DMC/Council Meeting/F.2/1/2014/


                                                  15th May, 2014 
Minutes of the Council meeting of the Delhi Medical Council held on 15th May, 2014 in Conference Room, Delhi Medical Council, New Delhi

A meeting of the Delhi Medical Council was held on 15th May, 2014 at 3.00 pm in Conference Room, Delhi Medical Council, New Delhi.

The following were present :-
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Member                                         

Dr. Arvind Chopra


Member

Dr. Anil Bansal


Member

Dr. Anil Goyal



Member

Dr. N.V. Kamat
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Dr. N.P. Singh



Member  

Dr. Reva Tripathi


Member                

Dr. G.K. Sharma


Member

The following member could not attend the meeting :-


Dr. A.K. Agarwal


President

Dr. Vinay Agarwal


Vice-President

Dr. K. K. Aggarwal


Member

Maj. Gen. (Dr.) R. Katoch

Member

Dr. Manoj Singh


Member

Dr. Navin Dang


Member
Dr. Ashok Seth



Member                   with prior leave of absence

Dr. B. Gupta



Member                

Dr. Parshottam Lal


Member

Dr. Praveen Bhatia


Member

Dr. Ajay Gambhir


Member
Dr. O.P. Kalra



Member
The meeting was adjourned at 3.00 pm due to lack of quoram.  The meeting was reconvened at 3.30 pm.

Dr. Chander Parkash chaired the meeting.

Dr. Chander Parkash welcomed the members to the meeting.

The following agenda was discussed:-

	Draft Minutes dated 8th May, 2014 of the meeting held under the Chairmanship of Secretary, Health & Family Welfare Department, Govt. of NCT of Delhi on 7th May, 2014 pertaining to the Anti-quackery, as the same has serious ramification on the functioning of the Council, were taken up for deliberations. 
The Delhi Medical Council has observed that the minutes of the meeting held on 7th May, 2014 were not shared with the Council.  A copy of the draft minutes dated 8th May, 2014 submitted on behalf of the Anti-Quackery Cell, Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi in the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi have been obtained from the court records on 13th May, 2014.  The meeting has been convened to discuss the same.  
At the beginning of the meeting, Director Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi informed that the members that the minutes of the meeting held under the Chairmanship of Secretary, Health & Family Welfare Department, Govt. of NCT of Delhi on 7th May, 2014 pertaining to the Anti-quackery has been finalized today itself.  He provided a copy of the same which is dated 15th May, 2014.  The minutes were circulated amongst all the members present.
The Council would like to express its appreciation for the effort of the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi and Learned A.S.G. Shri Siddharth Luthra in preparation of a comprehensive anti-quackery action plan.  

The Council perused the minutes dated 15th May, 2014 and after detailed deliberations observed that 
in principle it agrees with the action plan proposed, with the following reservations, which are detailed herein-below in reference to the items addressed in the aforementioned minutes.

Item No. 3 : The Delhi Medical Council acknowledge that quackery is a social menace which poses a serious threat to the health of the general public. The challenge being formidable requires all the stake holders to come together and forge a united front under a strong leadership. The government and it's agencies namely Department of Health, Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, which have been at the forefront of this battle for the last so many years, have the infrastructure and manpower capabilities and administrative experience. The Council with best of intentions, in comparison have limited logistic resources to deal with this menace, on a substantial scale, so that the same may be weeded out effectively and in a comprehensive manner. 
The Council can provide all the ancillary support to the Government and it's agencies, but the concerted, coordinated effort has to be undertaken by the Government. It is incumbent upon the Government to remain the torch bearer in this mission and not relegate itself to the sidelines, as is being proposed, thereby leaving the Council with limited resources to take on this herculean task.   
It is also common knowledge that Council's have their own irreconcilable difference on some of the major issues relating to quackery; primarily cross-pathy and hence, it is the duty of the Government to provide the leadership, so that the warring bodies are made to work together by bringing under the aegis of the Government, to fight a common enemy of quackery.
Item No. 4 : The Delhi Medical Council is in complete agreement with the recommendations made and would like to say that on an earlier occasion it has suggested for creation of fast track courts to deal with quackery, unfortunately, the same could not fructify.

