DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.1745/2/2017/                                                                23rd October, 2017

O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a complaint of Dr. Ompal Singh, Incharge Yellow fever Vaccination Center, Public Health Dept. North Delhi Municipal Corporation, alleging professional misconduct on the part of Dr. A. K. Gupta, Marine Consultant, 3STC/MMTC Market, New Delhi-110017.
The Order of the Executive Committee dated 22nd September, 2017 is reproduced herein-below:-
“The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Dr. Ompal Singh, Incharge Yellow fever Vaccination Center, Public Health Dept. North Delhi Municipal Corporation, alleging professional misconduct on the part of Dr. A. K. Gupta, Marine Consultant, 3STC/MMTC Market, New Delhi-110017.

The Executive Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr.A.K.Gupta of Marine Consultant, reply of Dr. Ompal Singh, Incharge Yellow Fever Vaccination Center and other documents on record. 

It is noted that as per the complainant it is alleged that yellow fever is an acute viral hemorrhagic disease transmitted by infected mosquitoes up to 50 percent of severely affected persons without treatment will die from yellow fever. The virus is endemic in tropical areas of Africa and Latin America, with a combined population of over 900 million people. Currently India is free from yellow fever and being susceptible to yellow fever, the Government of India has been following a strict policy for yellow fever vaccination, disinfection of conveyances and quarantine to prevent the entry of yellow fever in India. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Govt. of India undertakes inspection of yellow fever vaccination centers as per WHO guidelines and after assessing authorizes the Institutes/health facilities for running yellow fever vaccination centers. The list of authorized  vaccination centers is available on Ministry of Health and Family Welfare website. It has been brought to their notice that  a  patient  was  allegedly administered yellow fever vaccination at Doctor’s Clinical Laboratory, New  Delhi (c/o Dr. A.K. Gupta Regn No. DMC-291, Marine Consultant, 3 ST/MMTC Market, New Delhi-110017), which  is not an authorized yellow fever vaccination centre as per Government of India. In this regard, they are requested to kindly look into the matter and take necessary action.

DR.  A.K. Gupta in his written statement averred that the said yellow fever vaccine is available in the market for retail sale in the chemist shops also. Thus, if a particular medicine or vaccine is available for retail sale in all pharmaceutical or chemist shop, then the said medicine or vaccine can be purchased by any private person on a  prescription of a registered medical practitioner. Accordingly, if a particular medicine or vaccine is available for retail sale to a private person on a prescription of registered medical practitioner, then the said medicine or vaccine can also be purchased by a medical practitioner. He  had given yellow fever vaccination in the past to his patients and after giving the said vaccination he had duly issued a certificate as  per the format of World Health Organisation (WHO).  It is pertinent to mention herein that while issuing the said certification he had always affixed the label of the vaccine on the vaccination certificate which had been given to the that particular patient so as to indicate the authenticity of the vaccine. Also he had always put his signatures and his own stamp on the  said certificate. That it is stated herein that in the certificate itself it has been declared by WHO that the certificate is valid only if the vaccine used has been approved by the WHO. It is submitted that he had always administered the vaccine namely STAMARIL which is being manufactured by M/S. Sanofi Pasteur SA and is duly approved by WHO. It is pertinent to mention herein that the said vaccine namely STAMARIL, is also being supplied to the Government Hospitals in the country by the said company namely M/s. Sanofi Pasteur  SA.  It  is  stated that he had never administered any yellow fever vaccine which has not been approved by WHO or which has not been approved by the Government  of India. That in the certificate for yellow fever vaccination which had been issued by him all the information which is being given by him is true and no information is misleading or untrue. Thus, the administration of yellow fever vaccination cannot be termed as professional misconduct. That the complaint as made against him is highly misconceived, non maintainable and the same is liable to be dismissed as he has never committed any act or omission which could be termed as professional misconduct and for which he has been issued the present letter  under reply.
In light of the above the Executive Committee observes that explanation put forth by Dr. A.K. Gupta is found to be satisfactory, as the yellow fever vaccine was available in the market; there was no restriction per se on a registered medical practitioner to prescribe/administer the same; however, since Government of India has issued guidelines in this regard which specify that yellow fever vaccine can be administered at Directorate General of Health Services authorized centre, Dr. A.K. Gupta is advise to adhere to the Government of India guidelines in future and refer the patients who approach him for yellow fever vaccination to Directorate General of Health Services authorized Centre.
In light of the observations made herein-above, it is, therefore, the decision of the Executive Committee that prima-facie no case of professional misconduct is made  out on the part of Dr. A. K. Gupta, Marine Consultant, 3STC/MMTC Market, New Delhi-110017.
Complaint stands dismissed.”
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 22nd September, 2017 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 12th October, 2017.

By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                           Delhi Medical Council

     
                                             


                 (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                      


                        
                  Secretary

Copy to:-

1) Dr. Ompal Singh, Incharge, Yellow Fever Vaccination, Public Health Dept., North Delhi Municipal Corporation, Public Health Lab Building, Near Gate No.3, Vidhan Sabha Metro Station, Alipur Road, Delhi-110054.
2) Dr. A.K. Gupta, Marine Consultant, 3STC/MMTC Market, New Delhi-110017

3) Dr. Deepak Talwar, Through Medical Superintendent, Metro Hospital, L-94, Sector-11, Noida-201301.
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