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   11th September, 2015
O R D E R
The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a complaint of Shri Lavkesh Sehgal s/o Shri. V.D. Sehgal, r/o- Flat No. 568, Sector-13, Pkt-B, Metro View Appt. Dwarka, New Delhi-110078, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Rockland Hospital, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s wife Smt. Vimpal Sehgal and his newborn baby at Rockland Hospital, Sector-12, Dwarka, New Delhi-110078.
The Order of the Executive Committee dated 4th September, 2015 is reproduced herein-below:
“The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Lavkesh Sehgal s/o Shri. V.D. Sehgal, r/o- Flat No. 568, Sector-13, Pkt-B, Metro View Appt. Dwarka, New Delhi-110078, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Rockland Hospital, in the treatment administered to the complainant’s wife Smt. Vimpal Sehgal and his newborn baby at Rockland Hospital, Sector-12, Dwarka, New Delhi-110078.
The Executive Committee noted that the complainant Shri Lavkesh Sehgal has made various complaints to different authorities viz. Medical Council of India, Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Police regarding the medical negligence, in the treatment administered to his wife Smt. Vimpal Sehgal and his newborn baby, and the same has been forwarded to the Delhi Medical Council by the concerned authorities for enquiry.  
The Executive Committee further noted that inspite of repeated notices sent to the complainant  for  filing  a  single  comprehensive 
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complaint pertaining to this matter, to the Delhi Medical Council, he did not file a single comprehensive complaint. The Executive Committee also noted that in the proceedings before the Central Information  Commission  in a  case  No.CIC/SA/A/2015/00058  titled Lavkesh Sehgal Vs. Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT, held on 2nd September, 2015, the Hon’ble Central Information Commission was of the view that at this stage, it would not be appropriate to close the complaint of Shri Lavkesh Sehgal and the same should be enquired into by the Delhi Medical Council.  
In view of the above, the Executive Committee decided to proceed with the matter and determine it on merit on the basis of material on record.
The Executive Committee perused the various complaints of Shri Lavkesh Sehgal, reply of Dr. Rajiv Chandra, Deputy Medical Superintendent, Rockland Hospital, made to the Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, copy of medical records of Rockland Hospital and other documents on record.  
The Executive Committee observed that the basic issue which needs to be deliberated upon is as to whether there was any medical negligence in the treatment administered to the complainant Shri Lavkesh Sehgal’s wife Smt. Vimpal Sehgal in the antenatal period, as it is the allegation of the complainant that inspite of his wife Smt. Vimpal Seghal underoing level-2 ultrasound on 5th April, 2014 at Rockland Hospital in the nineteenth week of pregnancy, the congenital anamoly of ‘Pulmonary Atresia’ was not detected by the concerned radiologist, as a result, the pregnancy was continued and the complainant’s wife delivered a baby who suffers from ‘Pulmonary Atresia’.  It is further alleged that even the Colour Doppler test done on 2nd August, 2014 at thirty six weeks of pregnancy in Rockland Hospital on his  wife  failed  to  detect  the  aforementioned  anamoly.  
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This shows that both the radiologists were negligent in performance of USG and Colour Doppler test, as they failed to detect the anamoly of ‘Pulmonary Atresia’.  It is also alleged by the complainant that subsequent to the delivery of his baby, the paediatrician at Rockland Hospital also acted negligently in the treatment administered to his baby.  
On the issue of detecting of congenital anamoly of ‘Pulmonary Atresia’ on a level-2 ultrasound done in the nineteenth week of pregnancy, or on a Colour Doppler Test done at thirty six weeks, we are of the opinion that USG or Doppler scans may not be able to pick-up congenital heart disease of ‘Pulmonary Atresia’ with ventricular septal defect, which is a rare disease, as the pre-natal detection rate in such cases remain low, as the four chamber view of the heart is typically normal or minimally abnormal.  Hence, the radiologists cannot be faulted for their failure to detect this rare anamoly.  
It is also noted on perusal of the USG level-2 scan report dated 5th April, 2014 and USG Colour Doppler report 2nd August, 2014 of Rockland Hospital that they made a mention that ‘All Congenital’ anomalies cannot be ruled out on ultrasound specially those pertaining to heart, limbs and face, and that a detailed fetal echo has not been done.  However, on perusal of the records of this case and the aforementioned USG reports, we are of the view that there was no medical reason for the doctors to suspect presence of ‘Pulmonary Atresia’ which would have called for conducting of fetal echocardiogram which is a specialized examination and is not advised in a routine practice.
On the issue of medical negligence in the treatment administered to the complainant’s  baby  post-delivery, it  is  noted  that  baby of  the 
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complainant’s wife Smt. Vimpal Sehgal was born by elective LSCS on 14th August, 2014 at 9.33 a.m. at Rockland Hospital.  The baby had good apgar scorer, however, in view of tachypnoea, the baby was kept in NICU on oxygen hood and IV support and lateron CPAP.  The baby was improving.  The baby was being treated with proper care in NICU.  However, the next day i.e. on 15th August, 2014, the condition of the baby deteriorated with significant drop in PO2 (as per ABG) and the CVS examination showed cardiac murmur, a congenital heart disease was suspected.  Since, Rockland Hospital was not equipped for further investigation (the ECHO and management of such cases), the case was discussed with the parents and the baby was shifted to the B.L.K Hospital in ALS ambulance support in a proper manner.  When the baby reached the B.L.K. Hospital, the baby’s condition was stable and he was maintaining saturation in NCPAP support with FiO2 of 30%.  Further echo examination revealed a congenital heart disease i.e. ‘Pulmonary Atresia’ with VSD.  The parents were properly counselled about the treatment and prognosis, but they insisted on taking their baby LAMA.  
We are, therefore, of the opinion that the baby of Smt. Vimpal Sehgal was treated at Rockland Hospital as per accepted professional practices in such cases. 
In light of observations made herein-above, it is, therefore, the decision of the Executive  Committee  that  prima-facie   no   case   of   medical negligence is made out on the part of doctors of Rockland Hospital, in the treatment administered to complainant’s wife Smt. Vimpal Sehgal or her newborn baby at Rockland Hospital.

Matter stands disposed.” 
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 4th September, 2015 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 9th September, 2015.
By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                     Delhi Medical Council

     
                                             


(Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                      


                        
                Secretary
 Copy to :-

1) Shri Lavkesh Sehgal s/o Shri V.D. Sehgal, r/o- Flat No.568, Sector-13, Pocket-B, Metro View Aptt., Dwarka, New Delhi-110078.

2) Shri Rajiv Kumar, Section Officer, Medical Council of India, Pocket-14, Sector-08, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077.(w.r.t. No. MCI- 211  (2) (82)
(Complaint)/2014-Ethics./129681 dated 09.09.2014)-for Information.
3) Dharampal, ACP/PG for Dy. Commissioner of Police, South West Distt, New Delhi.(w.r.t. No. 12557/AC-IV/SO-DCP/SWD, New Delhi dated 10.11.2014)-for Information.
4) Dr.A.K.Saini, Medical Superintendent Nursing Home-I, Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, F-17, Karkardooma, Delhi.(w.r.t.No. F.23/490/Comp./NH/DHS/HQ/14/74483 dated 28.01.2015) -for Information.
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