DMC/F.14/DC/Comp. 2194/2/2019/ 


                                    17th July, 2019                  O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a complaint of Shri Brij Nand, D-62, Gali No.4, Johripur Extension, Delhi-110094, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of J P Hospital, A 1/7 A, Main Wazirabad Road, Bhajanpura, Near Khajuri Chowk, Delhi-110053, in the treatment administered to complainant’s wife Smt. Rekha.

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 17th June, 2019 is reproduced herein-below:-
The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Brij Nand,, D-62, Gali No.4, Johripur Extension, Delhi-110094 (referred hereinafter as the complainant), alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of J P Hospital, A 1/7 A, Main Wazirabad Road, Bhajanpura, Near Khajuri Chowk, Delhi-110053(referred hereinafter as the said Hospital), in the treatment administered to complainant’s wife Smt. Rekha (referred hereinafter as the patient), 
The Disciplinary Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Jai Bharat Panwar, Operating Surgeon and Director of J P Hospital, copy of medical records of J P Hospital and other documents on record.
The following were heard in person :-
1) Shri Brij Nand 
Complainant

2) Shri Mukesh 


     Brother of the Complainant 

3) Dr. Jai Bharat Panwar 
     Medical Superintendent, J.P. Hospital

The complainant Shri Brij Nand alleged that the patient his wife Smt. Rekha visited the J.P. Hospital on 8th January, 2017 with the complaint of abdomen pain.  She was examined by Dr. Jai Bharat Panwar and he suggested her some medical investigation and all examinations/investigations were conducted in the said hospital and after results of the said examinations/tests, the said doctor advised some surgery and on his advice, the patient was got admitted on 11th January, 2017 and on the same day, the said doctor operated her and she was discharged on 15th January, 2017.  After discharge from the said hospital, the patient was not feeling well, so she visited the said doctor with the complaint of severe pain in abdomen.  After getting no relief, the patient visited other doctors also and thus, the patient and the complainant spent huge amount and finally the patient was admitted in Dr. R.M.L. Hospital, New Delhi on 26th June, 2017 vide CR No.38089, Deptt./Name of HOU doctor ASN Rao, ward no. ECS-/II and she was discharged on 1st August, 2017.  During the treatment conducted by the doctors of Dr. R.M.L. Hospital, they conducted a surgery; found that Dr. Jaya Bharat Panwar of J.P. Hospital left a sponge in the patient’s stomach which was the 10.4 x 4.8 c.m.  The sponge was detected in Dr. R.M.L. Hospital by means of high dose contrast enhance computed tomography (CECT) conducted on her abdomen.  He requests the Delhi Medical Council to take strict action against Dr. Jai Bharat Panwar for his act of negligence.  
Dr. Jai Bharat Panwar, Medical Superintendent, J.P. Hospital and operating surgeon in his written statement averred that the patient Smt. Rekha visited J.P. Hospital on 7th January, 2017 with complaints of abdominal pain.  On examination, the patient was found to have large incisional hernia.  Her USG was consistent with absent uterus and left ovary and large ovarian cyst.  The patient had undergone hysterectomy before.  The patient was diagnosed for the reason for abdominal pain and advised incisional hernia repair and ovarian cyst removal.  All the investigations were carried out and she was planned for the surgery on 11th January, 2017.  The patient was admitted and operated on 11th January, 2017.  During the surgery, severe adhesions were present, so ovarian cystectomy was not possible, only deroofing of cyst was done along the incisional hernia report with only meshplasty.  The patient had uneventful recovery and was discharged on 15th January, 2017 with normal postoperative medications and stitch removal instructions and in between dressing instructions.  The patient had no complaint in between and attended OPD on 29th January, 2017 for stitch removal.  The patient was advised for regular follow-up and not to do exertion and heavy work.  Again the patient visited on 22nd April, 2017, the patient’s vitals were normal.  On examination, abdomen was soft and normal.  Operative site was normal with wound scar. The patient came with USG abdomen, which was normal.  Normal medication and stool softner were advised.  The patient consulted on 5th June, 2017 with complaints of abdomen pain.  On examination, the abdomen was soft.  The patient was advised CT scan because she was worried.  CT scan was also normal.  She and the complainant were not satisfied with him, so they did not follow his instructions.  After this, she consulted Dr. R.M.L. Hospital where they diagnosed the infected mesh which was place in last surgery and advised the mesh removal.  The patient underwent mesh removal surgery in Dr. R.M.L. Hospital.  All problems started after removal of mesh in Dr. R.M.L. Hospital.  After this, the patient lost appetite and pus was coming from wound.  Again, the patient was admitted in Dr. R.M.L. Hospital on 26th June, 2017 where C.T. scan was carried on 5th June, 2017 which was suggestive of glossy piboma (a sponge). 
He further stated that as sponge size is mentioned (10.4 x 4.8 cm) in CT scan carried at RML Hospital, is it possible for any patient to remain asymptomatic for six months after surgery done by him?  Why no fever and other complaints were there, during that period?  The patient took normal diet and had normal weight as before.  Why Ultrasound abdomen and CT scan which was carried previously was normal?  The patient also hid her admission in St. Stephens Hospital for abdominal pain in (May/early June), where she underwent lots of investigations which were normal.  Why at that time this sponge was not diagnosed?  Is it possible for such a large sponge (10.4 x 4.8 cm) to remain symptomless for a large duration of time?  Why the patient is hiding facts from the Delhi Medical Council.  Ultrasound and CT scan were carried outside which were normal, the patient’s admission to St. Stephen Hospital, one more surgery in June in RML Hospital, where mesh removal was done.  Finally, he wants to say that he is qualified senior surgeon, giving his services in private sector and Director of JP Hospital to serve the needy who cannot afford the corporate hospital expenses.  This complaint is totally irrelevant and has no truth in it.  
In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee observes that the sequence of events after surgery and recovery of an abdominal sponge clearly indicate gross negligence on the part of treating doctors. The plain X Ray abdomen and CECT abdomen films done after surgery in early May/ June at St. Stephens Hospital clearly show a retained abdominal sponge although both have been reported normal by the radiologist. The assertion of the treating surgeon that it was highly unlikely for a sponge to remain symptomless for six months is not correct. Patient was not asymptomatic but was having persistent abdominal pain for which she was approaching different medical facilities for relief. Gossypibioma are known to have a varied clinical presentation and the outcomes can be very variable. It can remain in the abdomen for years causing little harm or lead to serious fatal outcomes due to various complications ranging from infection to erosion into various vital structures and could be seen in the present case too.    

