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        30th January, 2018
O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a  complaint of Smt. Anita Kumari Sharma w/o Late Shri Ashok Kumar Sharma, D-86 /A, Om Vihar, Phase-5, Uttam Nagar, Distt.-Vikas puri, Delhi-110059, forwarded by the Medical Council of India, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Rajneesh Gulati of Mata Chanan Devi Hospital, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s husband Late Shri Ashok Kumar Sharma at Mata Chanan Devi Hospital, C-1 Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058, resulting in his death on 06.05.2014.  
The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 9th January, 2018 is reproduced herein-below:-

The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a  complaint of Smt. Anita Kumari Sharma w/o Late Shri Ashok Kumar Sharma, D-86, Om Vihar, Phase-5, Uttam Nagar, Distt.-Vikas puri, Delhi-110059 (referred hereinafter as the complainant), forwarded by the Medical Council of India, alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Rajneesh Gulati of Mata Chanan Devi Hospital, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s husband Late Shri Ashok Kumar Sharma (referred hereinafter as the patient) at Mata Chanan Devi Hospital, C-1 Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058 (referred hereinafter as the said Hospital), resulting in his death on 06.05.2014.  
The Disciplinary Committee perused the complaint, joint written statement of Dr. Rajneesh Gulati and Dr. Nidhi Sareen, Medical Superintendent of Mata Chanan Devi Hospital, copy of medical records of Mata Chanan Devi Hospital and other documents on record.  

It is observed that the x-ray film of x-ray done on the patient on 6th May, 2014 was not made available to the Disciplinary Committee.

The following were heard in person :-

1) Dr. Anita Kumari Singh
Complainant

2) Shri Sandeep Kumar Sharma
Son of the complainant

3) Shri M.R. Giri
Friend of the complainant 

4) Dr. Rajneesh Gulati
Consultant Gastroenterology, 


Mata Chanan Devi Hospital
5) Shri Ashwani Kumar Rai

Office Supervisor Admn. Mata Chanan Devi Hospital

6) Shri A.C. Shukla

Medical Superintendent, Mata Chanan Devi Hospital 

The complainant Smt. Anita Kumari Sharma alleged that the patient her husband Shri Ashok Kumar Sharma was admitted at Mahendru Hospital, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi due to dysentery with fever.  On 5th May, 2014 his stomach became hard and he was feeling pain in the chest.  The doctors of Mahendru Hospital referred him hospital to Dr. Sanjay Sharma, Cardiologist, Mata Chana Devi Hospital on the same day of 5th May, 2014.  Dr. Rajnish Gulati of Mata Chanan Devi Hospital attended him and did colonoscopy of his large intestine in the evening of 5th June, 2014 carelessly resulting in outburst of intestine.  The patient was speaking, moving and telling that he was ok before colonoscopy.  But just after colonoscopy, he felt acute pain and became unconscious probably as a result of outburst of the intestine.  He was moved to ICCU and kept on ventilator.  He died within few minutes but the doctors of the hospital did not allow us to see him in the evening of 5th May, 2014 and pretending that the blood -pressure of the patient was abnormally down.  During the whole day 6th May, 2014, the doctors did not allow them to see the patient and in the evening at approximately 9.00 p.m., Dr. Rajnish Gulati told them that the patient had died.  The patient was alcoholic and as per version of Dr. Rajnish Gulati, he was having some small ulcers in the intestine.  His body had turned down to blue colour and stomach was oozing out.  They explained his body condition to some doctors after his cremation.  Two doctors on the promise of keeping their name hidden, suggested that the colonoscopy was the main reason for death of the patient.  
Dr. Rajneesh Gulati and Dr. Nidhi Sareen, Medical Superintendent of Mata Chanan Devi Hospital in their joint written statement averred that the patient Mr. Ashok Kumar Sharma aged 47 yrs was transferred from Mahendru Hospital, Uttam Nagar to C.C.U. of Mata Chanan Devi Hospital on 05/05/2014 at 10:30 a.m.  The patient was admitted in C.C.U. and examined by C.C.U. team and Dr. Sanjay Sharrna (Cardiologist) and referred to gastroenterology, as the patient was suffering from loose motion, epigastric pain since 3 days and hematochezia-bleeding per rectum for last 1 day. The patient was also having vomiting and fever.  The patient was chronic alcoholic for many years. The patient was immediately attended by gastroenterology team. In view of bleeding per rectum as presenting complaint colonoscopy was planned to diagnose the cause of bleeding.  The patient was prepared with peglec and informed consent was taken.  Colonoscopy revealed multiple large, deep, confluent, friable ulcers in transverse colon. In addition upper GI endoscopy was done because the patient was chronic alcoholic and jaundiced. Upper GI endoscopy revealed grade II esophageal varices indicating portal hypertension and cirrhosis of liver.  In the mean time the patient’s blood investigation revealed, that the patient was suffering from alcoholic cirrhosis [s. bilirubin - 2.62, s.albumin - 2.62, SGOT - 263, SGPT -60 (reversal of SGOT/SGPT Ratio> 2:1)].  The patient had prolonged prothrombin time (PT test - 23.8 in PT control - 12.95).  These investigations indicate that the patient was suffering from alcoholic cirrhosis and alcoholic hepatitis (MELD score 18.91, Child pugh score 10, discriminant function score – 53).  All this things indicate that the patient’s liver function was very poor. In addition, the patient had evidence of acute kidney injury in form of raised serum creatinine - 3.03 and blood urea – 103.  The patient also had raised TLC 11,660 cells/cumm on 05/05/2014 and 20,390 cells/cumm on 06/05/2014 indicating septicemia.(Annexure 7A,7B) At this point patient diagnosis was chronic liver disease, Cirrhosis of liver-meld score-18.91, CTP score-10 with portal hypetension with alcoholic hepatitis-severe-DF score-53 with acute kidney injury with septicaemia with infective invasive colitis-severe with multi organ failure.  Therefore, this patient was very sick and not OK as claimed by the patient's relatives. There appears to be a big misconception in mind of relatives that the patient was ok but instead the patient was suffering from cirrhosis of liver, alcoholic hepatitis, acute colitis, septicaemia and acute kidney injury.  The patient's relatives were explained about the poor condition of the patient. The patient relative had alleged that the patient had burst of intestine after the colonoscopy. This was totally wrong understanding. There was no complication during colonoscopy procedure.  The surgery notes on 05/05/2014 indicate that there was no guarding or rigidity in abdomen and bowel sounds were present.  X-ray did not show any gas under dome of diaphragm.  So there was no perforation of intestine as claimed by the relatives.  The patient was sick because of underlying disease i.e. alcoholic cirrhosis with severe alcoholic hepatitis, acute invasive colitis, septisemia and acute kidney injury causing acute renal failure and metabolic acidosis.  The patient urine output was low and ABG shows severe metabolic acidosis.  The patient was examined by nephrologist and dialysis was started. The patient did not show signs of improvement and became tachypnic, hypoxic, level of consciousness deteriorated and the patient’s SP02 dropped. The patient was put on ventilatory support by anesthetist. The patient was given inotropic and vasopressure support for hypotension. All care was given by the specialists and qualified staff but because of multi organ failure the patient could not recover. The patient developed cardiac arrest and CPR was done according to ACLS protocol but the patient unfortunately expired. Again it is wrongly stated that Dr. Rajneesh Gulati informed about patient's death to relatives.  Instead Dr Rajneesh Gulati was not in ICU at the time of patient's death.  All the medical measures were undertaken without loss of time to save the life of this patient, unfortunately due to the patient's underlying end stage liver disease i.e. alcoholic cirrhosis child C, alcoholic hepatitis severe, acute invasive colitis, septisemia acute renal failure and multiorgan failure the patient died.  

