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                            O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council examined a reference from Principal Magistrate, Juvenile Justice Board, Kingsway Camp, forwarded by Medical Council of India.  

The Delhi Medical Council perused the Order of the Principal Magistrate, Juvenile Justice Board, written statements of Dr. (Mrs.) Manju Chugh, Dr. Rajinder Kumar, Dr. H.K. Parida, Dr. A.K. Bangotra and heard the following in person :-

(a) Dr. A.K. Bangotra
M.S., Aruna Asaf Ali Hospital (Presently M.S., Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar Hospital, Rohini)

(b) Dr. (Mrs.) Manju Chugh
Jr. Specialist (Surgery), Aruna Asaf Ali Hospital (AAA Hospital)

(c) Dr. Rajinder Kumar

Medical Officer, AAA Hospital

All efforts to serve notice on Dr. H.K. Parida proved futile.    

The facts of the matter are that Juvenile Suleman was examined by a board of doctors on 7.6.03 at AAA Hospital as per directions of Principal Magistrate, Juvenile Justice Board.  The direction of the Magistrate was to medically examine Suleman by a board with respect to intake of drugs and to submit report to J. Justice Board on 9.6.03 at 10 a.m.

Accordingly, a board of doctors consisting of Dr. H.K. Parida (Dy. Medical Superintendent), Dr. Manju Chugh (Surgeon), & Dr. Rajender Kumar (Medical Officer) was constituted by the Medical Superintendent of AAA Hospital.  The board examined Suleman on 7.6.03.  Although Suleman gave history of intake of Tab Nitravit (10mg) 2 days back, during the examination, the board could not find any sign on clinical examination, to indicate drug intake.   The board further felt that he may require psychiatric opinion for further evaluation and hence was advised to be referred to IHBAS/G.B. Pant Hospital.  Such opinion would have thrown some light towards the status of drug intake by Suleman.  
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In regard to the report of the medical board, it is observed that the clinical signs (findings) like size of the pupil & other neurological signs noted in the report appear to be adequate in concluding that Suleman was not under any acute effect of most commonly used psychotropic drug like Nitravite.  As the drug was reportedly taken 2 days earlier, its effects were not expected to be present on the day of examination.  However, in suspected cases or in a given environment analysis of samples like blood, urine, nails, hair etc., may be warranted to ascertain drug abuse.  These are sophisticated investigations and are generally restricted in the domain of drug de addiction units under psychiatry departments.  However, the Council observes that the manner in which the reporting has been done by the board and the hospital is far from satisfactory.   The report should have been a speaking one, categorically indicating medical status of the juvenile and the advise for further action on the part of the concerned authority.  There is enough scope for the hospital to introspect and take necessary corrective measures like issuing definite guidelines so as to avoid such confusing situations in future.  

By the order of and in the name of 

Delhi Medical Council

(Dr. R.N. Baishya)  

Secretary 

Copy to :-

1) Principal Magistrate, Juvenile Justice Board, Sewa Kutir, Kingsway Camp, Delhi – 110009
2) Dr A.K.Bangotra, Medical Superintendent, BSA Hospital, Rohini, Delhi 
3) Dr. (Mrs.) Manju Chugh, Jr. Specialist Surgery, Through Medical Superintendent, Aruna Asaf  Ali Government Hospital, 5, Rajpur Road, Delhi – 110 054
4) Dr. Rajinder Kumar, Medical Officer, Through Medical Superintendent, Aruna Asaf  Ali Government Hospital, 5, Rajpur Road, Delhi – 110 054
5) Deputy Secretary, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi – 110075, – With reference to letter No. MCI-211(2)(145)/2003-Ethical/16384 dated 28.1.2005 
(Dr. R.N. Baishya) 

Secretary