It was also observed that patient had undergone previous surgery in January, 2012 (details of which are not available) following which she developed incisional hernia and persistent abdominal pain. Unfortunately no medical records related to this were available. No imaging USG/ plain X-ray abdomen? CECT abdomen was done preoperatively in this case. The operative notes mention dense adhesions and difficulty in surgery and therefore no attempt was made for intestinal adhseionolysis before repair of incisional hernia. 

From the above facts the recovery of retained abdominal sponge at subsequent surgery at RML Hospital is self explanatory and points to medical negligence on the part of treating doctors. The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council cannot say for certainity that following which surgery; initial surgery in January, 2012 or subsequent hernia repair the sponge was left inside the abdomen. Persistent postoperative abdominal pain following surgery in 2012 could have been caused by this retained sponge.  It is possible that the surgeon at second surgery for incisional hernia missed the abdominal sponge as he did not explore the abdomen due to dense intestinal adhesions as a consequence to this retained sponge. He avoided intestional adhesionolysis as he was apprehensive of causing intestinal damage forcing him to abandon the hernia repair due to gross wound contamination. Further, according to him the patient was not in obstruction and taking normal meals for past many years.  Availability of medical records between the cesarian section and the present incisional hernia repair could have resolved this issue. 
In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee feels it cannot be ascertained conclusively that Dr. Jai Bharat Panwar of J.P. Hospital was responsible for leaving behind the recovered sponge from patient Smt. Rekha w/o Shri Brij Nand, hence, no medical negligence can be attributed on the part of Dr. Jai Bharat Panwar.

Matter stands disposed. 
          Sd/:



  Sd/:



Sd/:
(Dr. Subodh Kumar)      (Dr. Ashwini Dalmiya)
  (Dr. R.S. Mohil)

Chairman,

         Delhi Medical Association, Expert Member,


Disciplinary Committee   Member,


Disciplinary Committee 



         Disciplinary Committee 

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 17th June, 2019 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 28th June, 2019. 

        







   By the Order & in the name      








                of Delhi Medical Council 








                            (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                         Secretary

Copy to:- 
1) Shri Brij Nand, D-62, Gali No.4, Johripur Extension, Delhi-110094.

2) Dr. Jai Bharat Panwar, Through Medical Superintendent, J P Hospital, A 1/7 A, Main Wazirabad Road, Bhajanpura, Near Khajuri Chowk, Delhi-110053.

3) Medical Superintendent, J P Hospital, A 1/7 A, Main Wazirabad Road, Bhajanpura, Near Khajuri Chowk, Delhi-110053.
                    






                  (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                                 




                                Secretary
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