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                         29th May, 2019  
O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Disciplinary Committee examined a complaint of Shri Parmod Kumar r/o- JQ-7 E, Railway Colony, Basant Lane, Paharganj, New Delhi-110055, alleging negligence on the part of doctors of Dr. Doda’s, Diagnostics & Healthcare, 23-B,, Pusa Road, Metro Pillar 115, New Delhi-110005 who performed ultrasound-scan’s on complainant’s wife Smt. Pratibha Pal.  

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 8th April, 2019 is reproduced herein-below :-

The Disciplinary Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Parmod Kumar r/o- JQ-7 E, Railway Colony, Basant Lane, Paharganj, New Delhi-110055 (referred hereinafter as the complainant), alleging negligence on the part of doctors of Dr. Doda’s, Diagnostics & Healthcare, 23-B,, Pusa Road, Metro Pillar 115, New Delhi-110005 who performed ultrasound-scan’s on complainant’s wife Smt. Pratibha Pal (referred hereinafter as the patient).  
The Disciplinary Committee perused the complaint, joint written statement of Dr. S.S. Doda, Director, Dr. Sarika Jain of Dr. Doda’s Diagnostics & Healthcare, USG NT Scan No. 011508070156 dated 07.08.2015 of Dr. Doda’s Diagnostics & Healthcare and obstetrics USG Anomaly Scan reg. No. 011509240174 dated 24.09.2015 of Dr. Doda’s Diagnostics & Healthcare, copy of medical records and other documents on record.
The following were heard in person :-

1) Shri Pramod Kumar
 
Complainant 

2) Smt. Pratibha Pal

Wife of the Complainant 

3) Dr. Sarika Jain
Consultant Radiologist, Dr. Doda’s, Diagnostics & Healthcare

4) Dr. S.S. Doda


Director, Dr. Doda’s, Diagnostics & 
Healthcare


The patient Smt. Pratibha Pal wife of the complainant alleged that she gave birth to a male child on 16th February, 2019 in Northern Railway Central Hospital, New Delhi after caesarian operation.  The left hand of the child was not fully developed.  It was developed up-to elbow only.  Since pregnancy, she is under regular observation of gynaecology wing of Northern Railway Central Hospital and she told them at each and every stage that her first child (girl) has spina bifida and they have been taking treatment from AIIMS for last two years.  Please be careful.  On 7th August, 2015 (13 weeks) and 24th September, 205 (19 weeks), ultrasound test was performed at Dr. Doda’s Diagnostics & Healthcare, as referred by Northern Railway Central Hospital.  As per the report given by the radiologist, everything was normal and there was no abnormality in child.  During whole period, at no stage, nothing unusual reported by anyone in hospital or any testing center wherever referred by the doctors of the Northern Railway Central Hospital.  As per ultrasound test, the child must be normal with proper physical condition, but the result is altogether different i.e. partial grown hand.  It clearly indicates that radiologist who perform ultrasound test did not give due attention and gave fake reports without performing proper test, if tests were performed properly and the deficiency in unborn child was indicated in any report, there was an option of abortion at that stage (as per Indian law 20 weeks/24 weeks in case of congenital anomally).  The future of new born boy is totally in dark.  Due to this disability, how, he will be able to compete in this challenging world.  Please advice her, the medical option for her child.  What can be done for him by the Railway Hospital?  How can the future of the innocent child ensured?  What help can Railway administration provide for future of her child.  She requests the Delhi Medical Council to take necessary steps against the faulting people and agency and give justice to her child.  
Dr. Sarika Jain, Consultant Radiologist, Dr. Doda’s, Diagnostics & Healthcare stated that it is very unfortunate to learn about the absence of left forearm and hand in the child of the patient Mrs. Partibha Pal referred to their centre for antenatal ultrasound from Northern  Railway Central Hospital.  The patient, 25 years was 2nd gravida, para 1, live 1 and abortion 0 (G2PILIAO) with a history of spina bifida in the previous child.  The NT scan dated 07.08.2015 was done during early pregnancy at 13 weeks by Dr S.K. Pathak MBBS, MD, DMRD (DMC Registration No 40161). Dr S.K. Pathak with an experience of more than ten years in the field of ultrasonography reported the scan as normal and provided the ultrasound films to the patient. Dr S.K. Pathak is not working with us since December 2015.  The Level II/anomaly scan dated 24.09.2015 was done by her, MBBS, MD, DNB Radio diagnosis (DMC Registration No 37062 ).  A detailed examination showed a fetus of 19 weeks 5 days with an estimated weight of 295 +10 % gms.  No fetal anomaly was ascertained at that time of study.  As per information from NRCH vide their letter No E-Med/CHlI8 dated 23.02.16, the baby was delivered by caesarian section in Northern Railway Central Hospital on 16.2.2016 with an isolated absent left forearm and hand, for which an investigation was done by railway authorities and relevant explanation was provided to them to their satisfaction.  Isolated absent left forearm and hand of the child at the time of birth is likely to be an evolving limb abnormality due to amniotic band constriction syndrome wherein the band gets adhered to the limb resulting in auto amputation of the limb later in the pregnancy.  Demonstration of amniotic band is not necessary for the diagnosis of amniotic band syndrome (Fetal Medicine Foundation 2017).  She would like to highlight that the abnormalities associated with amniotic band syndrome are evolving malformations and the anomaly scan may be absolutely normal in these cases especially during the initial part of pregnancy, as compared to other skeletal abnormalities detected in early pregnancy.  In regard to this patient, the morphology of the fetus at the time of study is detailed and documented in their anomaly scan reports.  An evolving limb abnormality, as appears to be in this case, has been described in literature and is observed on serial ultrasound follow ups.  As per an article by nardozza et al2 an ultrasound at 20 weeks had not shown any fetal abnormalities and the follow-up ultrasound at 34 weeks revealed amniotic bands adhered to the limbs.  She would like to emphasize again that the constriction rings of amniotic band syndrome may gradually result into resorption of the limbs and resultant amputation defects as also mentioned by tadmor et al3.  Therefore, ultrasounds done in the 1st half of pregnancy may be normal in such cases.  Ultrasound examination in later weeks of pregnancy is helpful in such cases.  The well known fetal care centre of cincinnati, USA states that late amniotic bands can occur and present at birth with multiple abnormalities of the limbs, even after a normal sonogram was performed earlier in gestation.  Amniotic band syndrome (ABS) is difficult to diagnose.  The estimates of its incidence vary widely, from one in 1200 to one in 15000 live births.  Bands may be difficult to detect by ultrasound and are more often diagnosed by the effect they have on the fetal anatomy, as in the case of missing or misshapen limbs.  Prenatal diagnosis is the exception rather than the rule (www.fetalcarecentre.org)4.  Ultrasound is a science involving the interpretation of the shadows produced by the tissues through sonography machine.  Their centre has been in existence for more than three decades and is known for the quality of diagnostic work for all these years.  The centre is NABH (MIS) accredited and a dedicated team of qualified and experienced radiologists/ultasonologists are responsible for the diagnostic work.   They follow specific protocols during NT and anomaly scans using high end ultrasound machines.  All patients referred to the centre are appropriately examined and a second opinion is sought if needed from their team of radiologists.  They have done several thousand anomaly scans and till date no such discrepancy has been received by them in regard to their reports from any other patient.  She empathizes with the baby of the patient and reiterates that there is no negligence on her part as regards to ultrasound examination at their centre.
Dr. S.S. Doda, Director, Dr. Doda’s Diagnostics & Healthcare reiterated the stand taken by Dr. Sarika Jain. 

