. Resident, Deptt. of Forensic Medicine, Safdarjung 




Hospital

The post mortem report No. 710 /06 has opined the cause of death in the patient as “shock due to ante-mortem brain damage produced by blunt force impact.”  It is alleged that the patient who was receiving dialysis treatment at Park Hospital, suffered injury to his head in the said Hospital due to medical negligence of the treating doctors.  The Medical Superintendent, Park Hospital in his written statement denied the allegation and stated that on 19.4.2006 after the dialysis was complete  around  12.00 pm,  the  patient  complained  of  giddiness.   The  patient  was  advised admission but the same was refused by patient and his attendants.  It is noted that these assertions of Medical Superintendent, Park Hospital are supported by the dialysis record of the Park Hospital. 
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It is further stated by Medical Superintendent that after few hours of patient leaving the said Hospital, a telephonic call was received informing that condition of the patient was not good and that he was vomiting and having giddiness.  An ambulance with a consultant was sent in response to the call; however, the patient again refused admission.  No signs of external bleeding were observed at that time.  
As per the medical records of the said Hospital, the patient was brought to the said Hospital at 5.45 p.m. on the same day in a semiconscious state with bleeding through mouth and nose, a history of seizures at home with tongue bite was given by the attendants.  On examination, patient was found to have swelling over right supraorbitol region.  Patient was put on conservative line of treatment and advised NCCT head.  However, as the patient’s relatives did not want to continue treatment at the said Hospital for financial reasons, the patient went LAMA.  
The patient was taken to Deen Dayal Upadhyay Hospital from where he was referred to Safdarjung Hospital.  As per the Death Summary of Safdarjung Hospital, the CT Scan revealed intracerbral bleed with intraventricular extension with subdural bleed and in spite of supportive treatment, patient died on 24.4.2006. 

Dr. Ajay Kumar who conducted the post mortem examination and prepared report No. 710/06 on being asked to explain on what basis he opined the cause of death in the post mortem report, stated that the same was based on the examination of dead body and inquest papers provided by the Police.  He further stated that in the present case since the medical history of the deceased was not available to him at the time of post mortem examination, the secondary “Head Injury due to intercraneal bleed”, because of dialysis related complications (as the patient was on anti-coagulants) resulting in fall of the patient / seizures, could not be ruled out as the cause of death.  
Dr. Ajay Kumar further stated that other than the post mortem report No. 710/06, he has not given any additional opinion in respect of post mortem in this case, to the police.  Dr. Ajit Gupta, Chairman, Park Hospital stated that in the reference made to Delhi Medical Council by police seeking medical opinion, the police has deliberately distorted the facts, by stating that “the doctor who conducted autopsy has given possibility of medical negligence cannot be ruled out” where in the post mortem report there are no such observations of doctor who conducted post mortem examination.  
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The Council took note of this irregularity in respect of post mortem report and observed that this misrepresentation of facts by the police were not only unprofessional but a vain attempt to mislead a quasi-judicial authority.  These observations regarding the misconduct of police needs to be brought to the notice of highest authorities in the police department so that corrective measures are initiated.

In light of the above, following are the findings of the Delhi Medical Council :-

1. There is nothing on record to suggest that the patient suffered the injury to his head while or after undergoing the dialysis procedure on 19.4.2006 at the said Hospital.  In fact as per medical records, it is only at the time of admission at 5.45 p.m. on 19.4.2006 history of seizure at home with tongue bite was reported and swelling over right supraorbitol region was observed.

2. The Council finds the observation of Dr. Ajay Kumar, Sr. Resident, Deptt. of Forensic Medicine in the Post Mortem report as to cause of death not conclusive as the medical history of the deceased which was an essential piece of evidence was not taken into consideration while determining the same.  In view of the same and based on the medical history of the patient, as per which he was on anti-cogulants and had seizures on 19.4.2006, we are of the opinion that the secondary “Head Injury due to intra-craneal bleed”, could not be ruled out as cause of death.
It is, therefore, the decision of the Delhi Medical Council that no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of treating doctors of Park Hospital in the treatment administered to late Amarjeet Singh. 

Matter stands disposed.

By the Order & in the name of

            Delhi Medical Council

                         (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

Secretary
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Copy to :-

1. Mrs. Jaswinder Kaur, R/o. WZ-2/1-A, New Shahpura, Tilak Nagar, New Delhi

2. Medical Superintendent, Park Hospital, 12, Chowkhandi, Near Keshopur Bus Depot, Outer Ring Road, New Delhi – 110 018

3. Inspector, DIU / West Distt., P.P. Rajouri Garden, Keshav Marg, Rajouri Garden,


      Delhi – with reference to Case FIR No. 314/06 dated 20.4.2006 u/s 337/304-AIPC P.s.                              
Tilak Nagar, W. Distt., Delhi 

4.

Commissioner of Police, Office of the Commissioner of Police, Police Headquarters, 
ITO, New Delhi – for necessary action.









(Dr. Girish Tyagi)









Secretary

