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     25th April, 2005

Deptt. of Health & Family Welfare

Govt. of NCT of Delhi

A-Wing, 9th Level, Players Building

Delhi Secretariat

I.P. Estate

New Delhi – 110 002

Subject : Complaint of Shri I.D. Kaushik against Dr. Anupam Sachdeva of Krishna Hospital 

Ref. No. : F.342/130/2004/H&FW/6797 dated 30.11.2004

The Delhi Medical Council examined a representation from SHO Saraswati Vihar, forwarded by Govt. of NCT of Delhi, seeking medical opinion on the complaint of Shri I.D. Kaushik, C/o. Tirupati Balaji Textile, Opp. Handi Babarpur, G.T. Road, Panipat, Haryana alleging medical negligence in the treatment administered to his grandson late Vikram (a 10 years old child).  

The Delhi Medical Council perused the complaint, the written statement of Dr. Anupam Sachdeva, Dr. Vinita Jain, Dr. Ashok Pansari, Medical Superintendent of Krishna Hospital and other documents on record.  The following were heard in person :-

· Dr. Anupam Sachdeva

· Dr. Vinita Jain

· Dr. Ashok Pansari

Shri I.D. Kaushik did not appear before the Council in spite of notice.
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Briefly stated the facts of the case are that late Vikram (referred hereinafter as the patient) was admitted in Krishna Hospital, 9, Chanderlok Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi – 110034 on 20-08-03 with history of high grade fever- 6 days, repeated vomiting- 2 days, difficulty in breathing- 1 day. He was diagnosed to be suffering from Bronchopneumonia. On the morning of 21-08-03, the patient became restless and irritable; he was shifted to Ganga Ram Hospital. Soon after admission the patient had an episode of Generalized Tonic Clonic Seizures and subsequently his general condition started to deteriorate. He expired at 11p.m. on 21-08-03 with a final diagnosis of Fulminant septicemia with disseminated intravascular coagulation with Multiorgan dysfunction with Refractory Shock, as per the death summary of Ganga Ram Hospital.

It is the allegation of the complainant that the patient was brought from Karnal to Dr Anupam Sachdeva, on 20-08-03, with the purpose of getting the patient admitted in Ganga Ram Hospital. The failure on the part of Dr Anupam Sachdeva to get the patient admitted at Ganga Ram Hospital on 20-08-03 and his keeping him overnight in Krishna Hospital, resulted in the patient not getting the timely proper treatment for his ailment leading to his demise; the same constitute an act of medical negligence on the part of Dr Anupam Sachdeva.

Dr Anupam Sachdeva in his written statement has stated that Late Vikram was brought to him from Karnal on 20-08-03 for opinion and he saw the patient at Krishna Hospital as an outpatient. He contacted Ganga Ram Hospital for getting the patient admitted and since no bed was available there, he gave the family of the patient the option of having the child admitted at Krishna Hospital. The patient was admitted under the care of Dr Vinita Jain at Krishna Hospital, the same is confirmed by the statement of Dr. Vinita Jain. Dr Anupam Sachdeva further states that he saw the patient at 9 p.m., as a courtesy call. On 21-08-03 on the request of Dr Vinita Jain, he facilitated the admission of the patient under Dr Krishna Chugh at Ganga Ram Hospital.
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In view of the findings made hereinabove it is the opinion of the Delhi Medical Council that:-

a) The condition of the patient with which he presented himself on 20-08-03 to Dr Anupam Sachdeva warranted hospitalization, which was advised by Dr Anupam Sachdeva. There is nothing on record to contradict that Dr. Anupam Sachdeva did not made an effort at getting the patient admitted in Ganga Ram Hospital on 20-08-03 or to suggest that he admitted the patient at Krishna hospital for any extraneous reasons other than being concerned about the health and welfare of the patient.

b) The patient was admitted in Krishna Hospital (duly registered with the Directorate of Health Services) under the care of Dr Vinita Jain and later received treatment at Ganga Ram Hospital under the care of Dr Krishna Chugh. Thus at no point of time the patient was under the care of Dr Anupam Sachdeva, hence, he cannot be held liable for the death of the patient.

c) The treatment administered to the patient at Krishna Hospital as per the records of Krishna Hospital was in accordance with the accepted professional practice in such cases.

d) Fulimant septicemia, DIC and Multi organ failure, the conditions  with which the patient died has a high mortality rate. 

(Dr. S.K. Khattri)

Secretary

Copy to : SHO, Saraswati Vihar Police Station, New Delhi – With reference to letter No. 819/SHO/S.Vihar dated 25.5.2004. 

