DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.885/2012/



           30th August, 2012

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a complaint of Shri Paramjeet Singh Anand s/o. late Mrs. Updesh Kaur r/o. 47, First Floor, Pridarshini Vihar Part-I, Opp. Guru Harkishan Public School, New Delhi – 110009 (referred hereinafter as the complainant), alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Sunil Varma, Dr. Madhu Varma and Dr. N.K. Grover of Vinayak Hospital, Model Town, New Delhi, in the treatment administered to complainant’s mother late Updesh Kaur (referred hereinafter as the patient), resulting in her death at Vinayak Hospital.

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 10th July, 2012 is reproduced hereinbelow :-

“The Disciplinary Committee of Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Paramjeet Singh Anand s/o. late Mrs. Updesh Kaur r/o. 47, First Floor, Pridarshini Vihar Part-I, Opp. Guru Harkishan Public School, New Delhi – 110009 (referred hereinafter as the complainant), alleging medical negligence on the part of Dr. Sunil Varma, Dr. Madhu Varma and Dr. N.K. Grover of Vinayak Hospital, Model Town, New Delhi, in the treatment administered to complainant’s mother late Updesh Kaur (referred hereinafter as the patient), resulting in her death at Vinayak Hospital.

It is noted that the Delhi Medical Council has also received a representation from Police Station Model Town, Delhi, forwarded by Medical Council of India, whose subject matter is same as that of complaint of Shri Paramjeet Singh Anand, hence, the Disciplinary Committee is disposing both of these matters by this common Order.

The Disciplinary Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Sunil Varma, Dr. Madhu Varma, Dr. N.K. Grover of Vinayak Hospital, Copy of medical records of Vinayak Hospital and other documents on record.
Contd/:
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The following were heard in person :-

1) Shri Paramjeet Singh Anand


Complainant

2) Shri Gurbachan Singh Anand


Brother of the patient

3) Shri Sanjay 




Son-in-law of the patient

4) Smt. Jaspinder Kaur



Daughter of the patient

5) Dr. Sunil Varma



Senior    Surgeon    Head    Unit-III,    Vinayak 





Hospital

6) Dr. Madhu Varma



Consultant Obst. & Gynae ,Vinayak  Hospital

7) Dr. N.K. Grover



Medical Director, Vinayak Hospital
The Disciplinary Committee arrived at the following findings : 

1. The treating surgeons namely Dr. Sunil Varma and Dr. Madhu Varma operated the patient on 22nd April 2011 for abdominal hysterectomy by a midline incision. 

2. The patient complained of abdominal discomfort and non passage of flatus with progressive abdominal distension from the beginning of the post operative period, which was labeled as “paralytic ileus” due to “post operative bowel adhesions” by the doctors and they continued to treat the patient conservatively. 

3. Despite identifying signs of peritonitis in the form of abdominal tenderness, persistent tachycardia and fever, the doctors could not find a cause of the “septicemia” that they claim to be treating her for from 26th April 2011 with high doses of such strong antibiotics that are unknown to be administered in elective surgery like hysterectomy and are reserved for diagnosed cases of intra-abdominal sepsis and resultant septicemia originating from bowel leak.

4. They could not identify bowel injury/strangulation as a possible cause of her deteriorating condition despite evidence of progressive multiple system organ failure like deranged renal functions, evidence of pleural effusion and rising total counts which necessitated her being shifted to ICU.
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5. The treating surgeons could not diagnose intra-abdominal sepsis timely and the second surgery was delayed until 6th May 2011, when the general condition of the patient had deteriorated severely in a diabetic patient, where a gangrenous segment of bowel was identified, resected with end to end anastomosis and proximal diversion with ileostomy. However, her poor general condition and severe intra-abdominal sepsis compounded with other factors led to another bowel leak which was re-explored on 11th May 2011, closed and finally the patient succumbed to her fate on 12th May 2011.

6. The septic parameters in the hematology report were ignored (26-4-2011 – TLC 5800 Peripheral Smear showing toxic granules, deteriorating kidney functions, other day reports are missing until 6th May 2011)

7. The treating surgeons could not suspect bowel injury/strangulation as the likely cause of the patient’s steadily worsening condition despite a lot of clinical symptoms and signs which were ignored.