Item No. 5 : We agree in principle with the action plans suggested with the following exceptions that the Council should not be burdened with primary responsibility of providing the logistic and resources. It is submitted that the Delhi Medical Council with  its limited man-power infrastructure resources, find itself already stretched in discharge of many other statutory functions encumbered  upon it under the Delhi Medical Council Act, 1997 i.e maintenance of the State Medical Register of all qualified doctors practicing allopathy in the NCT of Delhi, providing a platform for redressal of grievances of public against the doctors, working on Continuing Medical Education Programme for updating the knowledge of doctors, in addition to various anti-quackery  initiatives.  In light of the fact, that the Council is already engrossed in so many activities for the benefit of profession and public, to increase its burden by asking it to devote its meager resources for anti-quackery mission , is grossly unfair and against administrative discipline.  It is submitted that the Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi undertake surveys, report to the Councils, who thereon initiate criminal prosecution in accordance with their respective enactments, is a workable model which has evolved over a period of time and needs to be strengthened.  The Government is, therefore, urged to revisit it's position on the issue as it's present stand will result in great disservice to the people of Delhi.
It is further submitted that as regards the role of the Nodal Officers being appointed by the Councils, it is submitted that the Nodal Officers would revert in writing/e-mail with confirmation of the status of the qualification/registration of the persons acting as doctors within 72 hours.  The Anti-Quackery Cell/Department of Health, Govt. of NCT of Delhi should conduct district/block/zone wise surveys on regular interval to check unauthorized practice by unregistered/unqualified persons.  

In view of the above, it is not feasible and plausible that all surveys and mapping in relation to quacks be done by the Delhi Medical Council and data-base of the same be maintained by the Council.  
Item No.6 : It is submitted that issue of cross-pathy has already been settled by the Hon’ble  Supreme Court of India through various judicial pronouncements, hence, all the Councils should advice their registered doctors to confine their practice within the scope of their own field and not transgress into others field, as cross-pathy itself  is a form of quackery.  

Item No. 7:  It is requested that the observations made in respect of item no. 5 may kindly be read, as the same are not repeated here for sake of brevity.  

Item No. 8 :  It is stated that the State Medical Register of the Delhi Medical Council which contains the name of all qualified doctors registered for practicing allopathy and which is regularly updated is already in the public domain being available on the Delhi Medical Council’s website.  

Item No. 9:   It is requested that the observations made in respect of item no. 5 may kindly be read,  as the same are not repeated here for sake of brevity.  

                      It is, however, submitted that the Nodal Officers role be confined to reverting in writing/e-mail with confirmation of the status of the qualification/registration of the persons acting as doctors within 72 hours, to the lead officers.   It is not feasible for the Nodal Officers to organize the inspections. 
Item No. 10: It is unreasonably being expected of the Delhi Medical Council that when quack is identified on verification by the Council, the quack should be immediately stopped from continuing with his medical practice; as the Councils have no mechanism to stop the quacks from continuing with unauthorized practice, as the enforcement mechanism is with the Govt. of NCT of Delhi and the Police. 

Item No. 11: The Council agrees with the recommendations made at this item.  

Item No. 12: It is observed that the Delhi Medical Council in past has on many occasions sent the proposal for amendments to the Delhi Medical Council Act for enhancement of penalty, unfortunately, the Govt. of NCT of Delhi has not taken any final view in this regard. 

Item No.13: The Council agrees with the recommendations made at this item.   It is, however, observed that Drug Controller Department, Govt. of NCT of Delhi should also ensure that the drugs/medicines are not made available to the quacks in wholesale market.  

Item No. 14: The Council agrees with the recommendations made at this item.  

It is observed that that in the notice sent by the Additional Director (Anti-Quackery Cell), Directorate of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi for the meeting held on 7th May, 2014, the representative of the Delhi Police were not invited.  It is submitted that the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi had issued notice to the Delhi Police and they have been participating in all the meetings convened by the learned A.S.G.  It is submitted that no effective anti-quackery plan/mechanism can be implemented without the active participation of the Police department.  It is not out of place to mention that the Police has issued a Circular No. 2/14 wherein Police proactively has taken steps by offering to gather information about quacks and getting their credentials verified from the Delhi Medical Council.  Thereafter sending the outcome of the investigation to the Delhi Medical Council to enable it to file complaints in the court. 
It is further observed that the Govt. of NCT of Delhi should take steps to close down institutions awarding unrecognized qualifications, as the same are breeding grounds for quacks.   
The Council, therefore, directed that the aforementioned observations be shared be communicated to the Government of the NCT of Delhi.
Meeting ended with vote of thanks to the Chair.
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