DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.1861/2/2016                         20th December, 2016           

O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a complaint of Shri. Inder Kumar Gupta, r/o-WZ-258, Nangal Raya, New Delhi-110058,  alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Dinesh Sareen and Max Hospital, Pitampura Wazirpur district Centre, New Delhi-110034 in the treatment administered to complainant’s wife Smt. Manju Gupta at Max Hospital.

The Order of the Executive Committee dated 17th November, 2016 is reproduced herein-below:
“The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri. Inder Kumar Gupta, r/o-WZ-258, Nangal Raya, New Delhi-110058(referred hereinafter as the complainant), alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Dinesh Sareen and Max Hospital, Pitampura Wazirpur district Centre, New Delhi-110034(referred hereinafter as the said Hospital) in the treatment administered to complainant’s wife Smt. Manju Gupta (referred hereinafter as the patient) at Max Hospital.

The Executive Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Dinesh Sareen, Dr.Shivani Sabharwal, Deputy Medical Superintendent of Max Hospital, copy of medical records of Max Hospital and other documents on record.
The Executive Committee notes that complainant’s wife Smt. Manju Gupta suffered a stroke (paralysis of right ½ of body) in early hours of 03rd February, 2016 at 6:30am.  The patient was brought to the ER of the said Hospital at 8:00am and a clinical diagnosis of stroke was made. She then underwent a NCCT Scan at 8:33 am and it was detected that the patient had a hypodense area in left franto parietal area, suggestive of an infarct.

Neurologist on call was consulted at 9:30am and Dr. Dinesh Sareen attended the patient at 10:00am.    
Contd/:

(2)    
The contention of the complaint is that the patient was not given the benefit of thrombolytic therapy despite presenting to the Hospital within window period.

As per the statements of both the complainant and the doctor of the said Hospital, the patient had her symptoms detected  at 6:30am. As per complainant, the stroke happened at that time whereas as per Dr. Sareen’s statement the patient got up at 6:00 am and had a fall (possibly due to weakness) and was found not to move right ½ of her body. Therefore, there was reasonable uncertainity regarding the onset of stroke and such strokes clinically  are called ‘stroke upon awakening’

As there is uncertainity of the onset of the stroke, thrombolysis is not usually considered in such patient’s, as it can do more harm.

The main issue here is “uncertainity regarding onset of stroke upon awakening”. It is not unusual for the patient /relatives to record the onset of stroke since the time they notice it and in early morning strokes, discovered upon awakening  when the patient tries to get up, the stroke may become evident. However, stroke might have happened any time prior to that observation and definite time of onset cannot be derived. Hence, treating physician may be uncertain about the exact onset of the stroke and hence may not advocate thrombolysis.

Therefore, going carefully through the record and scans, we think that the treating physician acted appropriately and his advice cannot be held as negligent.
In view of the observation made hereinabove, it is, therefore, the decision of the Executive Committee that primafacie no case of medical negligence is made out on the part of Dr. Dinesh Sareen and Max Hospital, in the treatment administered to complainant’s wife Smt. Manju Gupta at Max Hospital.

Matter stands disposed.
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 17th November, 2016 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 07th December, 2016.

By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                           Delhi Medical Council

     
                                             


                 (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                      


                        
                 Secretary

  Copy to :-

1)  Shri Inder Kumar Gupta, r/o-WZ-258, Nangal Raya, New Delhi-110058 

2) Dr. Dinesh Sareen, through Medical Superintendent Max Hospital, Pitampura, Wazirpur District Centre, New Delhi-110034.
3) Medical Superintendent, Max Hospital, Pitampura, Wazirpur District Centre, New Delhi-110034.
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