Dr. A.C. Shukla, the current Medical Superintendent, Mata Chanan Devi Hospital stated that the x-ray film of the patient Shri Ashok Kumar Sharma is not traceable as the patient x-ray data for the period of May, 2014 is not retrievable them from PACS, as data has been corrupted and cannot be recovered.  The report of Fujifilm and Steallar Data Recovery is submitted.  He further stated that the x-ray report has already been testified and radiologist signatures verified by senior consultant (HOD radiology department) is submitted.  The reply/report of medical record incharge also mentioned that the films could not be traced.  In view of the above, they are unable to produce the x-ray film of the above patient.  
In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee makes the following observations :-

1) The patient a 40 years old male with a diagnosis of chronic liver disease with acute enteritis with acute IWMI, received treatment at Mahindru Hospital from 2nd May, 2014 to 5th May, 2014 and thereafter on 5th May, 2014 was referred to Mata Chanan Devi Hospital for further management.  The patient’s general condition at the time of admission at the said Hospital was sick.  He was managed conservatively.  The colonoscopy and UGI-endoscopy done on 5th May, 2014 revealed acute colitis.  The patient was investigated and found to have high TLC, KFT, LFT and coagulation profile deranged.  The ABG showed severe metabolic acidosis.  The patient’s general condition continued to deteriorate and he was shifted to ICU and put on ventilator support.  He unfortunately succumbed to his underlying medical condition and was declared dead at 9.05 p.m. on 6th May, 2014.  
2) The course of events in the Mata Chanan Devi Hospital had raised the possibility of colonic perforation as a cause of sudden deterioration of the patient following the colonoscopic procedure resulting in hypotension and septicaemic shock and death.However the surgical notes indicate that there was no evidence of rigidity and guarding and the chest x ray (UHID/IP No:409978/55003 dated 6.5.2014 of Mata Chanan Devi Hospital) report did not give any finding of  gas under the right diaphragm and therefore evidence of colonoscopic perforation could not be substantitated.Though the chest x ray films could not be produced , but the testified report by the radiologist was available. Hence the evidence of medical negligence related to the diagnostic colonoscopic procedure carried out by Dr Rajneessh Gulati, as alleged in the complainant cannot be established. It is observed that the patient suffered from multiple co-morbidities viz., chronic liver disease, acute colitis, acute IWMI and succumbed because of them inspite of being treated as per accepted professional practices in such cases.  
In light of the observations made herein-above, it is the decision of the Disciplinary Committee that no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of Dr. Rajneesh Gulati of Mata Chanan Devi Hospital, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s husband Late Shri Ashok Kumar Sharma at Mata Chanan Devi Hospital.

Complaint stands disposed. 
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Chairman,                     Delhi Medical Association,
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(Dr. P. Kar)
    (Dr. Pankaj Sharma)


      

Expert Member,

Expert Member,
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Disciplinary Committee 

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 9th January, 2018 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 12th January, 2018  

By the Order & in the name   of Delhi Medical Council 








                        
     (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                    
      Secretary

Copy to :- 

1) Smt. Anita Kumari Sharma w/o Late Shri Ashok Kumar Sharma, D-86 /A, Om Vihar, Phase-5, Uttam Nagar, Distt.-Vikas puri, Delhi-110059.
2) Dr. Rajneesh Gulati, Through Medical Superintendent, Mata Chanan Devi Hospital, C-1 Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058.
3) Medical Superintendent, Mata Chanan Devi Hospital, C-1 Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058.

4) Deputy Secretary, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-w.r.t. letter No.-211(2)(38)(Complaint)/2014-Ethics./119876 dated 16.07.14-for information. 





                             (Dr. Girish Tyagi)   
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