8. The treating surgeons were unable to find a suitable cause for the paralytic ileus and septicemia which was evidently due to bowel injury/strangulation as they discovered it 15 days later.

9.  It is noted that the patient was never absolutely well after surgery except   for phases of swings from bad to worse or vice versa suggesting that the problem originated from the event i.e. surgery.

10. Bowel injury is reported in only 3-4 patients per 10,000 hysterectomies and is thus extremely rare complication. However, a high index of suspicion must be exercised, and must be thought of in cases with abdominal signs and symptoms.

In our opinion, the treating surgeons did not exercise reasonable degree of skill, knowledge and care which was expected of a prudent surgeon as they failed in their ability to diagnose septicemia and bowel injury or strangulation and in timely re-exploration of the patient, which could have lead to a possible better outcome. The intention to do such a re-exploration was found to be missing. We feel that on this account, and as highlighted above at several stages of the patient’s management, the treating surgeons have been found wanting in providing due and reasonable care to the patient.
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The Disciplinary Committee, therefore, recommends that name of Dr. Sunil Varma (Delhi Medical Council Registration No. 14879) and Dr. Madhu Varma (Delhi Medical Council Registration No. 2878) be removed from the State Medical Register of Delhi Medical Council for period of two weeks.

The Disciplinary Committee, however, clarifies that the acts or omissions on the part of above mentioned doctors in the management of this patient were not reckless or patently wanton to invite criminal liability 

The Disciplinary Committee further holds that no act of negligence can be attributed on the part of Dr. N.K. Grover who was involved in the second and third surgery done on 6th May, 2011 and 11th May, 2011 because by that time the patient’s general condition had deteriorated severely due to intra-abdominal sepsis caused by bowel injury which ensued during the first surgery performed on 22nd April, 2011.

Matter stands disposed”. 
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Expert Member
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The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 10th July, 2012 was taken up for confirmation before the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 22nd August, 2012 wherein while confirming the decision, the Council observed that the decision / opinion of the Delhi Medical Council holding Dr. Sunil Varma and Dr. Madhu Varma guilty of medical negligence is final.  However, the Order directing the removal of name from the State Medical Register of Delhi Medical Council shall come into effect after 30 days from the date of the Order.  

This observation is to be incorporated in the final Order to be issued.  The Order of the Disciplinary Committee stands modified to this extent and the modified Order is confirmed by the Council thorough majority decision. .
   By the Order & in the name of 









 Delhi Medical Council 









 (Dr. Girish Tyagi)









  Secretary
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Copy to :-

1) Shri Paramjeet Singh Anand s/o. late Mrs. Updesh Kaur r/o. 47, First Floor, Pridarshini Vihar Part-I, Opp. Guru Harkishan Public School, New Delhi – 110009.

2) Dr. Sunil Varma, Through Medical Superintendent, Vinayak Hospital, 2, Derawal Nagar, Model Town, Delhi-110009.

3) Dr. Madhu Varma, Through Medical Superintendent, Vinayak Hospital, 2, Derawal Nagar, Model Town, Delhi-110009.

4) Dr. N.K. Grover, Through Medical Superintendent, Vinayak Hospital, 2, Derawal Nagar, Model Town, Delhi-110009.

5) Medical Superintendent, Vinayak Hospital, 2, Derawal Nagar, Model Town, Delhi-110009.
6) M.O.I/C, Nursing Home Cell, Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi-110032-w.r.t. letter No.23/109/North/

DHS/NH/2011-42314-17 dated 6.9.2011-for information. 
7) Section Officer, Medical Council of India, Phase-1, Pocket-14, Sector-8 Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-w.r.t. letter No. MCI-211(2)(504)/2011-Ethics/57565 dated 16.01.2012-for information.
8) S.H.O. Police Station Model Town, Delhi-w.r.t. letter No. 174/SHO/Model Town dated 23.01.2012-for information & necessary action. 
9) Metropolitan Magistrate, Court No. 105, First Floor, Rohini Courts, New Delhi-w.r.t. CC No. 309/11, P.S. Model Town- for information.  
10) Secretary, Medical Council of India, Phase-1, Pocket-14, Sector-8 Dwarka, New Delhi-110077-for information & necessary action. 









(Dr. Girish Tyagi)










Secretary