In view of the above, the Disciplinary Committee observes that the anomaly scan was done on 24th September, 2015 at Dr. Doda’s Diagnostics & Healthcare reported a normal fetus of twenty weeks maturity with no congenital anomaly including all limbs which were reported as normal.  No ultrasound was done subsequent to this.  At delivery, the neonate had absent left forearm.  However, at the time of anomaly scan, the ultrasound films, as provided show a normal left hand of fetus.  Hence, it can be derived that it is a case of ‘amniotic band syndrome’ wherein the fetus had normal left hand and forearm at twenty weeks anomaly scan but subsequently due to an amniotic band, the forearm got auto-amputated. 
In light of the observations made herein-above, it is the decision of the Disciplinary Committee that no medical negligence can be attributed on the parts doctors of Dr. Doda’s, Diagnostics & Healthcare, who performed ultrasound-scan’s on complainant’s wife Smt. Pratibha Pal.

Complaint stands disposed. 
Sd/:
  

Sd/:
(Dr. Subodh Kumar)
    

(Dr. Ashwani Goyal)

Chairman,
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Disciplinary Committee 
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(Shri Bharat Gupta)


(Dr. Sunil Kumar Puri)

Legal Expert
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Member,
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Disciplinary Committee 

The Order of the Disciplinary Committee dated 8th April, 2019 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 9th May, 2019. 

      By the Order & in the name      








                  of Delhi Medical Council 








                               (Dr. Girish Tyagi)







                                            Secretary

 Copy to:- 
1) Shri Parmod Kumar r/o- JQ-7 E, Railway Colony, Basant Lane, Paharganj, New Delhi-110055.
2) Dr. Sarika Jain, Through Director, Dr. Doda’s, Diagnostics & Healthcare, 23-B,, Pusa Road, Metro Pillar 115, New Delhi-110005.
3) Dr. S.S. Doda Through Director, Dr. Doda’s, Diagnostics & Healthcare, 23-B,, Pusa Road, Metro Pillar 115, New Delhi-110005.

4) Director, Dr. Doda’s, Diagnostics & Healthcare, 23-B,, Pusa Road, Metro Pillar 115, New Delhi-110005.

                                  (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                                              Secretary
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